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Notes on Some A y r s h i r e Birds 
S I B G E O F F R E Y H U G H E S - O N S L O W 

G R E Y L A G G E E S E . — A few pairs are now breeding regularly 
i n Colmonell parish. 

B L A C K - T H R O A T E D D I V E R S . — A pair was observed on a loch i n 
Strai ton parish i n 1955 throughout the summer, but no nest was 
found. T h e y returned i n 1956 and I first saw the nest on 25th May , 
when she was sitt ing hard on a single egg. T h i s egg mysteriously 
disappeared on 8 t h or 9 th J u n e , but she subsequently la id and 
hatched two eggs on the same nest. On 10th J u l y she was seen 
w i t h one t i n j ' chick and on the following day the second egg 
hatched ; but neither chick was ever seen again. One of the 
parent birds was found dead on the loch side i n September. A 
single adul t returned to the loch and spent most of the summer 
there. B lack- throated divers continue to be seen most years 
s ince—a pair was noted several t imes i n the summer of 1960— 
but no reliable reports have reached me of breeding since 1956. 

R E D - T H R O A T E D D I V E R S . — A l s o observed most years. On ly 
two instances of breeding have been noticed, i n Stra i ton parish. 
A nest of this species containing one egg was found i n 1957, but 
the nest was robbed. B r e d successfully on an adjacent site i n 
1958—one young b i rd reared. 

H E N H A R R I E R S . — R e a r e d three young near M u i r k i r k i n 1960, 
probably the first t ime they have nested i n this county for a 
hundred years. 

C O L L A R E D D O V E S . — A smal l colony, the most westerly in Europe , 
was located near G i r v a n i n the spring 1959, and there is evidence 
that they had then been established for a couple of years previously. 
I n the a u t u m n of 1959 the to ta l of old and young was known to 
be not less than eleven birds. Unfortunate ly they seem now to 
have left the district . 
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A y r s h i r e Rookeries 

R O B E R T C . W A L L S 

Repr inted f rom The Scottish Naturalist, Vo l . 68, 1956. 

F o r some t ime I have been curious about the number and size 
of Ayrsh i re rookeries. Accordingly, during the last week of 
March and at week-ends i n A p r i l , 1956, I made a (juick survey 
of the county . 

Owing to l imi ted t ime and the large areas to be covered m y 
one-man census could be only approximate. Some rookeries 
were inaccessible, either due to the m i l i t a r y or to barbed wire, 
and I had not the t ime to obtain permission. T h i s entailed some 
counts from a distance by binoculars. I t should bo realised also 
tha t old nests are sure to be included, t h a t some nests (and even 
rookeries) have l i k e l y been missed, t h a t some nests m a y have been 
inadvertent ly counted twice, and t h a t some nests were not yet 
bui l t . Despite these l imitat ions , however, I feel tha t these notes 
m a y be of value for future reference. ^ 

W i t h such a large number of nests i t was too arduous a task 
to note the i n d i v i d u a l trees i n use, but I place the Scots pine as 
the mo.st popular, more being used t h a n a l l the other trees 
combined. 

R a t h e r t h a n number each rookery i n the figure, I have ruled 
oif sections, marked w i t h R o m a n numerals , and have given a 
four-figure reference for each rookery. T h u s , i n conjunction w i t h 
the relevant one-inch Ordnance S u r v e y map, i t should be possible 
to locate any rookery. 

A s antic ipated, the rookeries were situated near arable and 
pasture land . T h e only ones at altitudes of above 600 feet were 
at R a i t h b u r n F a r m near F e n w i c k ( 6 0 0 + ft . ) ; K a i m e s , M u i r k i r k 
(700 f t . ) ; Duncanziemore F a r m (700 f t . ) , and K y l e F a r m 
(850 f t . ) , both near Cumnock. T h e last-mentioned has existed 
for only a few years and is surrounded by more moorland t h a n is 
customarj ' . 


