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f a m i l y a p a r t ' , a n d b y the f e r v o u r o f his address a r o u s e d his 
c o n g r e g a t i o n to a h i g h p i t c h o f r e p e n t a n c e , w h i c h w a s f o l l o w e d 
be a g e n e r a l confession o f sins t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e t o w n d u r i n g 
the course o f the e n s u i n g w e e k . F i r s t the k irk-sess ion confessed 
a n d thereafter the v a r i o u s trades a n d crafts . T h e confessions 
w e r e r e a d f r o m the p u l p i t the f o l l o w i n g S u n d a y a n d w e r e sub­
s e q u e n t l y entered i n the session book 'for the use o f poster i t ie ' . 

T h i s p r o v e d to be the final a p p e a r a n c e o f p l a g u e i n A y r , 
a l t h o u g h i t r a g e d i n v a r i o u s places i n S c o t l a n d u n t i l 1648. 

T h e references to p l a g u e i n A y r i n the o l d records a r e 
suff ic ient ly n u m e r o u s a n d i n f o r m a t i v e to p r o v i d e a p i c t u r e o f 
the e n o r m o u s p r o b l e m s w i t h w h i c h the c o m m u n i t y w a s beset, 
a n d o f t h e i n a d e q u a c y o f t h e i r resources. T o meet s u c h dangers 
w o u l d h a v e t a x e d the efforts o f a m o d e r n society e q u i p p e d 
w i t h the k n o w l e d g e , the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y a n d t h e 
m e a n s w h i c h h a v e e v o l v e d t h r o u g h the centur ies . I t is obvious 
t h a t the soc ia l e v o l u t i o n o f S c o t l a n d , a m o n g other n a t i o n s , w a s 
c o n s t a n t l y affected b y the presence o f p l a g u e e i ther as a n a c t u a l 
o r a p o t e n t i a l danger . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the p u b l i c h e a l t h 
serv ice , a m o n g other soc ia l services, owes its i n c e p t i o n to the 
c r u d e a n d e l e m e n t a r y p r e c a u t i o n s b r o u g h t i n t o b e i n g b y s m a l l 
separate m u n i c i p a l i t i e s fighting for t h e i r l ives i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
d a r k e n e d b y i g n o r a n c e a n d supers t i t ion . O n e e x a m p l e m a y 
be m e n t i o n e d of the i m p a c t o f p l a g u e o n S c o t l a n d ' s p o H t i c a l 
h i s t o r y . I t is i n t e r e s t i n g to speculate o n the course o f events 
h a d M o n t r o s e , fresh f r o m h i s v i c t o r y a t K i l s y t h , n o t b e e n 
p r e v e n t e d f r o m o c c u p y i n g E d i n b u r g h b y t h e presence o f p l a g u e 
i n the c a p i t a l . T h e most l a s t i n g i m p r e s s i o n o f a l l is the 
fort i tude w i t h w h i c h the c i t izens m e t these r e c u r r i n g p e r i l s , 
a n d b y s t a n d i n g to t h e i r d u t y , e v e n i n the s h a d o w o f d e a t h , 
finally v a n q u i s h e d t h e m . 
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AYR, l i k e most s m a l l t o w n s , h a d to a w a i t the issue o f the 
l o n g - d r a w n struggle for f r e e d o m to p u b l i s h , w h i c h w a s 

t a k i n g p l a c e i n m o r e populous centres, before i t c o u l d see the 
successful es tab l i shment o f a n e w s p a p e r o f its o w n . 

T h e earl iest efforts to inst i tute r e g u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n s i n B r i t a i n 
w e r e a t t e n d e d w i t h so m a n y risks a n d w e r e hedged a b o u t w i t h 
so m a n y restra ints a m o u n t i n g e v e n to repress ion, t h a t i t is n o t 
s u r p r i s i n g t h a t few o f the p i o n e e r v e n t u r e s s u r v i v e d b e y o n d a 
short p e r i o d . 

V a r i o u s of f ic ia l devices w e r e e m p l o y e d to c u r b n e w s p a p e r s 
i n the seventeenth a n d e ighteenth centur ies . R u l e r s a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t s v i e w e d the Press w i t h as m u c h d i s f a v o u r as some 
o f t h e i r successors do to-day a n d d i s p l a y e d i t s t i l l m o r e a c t i v e l y . 

E v e n after the e x p i r y o f the L i c e n s i n g A c t i n 1693 i t r e q u i r e d 
cons iderable h a r d i h o o d to p u b h s h , s ince a p u b l i s h e r m i g h t find 
h i m s e l f suf fer ing the r igours o f i m p r i s o n m e n t for the too f r a n k 
express ion o f opinions w h i c h w e r e not r e g a r d e d w i t h f a v o u r i n 
h i g h q u a r t e r s , a n d m i g h t e v e n p a y the p e n a l t y w i t h his l i fe , 
as w h e n T h o m a s R u d d i m a n , j u n . , the E d i n b u r g h p u b l i s h e r , 
d i e d i n gaol i n 1745. 

C u r t a i l m e n t o f the f r e e d o m o f p u b h c a t i o n h a d also been 
effected b y the i m p o s i t i o n o f the n e w s p a p e r s t a m p , w h i c h 
f r o m the o r i g i n a l ^ d . p e r sheet i n 1712 w a s successively r a i s e d 
to i d . , 2^A. ( 1 7 9 8 ) , 3 | d . ( 1 8 0 4 ) a n d finally 4 d . i n 1815, a n d i t 
w a s not u n t i l 1855 t h a t this r e s t r i c t i v e b u r d e n w a s r e m o v e d . 

Before the seventeenth c e n t u r y there h a d been v a r i o u s types 
o f p r i n t e d news a n d c o m m e n t , b u t i t w a s o n l y i n the e a r l y p a r t 
o f t h a t c e n t u r y t h a t t h e r e a p p e a r e d a p e r i o d i c a l i n L o n d o n 
w i t h a r e g u l a r t i t le . S o m e o f these p u b l i c a t i o n s doubtless f o u n d 
t h e i r w a y n o r t h , b u t n o t u n t i l M a y 1678 do w e l e a r n o f the 
magistrates o f A y r a r r a n g i n g to rece ive the w e e k l y Gazette for 
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one y e a r . T h i s w o u l d be the semi-of f ic ia l London Gazette, w h i c h 
h a d been s t a r t e d as t h e Oxford Gazette i n 1665, w h e n the C o u r t 
h a d b e e n d r i v e n there o n a c c o u n t o f the p l a g u e i n L o n d o n . 
T h e Edinburgh Gazette d i d n o t a p p e a r u n t i l 1699. 

Newslet ters o f one k i n d a n d a n o t h e r a p p e a r to h a v e r e a c h e d 
the t o w n subsequent ly , b u t i t is n o t u n t i l t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t the first n e w s p a p e r w a s p u b l i s h e d i n 
A y r . J o h n W i l s o n , w h o i n 1786 h a d p u b l i s h e d Poems chiefly in 
the Scottish Dialect b y R o b e r t B u r n s f r o m his press i n K i l m a r n o c k , 
r e m o v e d his cases a n d press to A y r four y e a r s la ter , r e t a i n i n g 
his shop i n K i l m a r n o c k a n d l o o k i n g after i t h i m s e l f w h i l e his 
b r o t h e r P e t e r took c h a r g e of the p r i n t i n g shop i n A y r . I t w a s 
u n d e r the l a t t e r ' s s u p e r v i s i o n t h a t o n 5 t h A u g u s t 1803, there 
a p p e a r e d t h e i n i t i a l n u m b e r of the Air Advertiser, p r i n t e d a n d 
p u b H s h e d b y J o h n a n d P e t e r W i l s o n at 23 H i g h Street . 

I t w a s the first n e w s p a p e r to be p u b l i s h e d i n A y r s h i r e , a n d 
o n l y the Aberdeen Journal, the Glasgow Herald a n d the Kelso Mail 
h a v e precedence of i t i n a l l S c o t l a n d . T h e e a r l y n u m b e r s a r e 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y m i s s i n g , b u t N o . 17, b e a r i n g the date o f T h u r s ­
d a y , 2 4 t h N o v e m b e r 1803, w a s a c r o w n sheet o f four pages, 
b e a r i n g a r e d i ^d. s t a m p . 

T h e t imes w e r e propi t ious for the n e w v e n t u r e , for w h i l e 
the N a t i o n a l D e b t h a d m o r e t h a n d o u b l e d as a resul t o f the 
w a r w i t h F r a n c e , there w a s e v e r y w h e r e a n a w a k e n e d s p i r i t o f 
enterpr ise , o f i n v e n t i o n a n d o f resource t h a t h e r a l d e d a n e r a 
o f e x p a n d i n g prosper i ty , i f n o t ye t o f peace. T h e s h o r t - l i v e d 
P e a c e o f A m i e n s — ' a peace w h i c h e v e r y b o d y is g l a d of a n d 
n o b o d y is p r o u d o f — h a d g i v e n w a y to a n e w w a r against the 
i m p e r i a l a m b i t i o n s o f N a p o l e o n . T h e p u b H c w e r e a v i d for 
news o f the w a r a n d o f P a r l i a m e n t , a n d the Advertiser gave i t . 

W i t h p r u d e n t m a n a g e m e n t the v e n t u r e succeeded, a n d for 
a l m o s t t h i r t y y e a r s i t h a d the field l a r g e l y to itself. W i l l i a m 
M c C a r t e r , i n his Directory o f 1832, says the Advertiser 'passed 
t h r o u g h v a r i o u s h a n d s i n t o the present propr ie tors , M c C o r m i c k 
a n d C a r n i e ' , b u t this is i n c o r r e c t . F r o m the C o u r t o f Session 
P a p e r s 1822 ( M c G o r m i c k a n d C a r n i e v M c C u b b i n ) i t is 
l e a r n e d t h a t i n 1816 P e t e r W i l s o n ' s share h a d been a c q u i r e d 
b y M c C o r m i c k a n d C a r n i e , b u t J o h n W i l s o n h a d r e t a i n e d his 
h o l d i n g , a n d w h e n he d i e d i n 1821 his co-proprietors , M c C o r ­
m i c k a n d C a r n i e , c l a i m e d f u l l o w n e r s h i p to the e x c l u s i o n of 
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W i l s o n ' s re la t ives , b u t i t w a s l a i d d o w n b y t h e C o u r t i n f a v o u r 
of the l a t t e r t h a t ' the g o o d w i l l o f a n e w s p a p e r is a r i g h t t r a n s ­
miss ib le to h e i r s ' . 

T h e m o n o p o l y of the Advertiser h a d been c h a l l e n g e d i n 1818 
b y the Ayr and Wigtownshire Courier, founded b y M a x w e l l D i c k 
a n d the R e v . A l e x a n d e r C u t h i l l , m i n i s t e r o f t h e second c h a r g e 
o f A y r , b u t i t does n o t seem to h a v e been successful. M r . 
C u t h i l l h a d to m a k e a c o m p o s i t i o n w i t h his credi tors , a n d 
a l t h o u g h a c o m p a n y w a s f o r m e d to c o n t i n u e the Courier i t w a s 
c o m p e l l e d to cease p u b K c a t i o n a b o u t 1825. 

T h e Advertiser w a s a g a i n i n u n d i s p u t e d c o m m a n d o f the field, 
a n d one o f its e a r l y editors w a s the R e v . H a m i l t o n P a u l , w h o s e 
vers i f ied a p p e a l w a s the m e a n s o f s a v i n g the A u l d B r i g o' D o o n 
f r o m d e m o l i t i o n . 

I n 1832 T . M . G e m m e l l , w h o w a s a b r o t h e r - i n - l a w o f 
M c C o r m i c k a n d h a d b e e n t r a i n e d for the B a r , entered the 
business as editor, the firm b e c o m i n g M c C o r m i c k a n d G e m m e l l . 
T h e l a t t e r b e c a m e sole p r o p r i e t o r i n 1850, a n d w h e n his son 
j o i n e d h i m i n i t the firm n a m e w a s c h a n g e d to t h a t o f T . M . 
G e m m e l l & S o n , the i m p r i n t w h i c h the p a p e r s t i l l c a r r i e s . 

W h e n the e lder G e m m e l l d i e d i n 1889 his son, A . B . G e m m e l l , 
a n d l a t e r his g r a n d s o n . C o l . T . C . D u n l o p , c a r r i e d o n the f a m i l y 
c o n n e x i o n , the present m a n a g e r d i r e c t o r b e i n g M r . W . H . 
D u n l o p , son o f C o l . D u n l o p . 

T h e first r e a l c h a l l e n g e to the s u p r e m a c y o f t h e Advertiser, 
w h i c h p u b l i s h e d o n T h u r s d a y s , c a m e w i t h the a p p e a r a n c e o f 
t h e Observer, w h i c h w a s s tar ted i n 1832, as a w e e k l y , a p p e a r i n g 
o n T u e s d a y s , to g ive express ion to C o n s e r v a t i v e o p i n i o n i n 
opposi t ion to the W h i g v i e w s o f the o lder p a p e r . T h e n e w c o m e r 
w a s h a i l e d i n M c C a r t e r ' s Directory: 

I t h a s b e e n a m a t t e r o f a s t o n i s h m e n t t h a t a c o u n t y s u c h as A y r s h i r e , 
r i s i n g i n w e a l t h a n d c o m m e r c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e , h a s n o t b e e n a b l e s u c c e s s ­
f u l l y to m a i n t a i n t w o n e w s p a p e r s . T h i s desideratum is n o w l i k e l y to b e 
s u p p l i e d a n d i f p r o p e r l y e n c o u r a g e d , t h e c o u n t y , i f s a d d l e d w i t h d o u b l e 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , w i l l h a v e t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f a t l e a s t h e a r i n g t w o s i d e s o f a 
s t o r y . 

A footnote to this a n n o u n c e m e n t m a k e s m e n t i o n o f the 
existence o f a Kilmarnock Chronicle, w h i c h h a d been ' l i k e a 
s t e a m e r s topping at a p o r t for r e p a i r ' b u t w a s n o w p r o c e e d i n g 
' o n h e r v o y a g e w i t h r e n e w e d energy ' . R e f e r e n c e w a s also m a d e 
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to a ' n e w ' m o n t h l y p e r i o d i c a l e n t i t l e d The Western Journal, b u t 
o f these n o f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n h a s b e e n o b t a i n e d . 

T h e Advertiser g r a d u a l l y m o v e d f r o m its W h i g pos i t ion a n d 
c a m e to s u p p o r t t h e n e w L i b e r a l e lements, o f w h i c h the M e m ­
b e r for A y r B u r g h s , L o r d J a m e s S t e w a r t , w a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 
C i r c u l a t i n g chief ly a m o n g the m i d d l e a n d w o r k i n g classes, the 
Advertiser l e n t s u p p o r t to F r e e T r a d e a n d L i b e r a l p r i n c i p l e s 
u n t i l the sp l i t i n t h e 'e ighties o v e r H o m e R u l e for I r e l a n d , w h e n 
i t i d e n t i f i e d i t se l f w i t h t h e L i b e r a l U n i o n i s t s a n d g r a d u a l l y 
passed to f u l l s u p p o r t o f C o n s e r v a t i s m . 

U n t i l 1909 t h e r e w a s k e e n r i v a l r y b e t w e e n t h e Advertiser a n d 
Observer w i t h f r o m t i m e to t i m e others j o i n i n g i n . T h e p u b l i s h e r s 
o f the l a t t e r w e r e , a t f irst , J o h n F o s t e r F r a s e r & C o . , b u t i t 
passed i n t o the h a n d s o f J o h n D i c k , u n d e r whose m a n a g e m e n t i t 
a c h i e v e d cons iderable success. H e w a s succeeded b y W . M . 
D i c k , p u b l i s h i n g f irst f r o m 38 S a n d g a t e a n d l a t e r f r o m 6 
S a n d g a t e . 

A n e w c o m e r i n 1843 w a s the Western Watchman, a F r e e 
C h u r c h n e w s p a p e r , edi ted b y W i l l i a m A n d e r s o n , a u t h o r o f 
The Scottish Nation. T o w a r d s this v e n t u r e b o t h the ex is t ing 
papers a p p e a r to h a v e s h o w n a m a r k e d host i l i ty , w h i c h took o n 
a p e r s o n a l aspect, a t least one d u e l h a v i n g b e e n i m m i n e n t . 
T h e Watchman w a s s a i d to h a v e b e e n k i l l e d i n a v e r y short t i m e 
b y its r i v a l s ' r i d i c u l e o f the F r e e C h u r c h ' s a c c e p t a n c e o f 'b lood 
m o n e y ' f r o m s y m p a t h i s e r s i n the S o u t h e r n States o f A m e r i c a . 

T h e Ayr Agriculturist w a s a b i - m o n t h l y s tar ted i n the same 
y e a r b y D a v i d G u t h r i e . T h e n a m e w a s c h a n g e d to the North 
British Agriculturist i n 1849, a n d , soon after, G u t h r i e r e m o v e d 
to E d i n b u r g h w h e r e the p e r i o d i c a l c o n t i n u e d to r e c o r d f a r m i n g 
events for a l m o s t a c e n t u r y w h e n i t w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the 
Farming News. 

T h e la te 'fifties o n w a r d s w a s a p e r i o d o f m a r k e d a c t i v i t y 
i n n e w s p a p e r p u b h c a t i o n i n A y r . I n M a r c h 1857 a n e w 
L i b e r a l n e w s p a p e r , the Ayrshire Express, a p p e a r e d . P u b l i s h e d 
( o n S a t u r d a y s ) b y A l e x a n d e r G r a n t a t 53 N e w m a r k e t Street , 
i t w a s edi ted b y one w h o b e c a m e a conspicuous figure i n the 
t o w n a n d c o u n t y , R o b e r t H o w i e S m i t h . H e h a d been o n the 
s ta f f o f the Advertiser as a y o u n g reporter , b u t h a d been a 
H a b i l i t y r a t h e r t h a n a n asset t h r o u g h a p r o p e n s i t y to l a m p o o n 
inoffensive c i t i zens . E d i t o r i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y d i d l i t t le to c u r b 
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his style , a n d the g i v e - a n d - t a k e b e t w e e n h i m a n d the ed i tor 
o f the Observer, W i l l i a m B u c h a n a n , c e r t a i n l y a d d e d to the 
ga iety o f the t o w n . T h e fortunes o f the Express, h o w e v e r , n e v e r 
a p p e a r to h a v e been v e r y stable . T h e i m p r i n t c h a n g e d to 
S m i t h a n d G r a n t , a n d l a t e r to the A y r s h i r e E x p r e s s C o . L t d . 
I n 1868 the p u b h s h e r s w e r e G r a n t a n d M c l l w r a i t h , a n d i n 
1870 W i l U a m M c l l w r a i t h a p p e a r e d as sole p r o p r i e t o r . 

I n the m e a n t i m e the Ayrshire Weekly News, p u b l i s h e d b y 
S a m u e l I r v i n e & Sons o n S a t u r d a y s , h a d m a d e its a p p e a r a n c e , 
b u t w a s a p p a r e n t l y s h o r t - l i v e d . W . M . D i c k , i n a d d i t i o n to 
p u b h s h i n g the Observer o n T u e s d a y s , c a m e i n t o the field w i t h 
the Western Argus o n S a t u r d a y s i n the ' s i x t i e s ; a n d b y 1870 
there w e r e p u b l i s h e d i n the t o w n : the Ayr Observer ( T u e s d a y ) , 
p u b l i s h e d t h e n b y J . M . F e r g u s o n , 4 9 N e w m a r k e t S t r e e t ; the 
Ayrshire Courier ( T u e s d a y ) , W . M c l l w r a i t h , 55-53 N e w m a r k e t 
S t r e e t ; Ayr Advertiser ( T h u r s d a y ) , T . M . G e m m e l l , 108 H i g h 
Street ; the Western Argus ( S a t u r d a y ) , J . M . F e r g u s o n ; the Ayrshire 
Express ( S a t u r d a y ) , W . M c l l w r a i t h ; a n d the Ayrshire Argus 
( p r o b a b l y a separate e d i t i o n o f the Western Argus a n d also 
p u b l i s h e d b y J . M . F e r g u s o n ) . 

T h e c o m p e t i t i o n c o u l d n o t c o n t i n u e , h o w e v e r , a n d on i s t 
A p r i l 1871 the Express a n d Courier a m a l g a m a t e d , the p u b l i s h e r 
o f the j o i n t p a p e r b e i n g W . L y m b u r n . T h e first issue a n n o u n c e d 
a c h a n g e n o t o n l y o f m a n a g e m e n t b u t 'to some extent i n the 
purpose a n d a i m o f the j o u r n a l ' . I t w e n t o n to say t h a t ' the 
Express w i l l n o w cease to be a p a r t y o r g a n . . . . W e bel ieve w e 
s h a l l be p r o v i d i n g for a felt w a n t i f w e a r e successful i n f u r n i s h ­
i n g o u r readers w i t h a n e w s p a p e r i n the strictest sense o f t h e 
w o r d . ' W i t h the c h a n g e t h e p r i c e w a s r e d u c e d f r o m 2 d . to i d . 

I n J u n e o f the f o l l o w i n g y e a r there w a s a f u r t h e r a m a l g a ­
m a t i o n w h e n the Argus and Express a p p e a r e d as one w i t h t h e 
i m p r i n t o f W . L y m b u r n . I t w a s c l a i m e d t h a t ' the c i r c u l a t i o n 
o f the Argus a l r e a d y m u c h l a r g e r t h a n t h a t o f a n y other p a p e r 
i n the south-western counties o f S c o t l a n d c o m b i n e d w i t h t h a t 
o f the Express—the w e l l es tabl ished c o u n t y p a p e r — p r e s e n t s a n 
u n e q u a l l e d m e d i u m to advert isers desirous of p u b l i c i t y a m o n g 
a l l classes o f the c o m m u n i t y . I n fact , n o a n n o u n c e m e n t c a n 
be f u l l y b r o u g h t before the i n h a b i t a n t s o f A y r s h i r e unless 
p u b l i s h e d i n its c o l u m n s . ' 

T h e Argus and Express appears to h a v e passed i n t o the c o n t r o l 
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o f J . M . F e r g u s o n a few y e a r s l a t e r , p u b l i s h i n g o n S a t u r d a y , 
a l t h o u g h the Observer h a d become a b i - w e e k l y , issued o n 
T u e s d a y a n d S a t u r d a y . T h e Advertiser c o n t i n u e d to be p u b l i s h e d 
o n T h u r s d a y s , a n d i n the last weeks o f 1880 t h e r e c a m e a n o t h e r 
j o u r n a l i s t i c v e n t u r e , The Ayrshire Post, as the a v o w e d o r g a n of 
the L i b e r a l P a r t y i n A y r a n d h a v i n g its p u b l i s h i n g d a y o n 
F r i d a y . 

I t s i n c e p t i o n w a s n o t p r o m i s i n g . T h e press w h i c h the p u b ­
l ishers h a d o r d e r e d f a i l e d to meet r e q u i r e m e n t s , b u t w i t h t h a t 
fine s p i r i t o f co-operat ion w h i c h has a l w a y s m a r k e d the p r i n t i n g 
t r a d e i n A y r the p r o p r i e t o r s o f b o t h the Advertiser a n d Observer 
i m m e d i a t e l y m a d e offers o f assistance, a n d the first n u m b e r of 
the n e w p a p e r w a s p r i n t e d i n the Advertiser W o r k s . 

P u b l i s h e d b y W i l l i a m R o b e r t s o n a n d W . L y m b u r n , a n d 
l a t e r b y R o b e r t s o n & C o . a n d t h e n b y R o b e r t s o n a n d M c B a i n 
the Post s truggled o n w i t h m o r e hope t h a n a s s u r a n c e . I t 
b e c a m e too m u c h for the t h e n p r o p r i e t o r s , a n d a n u m b e r of 
p r o m i n e n t L i b e r a l s i n the t o w n got together to f o r m the A y r ­
s h i r e Post L t d . i n 1890, a n d t h r o u g h o u t the present c e n t u r y i t 
has been i n c r e a s i n g l y successful. I n 1943 Messrs . G e o r g e 
O u t r a m & C o . L t d . , b y p u r c h a s e of shares f r o m i n d i v i d u a l 
holders secured a s u b s t a n t i a l interest i n the c o m p a n y . 

A s the Post a d v a n c e d the Observer's fortunes d e c l i n e d . F r o m 
b e i n g a b i - w e e k l y i t r e v e r t e d to o n c e - w e e k l y p u b h c a t i o n o n 
T u e s d a y , a n d i n M a r c h 1909 i t w a s p u r c h a s e d b y T . M . 
G e m m e l l & S o n , the p r o p r i e t o r s o f the Advertiser, w h o c o n t i n u e d 
to p u b h s h i t u n t i l O c t o b e r 1930, w h e n i t ceased to a p p e a r , 
l e a v i n g t h e Advertiser a n d the Post to meet the j o u r n a l i s t i c 
r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the t o w n a n d d is t r ic t , the f o r m e r n e w s p a p e r 
w i t h a c i r c u l a t i o n o f 14,517 a n d the l a t t e r w i t h 21 ,990 ( A u d i t 
B u r e a u o f C i r c u l a t i o n , 1951) . 
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S O M E E M I N E N T M E N 

JOHN MCCARTNEY, M.A. 

I N T R O D U C T O R Y 

I- iHis c h a p t e r m u s t i n e v i t a b l y be l i m i t e d to those w h o h a v e 
a l r e a d y m a d e h i s t o r y ; those w h o a r e s t i l l m a k i n g i t ( a n d 

there a r e m a n y A y r m e n w h o to-day a r e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h e m ­
selves i n v a r i o u s fields o f a c t i v i t y ) w i l l , i t is h o p e d , h a v e d u e 
t r i b u t e p a i d to t h e m a t a f u t u r e date . I n e v i t a b l y , too, i n the 
c o n f i n e d space o f a s ingle c h a p t e r there m u s t be omissions, b u t 
the e n d e a v o u r w i l l be m a d e to present a group o f m e n , r e p r e ­
sentat ive i n c h a r a c t e r , w h o b y t h e i r a c h i e v e m e n t h a v e p r o v e d 
themselves w o r t h y of r e c o r d . M a n y of these m e n , b y w h a t t h e y 
h a v e done, h a v e w o v e n the p a t t e r n of t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l l ives , i n 
c l e a r l ines , i n t o the l a r g e r p a t t e r n o f o u r n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , a n d 
some h a v e a t t a i n e d a f a m e t h a t is i n t e r n a t i o n a l . T h a t t h e i r 
greatness w a s a c h i e v e d i n places sometimes r e m o t e f r o m A y r 
d i m s i n n o w a y the lus tre t h e y h a v e a d d e d to the t o w n ' s 
escutcheon, a n d b y r e m e m b e r i n g t h e m w e do h o n o u r n o t o n l y 
to t h e m b u t to ourselves. O u r l o c a l p r i d e is satisfied a n d o u r 
c o m m u n a l life fu l f i l l ed . 

T h e n a m e o f a l l n a m e s associated w i t h t h e t o w n o f A y r is , 
o f course, t h a t o f the poet R o b e r t B u r n s , b u t B u r n s stands a lone 
a n d c a n n o t be one o f a g r o u p . N o t u n a w a r e n e s s n o r indi f ference 
exc ludes h i m f r o m this c h a p t e r b u t his o w n greatness. B u r n s 
is too b i g to be c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n a few short p a r a g r a p h s ; he 
d e m a n d s a w h o l e l i t e r a t u r e . A l r e a d y t h a t l i t e r a t u r e exists, a n d 
s u c h a n i n t r u s i o n i n t o i t as m i g h t be m a d e here w o u l d be a n 
i m p e r t i n e n c e . T h e highest a n d most w o r t h y t r i b u t e to genius 
is sometimes si lence. 

A N D R E W M I C H A E L R A M S A Y 

I n the y e a r 1686, there w a s b o r n to a n A y r b a k e r a n d his w i f e , 
i n a house n e a r the F i s h Cross , a b o y w h o i n m a n h o o d w a s to 
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w a l k w i t h p r i n c e s a n d discourse w i t h the most f a m o u s E u r o p e a n 
scholars o f his d a y . T h a t b o y w a s A n d r e w M i c h a e l R a m s a y 
w h o i n l a t e r y e a r s b e c a m e k n o w n as ' T h e C h e v a l i e r ' . T h e 
b a k e r w a s a m a n o f substance a n d a m b i t i o u s for h i s son, a n d , 
after a t t e n d i n g a l o c a l school , the l a d w a s e n r o l l e d as a s tudent 
a t E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y . H i s a b i l i t y w a s so m a r k e d t h a t the 
E a r l o f W e m y s s a p p o i n t e d h i m t u t o r to his t w o boys a n d this 
g a v e h i m a n e n t r y i n t o a w o r l d w e l l su i ted to p r e p a r e h i m for 
m o r e e x a l t e d service . B u t a restlessness, d u e p a r t l y to a n u r g e 
for greater a c t i v i t y a n d p a r t l y to d i s t u r b e d rel ig ious c o n v i c t i o n s , 
l e d h i m to leave S c o t l a n d i n 1706 a n d go to H o l l a n d . 

T h a t R a m s a y fought as a n a u x i l i a r y w i t h the D u t c h i n the 
W a r of the S p a n i s h Success ion m a y be d o u b t e d , b u t w e do 
k n o w t h a t he b e c a m e a res ident s tudent a t L e y d e n U n i v e r s i t y 
a n d there c a m e u n d e r the in f luence o f the great protagonis t 
o f m y s t i c theology, P o i r e t . T h r o u g h P o i r e t he w a s i n t r o d u c e d 
to F e n e l o n , A r c h b i s h o p of C a m b r a i a n d a v e r y p r o m i n e n t 
figure i n the re l ig ious a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l controvers ies o f the 
t i m e , a n d so i n f l u e n c e d w a s he b y t h a t great c h u r c h m a n t h a t 
he e m b r a c e d the R o m a n C a t h o l i c f a i t h , a step w h i c h w a s to 
b r i n g es trangement f r o m h i s f a m i l y a n d ex i le h i m f r o m his 
h o m e . H e r e m a i n e d w i t h F e n e l o n u n t i l the la t ter ' s d e a t h a n d 
t h e n b e c a m e tutor to the D u k e o f C h a t e a u - T h i e r r y a n d the 
P r i n c e o f T u r e n n e . I t w a s t h e n t h a t he w a s m a d e a K n i g h t o f 
the O r d e r o f S a i n t L a z a r u s . 

T h e p u b l i c a t i o n , i n 1723, o f his Life of Fenelon b r o u g h t R a m s a y 
to the not ice o f J a m e s S t e w a r t , the P r e t e n d e r , a n d he engaged 
h i m to supervise the studies o f y o u n g P r i n c e C h a r l e s E d w a r d . 
F o r this purpose R a m s a y w e n t to R o m e i n 1724, b u t t h e 
a t m o s p h e r e of i n t r i g u e i n t h e S t e w a r t h o m e , a g g r a v a t e d b y 
the s t r a i n e d re lat ions b e t w e e n the P r e t e n d e r a n d h i s w i f e , w a s 
n o t a t a l l c o n g e n i a l to h i m a n d he r e t u r n e d to P a r i s i n 1726. 
T w o y e a r s l a t e r he crossed to E n g l a n d . Before l e a v i n g P a r i s , 
h e h a d been i n v i t e d b y G e o r g e I I to a c t as t u t o r to his son, the 
D u k e o f C u m b e r l a n d , b u t h a d d e c h n e d , his l o y a l t y to the 
J a c o b i t e cause w h i c h he h a d espoused w h e n a s tudent i n 
E d i n b u r g h s t i l l pers is t ing . I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f his w o r k as a n 
a u t h o r he w a s elected a F e l l o w of the R o y a l Soc ie ty a n d i n 
1730 he r e c e i v e d f r o m O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y the H o n o r a r y D e g r e e 
o f D . C . L . H e spent severa l y e a r s a t the residence o f the D u k e 
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o f A r g y l e a n d there h e w r o t e A Plan of Education for a young 
Prince a n d his Life of Henry, Viscount of Turenne, Marshal-General 
of France. H e r e t u r n e d to F r a n c e i n 1736 a n d w e n t to l i v e w i t h 
the D u k e o f B o u i l l o n to a c t as t u t o r to his son. H e d i e d at the 
D u k e ' s res idence i n 1743. H e w a s b u r i e d a t S t . G e r m a i n - e n -
L a y e , a n d l a t e r his h e a r t w a s r e m o v e d to the n u n n e r y o f S t . 
S a c r a m e n t i n P a r i s . 

R a m s a y n e v e r r e v i s i t e d A y r t h o u g h he m a d e s e v e r a l a t t e m p t s 
to establ ish c o n t a c t w i t h his p a r e n t s a n d to g ive t h e m financial 
a i d . H i s fa ther ' s b i t t e r h o s t i l i t y to t h e R o m a n C h u r c h , a g g r a ­
v a t e d b y the re l ig ious c l i m a t e o f the t i m e , m a d e a n y r e c o n ­
c i l i a t i o n imposs ib le a n d evoked t h e most v i o l e n t responses to 
h i s over tures . I n i d e n t i f y i n g h i m s e l f w i t h the C h u r c h o f R o m e 
h e h a d c o m m i t t e d the u n p a r d o n a b l e s i n . 

R a m s a y ' s most p o p u l a r w o r k is p r o b a b l y The Travels of 
Cyrus; h is greatest, f r o m a p h i l o s o p h i c a l a n d theolog ica l p o i n t 
o f v i e w , the essay, ' O n the P r i n c i p l e s o f N a t u r a l a n d R e v e a l e d 
R e H g i o n ' . O t h e r o f his w r i t i n g s a r e A Discourse on the Epic Poem, 
A Philosophical Essay on Civil Government, a n d a s m a l l v o l u m e o f 
poems, o f n o great m e r i t , p u b h s h e d i n E d i n b u r g h i n 1738. H i s 
interest i n F r e e m a s o n r y a n d a n y t h i n g he m a y h a v e w r i t t e n o n 
t h a t subject h a v e s t i l l to be s c r u t i n i s e d . 

ANDREW COCHRANE 

A c t i v e i n p u b l i c af fa irs a n d also k e e n l y interested i n the 
th ings o f the m i n d w a s A n d r e w C o c h r a n e , P r o v o s t o f G l a s g o w , 
a n d i n t i m a t e f r i e n d o f A d a m S m i t h , the famous p o l i t i c a l econo­
m i s t a n d a u t h o r o f The Wealth of Nations. O f C o c h r a n e one o f 
h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s s a i d , 'he w a s e m i n e n t l y w i s e ' , a n d a n o t h e r 
c a l l e d h i m 'one o f the sages o f the k i n g d o m ' . A l e x a n d e r 
( ' J u p i t e r ' ) C a r l y l e w r o t e o f h i m , 'too m u c h c o u l d n o t be s a i d 
o f his a c c u r a t e a n d extensive k n o w l e d g e , o f his agreeable a n d 
c o l l o q u i a l e loquence ' . 

A n d r e w C o c h r a n e w a s the son o f a n A y r m e r c h a n t , D a v i d 
C o c h r a n e , a n d w a s b o m i n A y r i n 1693. A f t e r his school 
e d u c a t i o n h e entered his f a t h e r ' s business, b u t , seeking greater 
scope for h i s ab i l i t i es , he w e n t to G l a s g o w w h e r e he c o n t i n u e d 
h i s business c a r e e r a n d soon b e c a m e p r o m i n e n t i n the c o m m e r ­
c i a l l i fe o f t h a t c i t y . H i s o u t s t a n d i n g q u a l i t i e s o f m i n d a n d 
c h a r a c t e r w o n h i m the respect a n d a d m i r a t i o n o f his fe l low 
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c i t i zens , a n d , after s e r v i n g as a m a g i s t r a t e for three y e a r s , he 
w a s elected provost o f the c i t y . T h r e e t imes he h e l d t h a t 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d office, a n d d u r i n g one o f these he g u i d e d the c i t y 
t h r o u g h one o f the most c r i t i c a l per iods of its h i s t o r y . T h a t w a s 
i n 17 4 5 w h e n there w a s d a n g e r o f G l a s g o w b e i n g i n v a d e d b y 
the J a c o b i t e a r m y . C o c h r a n e ' s firmness a n d s k i l l i n h a n d l i n g 
the s i t u a t i o n a n d his insistence i n d e m a n d i n g f r o m the G o v e r n ­
m e n t ' s representat ives c o m p e n s a t i o n for the losses the c i t y h a d 
i n c u r r e d d u r i n g the p a n i c w o n h i m the g r a t i t u d e o f the people 
a n d the c i ty c o u n c i l , a n d one o f the c i t y streets w a s n a m e d C o c h ­
r a n e Street i n his h o n o u r . A n a c c o u n t of w h a t h a p p e n e d d u r i n g 
the cr is is c a n be r e a d i n the Cochrane Correspondence, w h i c h w a s 
p u b l i s h e d a l m o s t a h u n d r e d y e a r s l a t e r . 

I n d u s t r i o u s i n h e l p i n g to p r o m o t e the financial p r o s p e r i t y o f 
G l a s g o w , a n d f a i t h f u l a n d wise i n h e l p i n g to d i r e c t its g o v e r n ­
m e n t , C o c h r a n e p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t also i n its i n t e l l e c t u a l 
l i fe. H e f o u n d e d a c l u b , w h i c h b e c a m e k n o w n as ' C o c h r a n e ' s 
C l u b ' , for the discussion o f p r o b l e m s i n p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l 
e c o n o m y , a n d A d a m S m i t h a c k n o w l e d g e d his debt to h i m for 
the m a t e r i a l he col lected for h i m for his e p o c h - m a k i n g book. 
H e a m a s s e d a v e r y cons iderable l i b r a r y w h i c h s h o w e d h i m to 
be a m a n of w i d e k n o w l e d g e a n d d i s c r i m i n a t i n g taste, a n d for 
forty y e a r s he w a s p r e c e p t o r o f H u t c h e s o n ' s H o s p i t a l . H e d i e d 
i n 1777 a n d w a s b u r i e d i n G l a s g o w . A s a t r i b u t e to h i m the 
magistrates a n d c o u n c i l o f the c i t y erected a c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
m o n u m e n t i n the H i g h C h u r c h , a n d l o n g after his d e a t h 
people spoke o f h i m as G l a s g o w ' s greatest provost . 

C o c h r a n e ' s c o n n e x i o n w i t h A y r w a s m a i n t a i n e d for some 
y e a r s after he w e n t to G l a s g o w b y his possession o f B r i d g e h o u s e , 
a p r o p e r t y n e a r the C u r t e c a n B u r n closely associated w i t h the 
C o c h r a n e f a m i l y . 

S I R J A M E S H U N T E R B L A I R 

A n o t h e r A y r m a n to a t t a i n h i g h c i v i c h o n o u r w a s S i r J a m e s 
H u n t e r B l a i r . H e w a s the son of J o h n H u n t e r , B r o w n h i l l , A y r , 
a n d w a s b o r n i n 1741 . A t the age of fifteen he w a s sent b y his 
f a t h e r to E d i n b u r g h to become a n a p p r e n t i c e w i t h the w e l l -
k n o w n b a n k e r s , t h e C o u t t s b r o t h e r s , a n d so a b l y d i d he a c q u i t 
h i m s e l f w i t h t h a t firm t h a t , w h e n he w a s s t i l l a y o u n g m a n , he 
w a s t a k e n i n t o p a r t n e r s h i p o n the d e a t h o f the senior m e m b e r 

a n d b e c a m e associated i n the business w i t h S i r W i U i a m F o r b e s . 
I n 1770 he a d d e d B l a i r to his n a m e w h e n his wi fe succeeded to 
the estate o f h e r father , J o h n B l a i r o f D u n s k e y , P o r t p a t r i c k . 

S i r J a m e s took a n a c t i v e interest i n E d i n b u r g h m u n i c i p a l 
a f fa irs , a n d i n 1784 h i s p r o m i n e n c e i n the p u b l i c l ife o f the 
c a p i t a l r e a c h e d its h e i g h t w h e n h e w a s elected L o r d P r o v o s t . 
A s i n his o w n business so i n c i v i c m a t t e r s he w a s v e r y progres­
sive, a n d d u r i n g his t e r m o f office he p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t 
i n the i m p r o v e m e n t o f the c i t y ' s a m e n i t i e s . I t w a s l a r g e l y b y 
his efforts t h a t t h e m o n e y w a s r a i s e d for the e r e c t i o n o f the 
S o u t h B r i d g e , a n d he w a s a s t rong s u p p o r t e r o f the m o v e m e n t to 
r e b u i l d the U n i v e r s i t y . H i s eagerness for the c i t y ' s w e l f a r e d r e w 
h i m i n t o n a t i o n a l pol i t ics a n d for s e v e r a l y e a r s he represented 
E d i n b u r g h i n P a r h a m e n t . H e w a s c r e a t e d a b a r o n e t i n 1786. 

A t D u n s k e y , S i r J a m e s s h o w e d the s a m e e n t h u s i a s m for 
p l a n n i n g a n d m o d e r n i s i n g , a n d he w a s m a i n l y responsible for 
the r e b u i l d i n g o f m u c h o f P o r t p a t r i c k a n d for d e v e l o p i n g t r a d e 
b e t w e e n i t a n d I r e l a n d . O n his estate he p r a c t i s e d t h e most 
m o d e r n methods o f f a r m i n g a n d b e c a m e as d i s t i n g u i s h e d a 
figure i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l l ife o f the south o f S c o t l a n d as he w a s 
i n the business life o f the c a p i t a l . 

S i r J a m e s H u n t e r B l a i r n e v e r forgot the t o w n o f h i s b i r t h , 
a n d w h e n R o b e r t B u r n s v i s i t e d E d i n b u r g h i n 1787, he i n v i t e d 
h i m to d i n e w i t h h i m a n d his f r iends a t his house i n Q u e e n 
Street . T h e poet t h o u g h t h i g h l y o f h i m , a n d w h e n he h e a r d o f 
his d e a t h l a t e r the s a m e y e a r , he sought to express h i s a p p r e c i a ­
t i o n i n a n elegy. ' T h e p e r f o r m a n c e is b u t m e d i o c r e , ' he w r o t e , 
' b u t m y g r i e f w a s s incere . ' T h a t g r i e f w a s s h a r e d b y m a n y o f 
h i s c o u n t r y m e n . 

J O H N L O U D O N McADAM 

W h e n a m a n ' s n a m e passes e p o n y m o u s l y i n t o the e v e r y d a y 
l a n g u a g e o f the people, the m a n h i m s e l f h a s been s igni f icant , 
a n d w h e n the n a m e o f J o h n M c A d a m w a s so p e r p e t u a t e d , his 
i m p o r t a n c e to society w a s emphas ised a n d the w o r k he h a d 
done to benefit m a n k i n d j u s t i f i e d . B y M c A d a m ' s system o f 
r o a d - m a k i n g , r o a d t r a n s p o r t w a s r e v o l u t i o n i s e d , a n d the use o f 
the w o r d ' m a c a d a m i s e ' b e c a m e w o r l d - w i d e . I n 1938, the 
A m e r i c a n , T r u s l o w A d a m s , s p e a k i n g o f M c A d a m ' s c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n to r o a d d e v e l o p m e n t , s a i d : ' T h e success o f his w o r k m a d e 

I 
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the greatest a d v a n c e i n r u r a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n u n t i l the c o m i n g 
o f the F o r d c a r . ' 

J o h n L o u d o n M c A d a m w a s b o r n i n A y r i n 1756. T h e r e is 
a t r a d i t i o n t h a t the o r i g i n a l f a m i l y n a m e w a s M c G r e g o r , b u t 
the t r u t h o f this has n e v e r b e e n p r o p e r l y c o n f i r m e d , t h o u g h 
the b e l i e f d i d persist t h r o u g h s e v e r a l generat ions . I t is def i­
n i t e l y k n o w n , h o w e v e r , t h a t the M c A d a m s establ ished t h e m ­
selves a t W a t e r h e a d , K i r k c u d b r i g h t s h i r e , t o w a r d s the e n d o f 
t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d b e c a m e a f a m i l y o f cons iderable 
s o c i a l i m p o r t a n c e i n the south-west . J o h n w a s the son o f J a m e s 
M c A d a m , one o f the founders o f the f irst b a n k i n A y r . T h i s 
J a m e s took u p res idence a t B l a i r q u h a n a n d J o h n a t t e n d e d a 
M r . D o i g ' s school a t M a y b o l e . W h e n a p u p i l there , t h e l a d 
c o n s t r u c t e d a sect ion o f a m o d e l r o a d b e t w e e n M a y b o l e a n d 
K i r k o s w a l d , a p r o p h e c y o f th ings to come. 

J a m e s M c A d a m d i e d i n 1770, a n d y o u n g J o h n w a s sent to 
A m e r i c a to be u n d e r t h e c a r e o f a n u n c l e , a prosperous 
m e r c h a n t i n N e w Y o r k . H e l i v e d there t h r o u g h o u t t h e t r o u b ­
lous t imes o f the A m e r i c a n W a r o f I n d e p e n d e n c e , b e c a m e 
successful i n business, a n d m a r r i e d the d a u g h t e r o f a w e a l t h y 
a n d p r o m i n e n t N e w Y o r k c i t i z e n , W i l l i a m N i c o l l . 

M c A d a m amassed a f o r t u n e d u r i n g t h e w a r , b u t , w h e n he 
r e t u r n e d to S c o t l a n d i n 1783, o n l y p a r t o f i t r e m a i n e d . W i t h 
t h a t he p u r c h a s e d the estate o f S a u c h r i e n e a r A y r , a n d there 
he b e g a n his e x p e r i m e n t s i n r o a d - m a k i n g . H i s a p p o i n t m e n t 
as D e p u t y - L i e u t e n a n t of t h e c o u n t y a n d as a r o a d trustee m a d e 
h i m f a m i l i a r w i t h the roads o f the d i s t r i c t a n d t h e i r d e p l o r a b l e 
c o n d i t i o n , a n d he d e t e r m i n e d to f i n d m e a n s of i m p r o v e m e n t . 
H e t r a v e l l e d a b o u t the c o u n t r y , e x a m i n i n g r o a d surfaces a n d 
w o r k i n g out methods to better t h e m , a n d , w h e n h e left S a u c h r i e 
a n d w e n t to B r i s t o l a n d t h e n to F a l m o u t h to a c t as agent for 
v i c t u a l l i n g the n a v y , he c o n t i n u e d his e x p e r i m e n t s a n d f i n a l l y 
d i s c o v e r e d the process w h i c h c a m e to be k n o w n as m a c a d a m i -
sat ion. H i s a p p o i n t m e n t as s u r v e y o r to the B r i s t o l T u r n p i k e 
T r u s t , i n 1815, gave h i m the o p p o r t u n i t y to test his theories, 
a n d t h e success o f the test l e d h i m to p u b l i s h , i n 1819, A 
Practical Essay on the Scientific Repair and Preservation of Roads. 
T h i s m a d e h i s process w i d e l y k n o w n a n d , t h o u g h there was 
s t i l l m u c h oppos i t ion f r o m the o ld T u r n p i k e T r u s t , M c A d a m s 
methods b e c a m e a d o p t e d t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e o f B r i t a i n a n d 
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l a t e r t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e a n d A m e r i c a . T h e w a l l o f p r e j u d i c e 
h a d been h a r d to b r e a k d o w n b u t i t d i d f i n a l l y c r u m b l e . 

B u t the m a n y y e a r s o f e x p e r i m e n t c o n d u c t e d l a r g e l y a t h i s 
o w n expense h a d m a d e M c A d a m a poor m a n , a n d he p e t i t i o n e d 
P a r l i a m e n t m o r e t h a n once for r e c o g n i t i o n o f his w o r k a n d for 
some m o n e t a r y c o m p e n s a t i o n . A f t e r m u c h debate a n d c a l l i n g 
o f ev idence , i t w a s proposed to g r a n t h i m i n a l l a s u m of ten 
t h o u s a n d p o u n d s , b u t the s u m he d i d e v e n t u a l l y rece ive 
a m o u n t e d to t w o t h o u s a n d . I n 1827 he w a s a p p o i n t e d G e n e r a l 
S u r v e y o r o f R o a d s . H e w a s also offered a k n i g h t h o o d w h i c h 
he d e c l i n e d . H e d i e d at M o f f a t i n 1836 a n d w a s b u r i e d there 
as he h a d des ired. T o m a r k the c e n t e n a r y o f his d e a t h , a 
m e m o r i a l w a s erected i n W e l l i n g t o n S q u a r e G a r d e n s , A y r , b y 
the I n s t i t u t i o n o f M u n i c i p a l a n d C o u n t y E n g i n e e r s . 

M c A d a m w a s c o m e o f exce l lent stock a n d h i s l ife w a s p r o o f 
o f i t . H i s u n d e v i a t i n g persistence i n p u r s u i n g his a i m s as t h o u g h 
he w e r e c o m p e l l e d b y a sense o f v o c a t i o n , his honest a n d gener­
ous response to the m a n y requests for h i s a d v i c e , a n d his 
h u m a n i t y , expressed n o t o n l y i n his p r i v a t e b u t also i n a l l h is 
p u b l i c re la t ionships , w o n for h i m the a d m i r a t i o n o f his c o n ­
t e m p o r a r i e s a n d the h i g h a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the s o c i a l h is tor ians 
w h o a f t e r w a r d s w r o t e o f h i m . H e h a d n o t sought f a m e b u t 
f a m e c a m e to h i m . 

T H O M A S C L A R K , M.D. 

W o r t h y to be r a n k e d w i t h M c A d a m as a p u b l i c benefactor 
is D r . T h o m a s C l a r k w h o also w a s a n a t i v e o f A y r . H i s f a t h e r 
w a s a s e a - c a p t a i n w i t h a r e p u t a t i o n for his s k i l f u l h a n d l i n g o f 
a s h i p , his m o t h e r a w o m a n o f cons iderable c r e a t i v e a b i l i t y a n d 
c r e d i t e d as the o r i g i n a l w o r k e r i n w h a t c a m e to be k n o w n as 
' A y r s h i r e N e e d l e w o r k ' . F r o m h e r the b o y m a y h a v e d e r i v e d 
t h a t i n v e n t i v e t u r n of m i n d w h i c h l e d h i m to p u r s u e a life o f 
i n q u i r y a n d e x p e r i m e n t w h i c h p r o d u c e d , as one o f his a d m i r e r s 
s a i d , ' the most c o n s u m m a t e e x a m p l e o f a p p H e d sc ience i n the 
w h o l e c i r c l e o f the a r t s ' . 

W h e n he w a s a p u p i l at A y r A c a d e m y , y o u n g C l a r k gave n o 
e a r l y i n d i c a t i o n o f a n y conspicuous a b i l i t y , b u t l a t e r his a p t i t u d e 
i n m a t h e m a t i c s w a s i m p r e s s i v e e n o u g h to e a r n for h i m t h e 
n i c k n a m e ' the p h i l o s o p h e r ' . P e r h a p s there w a s unconsc ious 
p r o p h e c y i n the s a r c a s m . 
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I n 1816, w h e n he w a s fifteen y e a r s o f age, he w e n t to G l a s g o w 
to w o r k i n the office o f M a c i n t o s h , t h e w a t e r p r o o f e r , b u t he 
f o u n d a p l a c e m o r e c o n g e n i a l to his tastes i n the S t . R o l l o x 
C h e m i c a l W o r k s . H e r e he estabUshed c o n t a c t w i t h the subject 
t h a t w a s to b e c o m e his c h i e f interest . T h e q u i c k d e v e l o p m e n t 
of t h a t interest a n d the e x p a n s i o n of his k n o w l e d g e l e d to his 
a p p o i n t m e n t as l e c t u r e r i n the G l a s g o w M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e 
i n 1826, a n d t h a t s a m e y e a r he d iscovered the p y r o p h o s p h a t e 
o f soda, a d i s c o v e r y w h i c h w a s h i g h l y p r a i s e d b y S i r J o h n 
H e r s c h e l . T h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r , he b e g a n the s t u d y of m e d i c i n e 
at G l a s g o w U n i v e r s i t y a n d i n 1831 he g r a d u a t e d M . D . P r o o f 
o f his o u t s t a n d i n g a b i l i t y w a s g i v e n t w o y e a r s l a t e r w h e n he w a s 
selected b y c o m p e t i t i v e e x a m i n a t i o n for the Professorship of 
C h e m i s t r y i n M a r i s c h a l Col lege , A b e r d e e n , a pos i t ion w h i c h 
he h e l d u n t i l 1860, t h o u g h for m a n y y e a r s i l l - h e a l t h p r e v e n t e d 
h i m t a k i n g a n a c t i v e p a r t i n t e a c h i n g . H e d i e d i n 1867. 

C l a r k w a s a m a n of w i d e k n o w l e d g e , w a n d e r i n g f a r f r o m his 
o w n s p e c i a l field, a n d he w a s a p r o l i f i c w r i t e r a n d a d o u g h t y 
controvers ia l i s t , b u t his f a m e rests o n the results o f h i s w a t e r 
tests a n d h i s process for softening h a r d w a t e r . I n the analys is 
o f w a t e r he w a s a p ioneer , a n d l i k e a l l p ioneers he m e t w i t h 
opposi t ion. A n e x a m i n a t i o n o f his c l a i m s w a s m a d e b y three of 
the most d is t inguished chemists o f the d a y , G r a h a m , M i l l e r , 
a n d HoflTman, a n d t h e i r r e p o r t w a s f a v o u r a b l e ; b u t years 
w e r e to pass before the process w h i c h b e c a m e k n o w n as C l a r k ' s 
Process w a s w i d e l y a d o p t e d , t h o u g h i t c o n t r i b u t e d to better 
c o o k i n g , to easier w a s h i n g , a n d to g e n e r a l e c o n o m y . T h a t 
L o n d o n t u r n e d its b a c k o n i t g r e a t l y d i s a p p o i n t e d C l a r k , w h o 
w a s e m p h a t i c a b o u t its usefulness to s u c h a l a r g e c o m m u n i t y , 
b u t the t i m e c a m e , t h o u g h i t w a s m a n y y e a r s after h i s d e a t h , 
w h e n the c i t y a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e i n d u c e d b y e x p e r t a d v i c e to 
reverse the e a r l i e r dec is ion . H i s w o r k w a s v i n d i c a t e d a n d 
r e c o g n i t i o n of its v a l u e to m a n k i n d w a s firmly establ ished. 

J O H N T A Y L O R , M.D. 

T o w e r i n g a b o v e a l l the other m o n u m e n t s i n the o l d W a l l a c e -
t o w n c e m e t e r y o f A y r stands the statue o f J o h n T a y l o r of 
B l a c k h o u s e , p h y s i c i a n . C h a r t i s t , a n d great R a d i c a l reformer. 
I n s c r i b e d o n the pedesta l o f the statue a r e the f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : 
'Profess ional ly , he w a s a l i k e the P o o r M a n ' s generous f r iend 
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a n d p h y s i c i a n ; p o h t i c a l l y , he w a s the e loquent a n d u n f l i n c h i n g 
a d v o c a t e o f the People 's C a u s e , freely s a c r i f i c i n g h e a l t h , m e a n s , 
soc ia l status, a n d e v e n p e r s o n a l H b e r t y to the a d v a n c e m e n t o f 
measures t h e n cons idered e x t r e m e , b u t n o w a c k n o w l e d g e d to 
be essential to the w e l l - b e i n g o f the S t a t e . ' I n his History of the 
Chartist Movement, R . M . G a m m a g e w r o t e o f h i m as 'one w h o 
h a d a noble h e a r t t h a t ever beat w a r m l y for h u m a n i t y a n d 
a l w a y s b o u n d e d i n f a v o u r o f the oppressed against the oppres­
sor ' . L i k e H e i n e , he m i g h t h a v e w r i t t e n o f h i m s e l f : ' L a y o n m y 
coffin a s w o r d ; for I w a s a b r a v e soldier i n the l i b e r a t i o n w a r 
o f h u m a n i t y . ' 

J o h n T a y l o r w a s b o r n at N e w a r k C a s t l e n e a r A y r i n 1 8 0 5 — 
' b o r n ' , as he h i m s e l f s a i d , 'to i m m e n s e aff luence, a n d e d u c a t e d 
i n the most s p l e n d i d m a n n e r , w i t h e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y t h r o w n 
at m y feet t h a t c o u l d ever be offered to m a n ' . T h a t one b o m 
i n t o s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s s h o u l d so e x h a u s t i v e l y s p e n d n o t o n l y 
his w e a l t h b u t a l l his energies o f m i n d a n d b o d y for the cause o f 
the c o m m o n people d e c l a r e d h i m to be a m a n o f d i s t i n c t i v e 
m o u l d , passionate i n his s y m p a t h i e s , p u r e i n his mot ives , a n d 
o f s t rongly i n d e p e n d e n t c h a r a c t e r . I n his e a r l y days , he 
spent some y e a r s i n F r a n c e , a n d the contacts h e m a d e there 
w i t h y o u n g r e p u b l i c a n s u n d o u b t e d l y q u i c k e n e d his m i n d a n d 
fired h i s i m a g i n a t i o n , a n d p r o b a b l y h a d a d i r e c t in f luence o n 
h i s l a t e r act ions , g i v i n g t h e m t h a t e x t r e m e c o l o u r w h i c h m y s t i ­
fied a n d a l i e n a t e d m a n y o f his f r iends. 

F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s T a y l o r w a s a n a v a l surgeon, b u t the l u r e 
o f pol i t ics w a s too s trong for h i m , a n d i n 1832 he stood as 
R a d i c a l c a n d i d a t e for A y r B u r g h s b u t w a s unsuccessful . A sec­
o n d a t t e m p t i n 1834 h a d the s a m e resul t . B u t these d i s a p p o i n t ­
m e n t s d i d n o t d i m i n i s h h i s e n t h u s i a s m for t h e cause he h a d 
espoused. I n 1833 he f o u n d e d a n d edi ted t h e Ayrshire Reformer 
and Kilmarnock Gazette, a n d f r o m 1836 to 1838 he o w n e d a n d 
edi ted t h e New Liberator, a w o r k i n g - c l a s s n e w s p a p e r p u b l i s h e d 
i n G l a s g o w , w h i c h s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d the R a d i c a l m o v e m e n t 
a n d t r a d e u n i o n i s m . O n the p o l i t i c a l p l a t f o r m he a d v o c a t e d 
t h e d e m a n d s l a i d d o w n i n the People 's C h a r t e r , a n d i n 1838, 
after c o n s i d e r a b l e opposi t ion, some o f i t f r o m his o w n c o u n t y , 
he took his p l a c e as a m e m b e r o f the C h a r t i s t s ' G e n e r a l C o n ­
v e n t i o n . R i v a l pol ic ies o f m o r a l force a n d p h y s i c a l force h a d 
c a u s e d some d i s r u p t i o n i n the p a r t y , a n d T a y l o r h a d been 

1 
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a c c u s e d o f f a v o u r i n g the l a t t e r , b u t he m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t h e 
w o u l d s u p p o r t t h a t o n l y as a last resort . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a n 
i n c i d e n t a t a C o n v e n t i o n m e e t i n g i n B i r m i n g h a m l e d to "his 
arres t o n a c h a r g e o f i n c i t i n g to r i o t , a n d he w a s i m p r i s o n e d i n 
W a r w i c k gaol . H e w a s a c q u i t t e d , b u t his arres t h a d deepened 
his c o n v i c t i o n t h a t the G o v e r n m e n t w a s d e t e r m i n e d to exercise 
a p o l i c y o f suppress ion, a n d his d i s a p p o i n t m e n t a t the C o n ­
v e n t i o n ' s f a i l u r e to g ive the people a c l e a r l e a d m a d e h i m less 
c a u t i o u s i n s p e e c h — a speech at C a r l i s l e l e d to a w a r r a n t b e i n g 
issued for his arrest o n a c h a r g e o f s e d i t i o n — a n d e x t r e m e l y 
c r i t i c a l o f the C o n v e n t i o n ' s p e r s o n n e l . T h e C o n v e n t i o n e x c o m ­
m u n i c a t e d h i m , a n d he b e c a m e m o r e deeply i n v o l v e d w i t h the 
p h y s i c a l force m i n o r i t y a n d w a s suspected o f c o n s p i r i n g i n ­
s u r r e c t i o n . T h a t he i n t e n d e d a n y t h i n g v i o l e n t w a s n e v e r 
c l e a r l y p r o v e d . H o w e v e r , his c a r e e r as a l e a d i n g C h a r t i s t w a s 
over , a n d i n 1840 he w e n t i n t o r e t i r e m e n t . P h y s i c a l l y he w a s 
a spent force, a n d , t w o y e a r s l a t e r , he d i e d at the h o m e o f his 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w i n t h e n o r t h o f I r e l a n d . H i s life h a d b e e n a 
tempestuous one, b u t before his d e a t h he h a d a t i m e of peace . 
H e w a s the a u t h o r o f some rehgious verses a n d one o f these w a s 
i n s c r i b e d o n his m o n u m e n t . 

H a d T a y l o r chosen a n o t h e r w a y o f l i fe, h is i n t e l l e c t u a l s ta ture , 
his great i n t e g r i t y , h i s gift o f i m p r e s s i v e speech, his singleness o f 
purpose , a n d his fine p h y s i c a l presence w o u l d h a v e assured h i m 
o f success, b u t he h a d d e d i c a t e d h i m s e l f to a cause, a n d i n t h a t 
cause h e d i s p l a y e d a selflessness t h a t belongs o n l y to the v e r y 
great . 

J A M E S F E R G U S S O N , C . I . E . , D . C . L . , L L . D . , F . R . S . , F . G . S . 

A n i n t e r e s t i n g e x a m p l e o f the m a n w h o , w i t h n e v e r of f ic ia l ly 
m o r e t h a n the status o f a n a m a t e u r , presents the professional 
w i t h a w i d e field o f k n o w l e d g e i n w h i c h he c a n v e r y p r o f i t a b l y 
g l e a n , is J a m e s F e r g u s s o n w h o w a s b o r n i n A y r i n 1808. H i s 
f a t h e r w a s a doctor , a m a n o f some d i s t i n c t i o n w h o served o n 
the flagship at the bat t le o f C o p e n h a g e n i n 1801 a n d w a s 
also present a t the c a p t u r e o f O p o r t o a n d at T a l a v e r a d u r i n g 
the P e n i n s u l a r W a r . T h e boy w a s e d u c a t e d a t E d i n b u r g h H i g h 
S c h o o l a n d at a p r i v a t e school a t H o u n s l o w . A s i t w a s his 
father 's i n t e n t i o n to send h i m to j o i n his o l d e r b r o t h e r w h o w a s 
a p a r t n e r i n a t r a d i n g firm i n I n d i a , h is e d u c a t i o n at the l a t t e r 
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school w a s n o t s t r i c t l y a c a d e m i c , b u t i f he h a d n o t the d i s c i p l i n e 
o f a c l a s s i c a l e d u c a t i o n , he w a s gifted w i t h a n i n q u i r i n g m i n d 
a n d a n o b s e r v a n t eye, a n d the o r d i n a r y n a t u r e o f h i s school ing 
m a y h a v e saved h i m f r o m p e d a n t r y . 

T h e firm to w h i c h y o u n g F e r g u s s o n w a s a t t a c h e d f a i l e d soon 
after his a r r i v a l i n I n d i a , a n d he s t a r t e d business for h i m s e l f as 
a n i n d i g o p l a n t e r . B u t c o m m e r c e h a d no great a t t r a c t i o n for 
h i m , a n d w h e n he h a d m a d e sufficient m o n e y to p u r s u e h i s 
c h i e f interest , archaeology , he set out o n his t r a v e l s over I n d i a 
to s t u d y a n d t a k e notes o n its great a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e m a i n s . 
B e t w e e n the y e a r s 1835/42, he m a d e d e t a i l e d a n d a c c u r a t e 
m e a s u r e m e n t s o f m a n y I n d i a n b u i l d i n g s o f h i s t o r i c a l a n d 
re l ig ious interest a n d so l a i d the foundat ions for the w o r k t h a t 
w a s to m a k e h i m f a m o u s . 

I n 1840 he w a s m a d e a F e l l o w o f the R o y a l A s i a t i c S o c i e t y 
a n d r e a d to its m e m b e r s a p a p e r o n ' T h e R o c k - c u t T e m p l e s o f 
I n d i a ' . L a t e r , he r e a d to m e m b e r s o f the R o y a l I n s t i t u t e o f 
B r i t i s h A r c h i t e c t s a p a p e r o n ' A n c i e n t B u d d h i s t A r c h i t e c t u r e 
i n I n d i a ' , a n d t h a t Soc ie ty p u b l i s h e d also his A History of the 
Pointed Arch a n d The Architecture of Nineveh. I n 1849 there 
a p p e a r e d An Historical Inquiry into the True Principles of Beauty 
in Art especially with reference to Architecture, the book F e r g u s s o n 
c o n s i d e r e d his best, b u t w h i c h , f r o m the sel ler 's p o i n t o f v i e w , 
w a s a c o m p l e t e f a i l u r e . I t w a s i n this book t h a t h e p u t f o r w a r d 
h i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h e o r y a b o u t l i g h t i n g i n the o ld G r e e k temples , 
a t h e o r y he p u r s u e d f u r t h e r i n a p a p e r , ' T h e P a r t h e n o n ' , r e a d 
to the R o y a l I n s t i t u t e o f B r i t i s h A r c h i t e c t s i n 1 8 6 1 . I n 1867 
his greatest w o r k w a s p u b l i s h e d . T h i s w a s A History of Archi­
tecture in all Countries from the Earliest Times to the Present Day a n d 
w a s a c o m b i n a t i o n o f t w o e a r l i e r p u b l i c a t i o n s . The Illustrated 
Handbook of Architecture a n d A History of the Modern Styles of 
Architecture. 

O f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n c a m e to F e r g u s s o n w h e n , i n 1869, he 
w a s a p p o i n t e d S e c r e t a r y o f W o r k s a n d B u i l d i n g s a n d , soon 
a f t e r w a r d s , m a d e I n s p e c t o r o f P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s a n d M o n u m e n t s . 
I n 1857 he h a d b e e n a p p o i n t e d a m e m b e r o f a R o y a l C o m m i s ­
s ion to i n q u i r e i n t o the defences o f the U n i t e d K i n g d o m , a n 
a p p o i n t m e n t u n d o u b t e d l y r e s u l t i n g f r o m his Proposed Mew 
System of Fortification, p u b l i s h e d i n 1849, i n w h i c h he a d v o c a t e d 
the use o f e a r t h w o r k s i n s t e a d o f m a s o n r y , a p r o p o s a l a t first 
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r e c e i v e d w i t h s c o r n b u t l a t e r g e n e r a l l y a d o p t e d . A n o t h e r o f 
his p u b l i c a t i o n s w h i c h c a u s e d cons iderable c o n t r o v e r s y w a s 
An Essay on the Ancient Topography of Jerusalem i n w h i c h he 
d i s p u t e d the accepted l o c a t i o n o f the H o l y S e p u l c h r e . 

A s a p r o o f o f Fergusson 's v e r s a t i l i t y his p a p e r i n the Quarterly 
Journal of the Geological Society o f A u g u s t 1863 deserves m e n t i o n . 
T h e p a p e r w a s ent i t led ' R e c e n t C h a n g e s i n the D e l t a o f the 
G a n g e s a n d the N a t u r a l L a w s R e g u l a t i n g the C o u r s e s o f 
R i v e r s ' , a n d i t exhib i ts the s a m e a c u t e o b s e r v a t i o n , c a r e for 
d e t a i l , a n d s k i l f u l d e d u c t i o n w h i c h w e f i n d i n his m o r e specif ic 
w o r k . H i s associat ion w i t h the H a n d e l F e s t i v a l o f 1857 s h o u l d 
also be noted , w h e n h e w a s responsible for those p r a c t i c a l 
deta i l s w h i c h c r e a t e d a t r a d i t i o n for a l l f u t u r e festivals . I n 1871 
he w a s a w a r d e d the R o y a l G o l d M e d a l o f the I n s t i t u t e o f 
B r i t i s h A r c h i t e c t s a n d w a s a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n s t i t u t e . 
H e w a s also a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f the R o y a l A s i a t i c Soc iety , a n d 
w a s the r e c i p i e n t o f m a n y other p u b l i c h o n o u r s . H e d i e d i n 
1886. 

Fergusson 's great k n o w l e d g e o f his subject a n d his p h i l o s o p h i ­
c a l a p p r o a c h to i t gave h i m a n a u t h o r i t y t h a t b r o u g h t h i m 
r e c o g n i t i o n f r o m t h e l e a d i n g professional archi tec ts , a n d his 
o p i n i o n w a s often eager ly i n v i t e d . H e w a s the a m a t e u r , b u t 
the freshness o f his v i e w u n d i m m e d b y e a r l y preconcept ions , 
a n d h i s p o w e r o f v i v i d p r e s e n t a t i o n impressed the t r a i n e d m i n d 
o f t h e . p r a c t i t i o n e r . H i s w o r k w i l l s t a n d the test o f t i m e . 

J O H N Y O U N G , CANADIAN STATESMAN 

C a n a d a has a l w a y s h a d a s trong a t t r a c t i o n for S c o t s m e n a n d 
m a n y of o u r c o u n t r y m e n w h o h a v e gone to settle there h a v e 
p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n its p o l i t i c a l a n d i n d u s t r i a l deve lop­
m e n t . O n e A y r m a n w h o r e n d e r e d d i s t i n g u i s h e d p u b H c service 
i n this w e s t e r n D o m i n i o n w a s J o h n Y o u n g , e m i n e n t C a n a d i a n 
economist a n d P r e s i d e n t o f the C a n a d i a n B o a r d o f T r a d e , a 
s t rong l o y a l i s t w i t h a k e e n awareness o f the g r o w i n g p o w e r 
o f C a n a d a ' s great n e i g h b o u r a n d o f possible inter ference w i t h 
C a n a d i a n t r a d e , a n d a d e t e r m i n e d fighter for the cause of 
u n i t y i n the p r o v i n c e s a n d the suppress ion o f a l l traces o f revo l t . 

Y o u n g w a s b o r n i n 1811 a n d w e n t to C a n a d a w h e n he w a s a 
l a d o f fifteen. H e got a j o b as c l e r k i n t h e office o f a Q u e b e c 
t r a d i n g firm a n d p r o v e d h i m s e l f so efficient t h a t he w a s m a d e 
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a p a r t n e r of the firm w h e n he w a s t w e n t y - f o u r . A t t h a t t i m e 
there w a s cons iderable u n r e s t i n the p r o v i n c e , d u e to conf l i c t ing 
r a c i a l e lements , a n d the y o u n g S c o t s m a n m a d e h i m s e l f p r o m i ­
n e n t i n h e l p i n g to raise a fighting force to p r e v e n t i n s u r r e c t i o n . 
P e a c e w a s p r e s e r v e d a n d Y o u n g b y his a c t i o n b e c a m e a p u b H c 
figure. T o find a w i d e r field o f a c t i v i t y he r e m o v e d to M o n t r e a l 
a n d for t h i r t y y e a r s w a s closely ident i f ied w i t h p u b l i c a f fa irs 
there , w o r k i n g h a r d for the d e v e l o p m e n t o f the c i t y as a great 
c o m m e r c i a l centre . F o r this end he sought to i m p r o v e a n d 
e x t e n d t r a n s p o r t , a n d t h o u g h his ideas o n r a i l a n d w a t e r t r a n s ­
p o r t w e r e a t first opposed, t h e y w e r e finally a d o p t e d w i t h most 
a d v a n t a g e o u s results . T h e d e e p e n i n g o f the a p p r o a c h e s b y 
s teamer to M o n t r e a l a n d the b u i l d i n g o f s e v e r a l c a n a l s a n d 
r a i l w a y s w e r e l a r g e l y d u e to h i m . 

I n 1 8 5 1 , Y o u n g represented M o n t r e a l i n the L e g i s l a t i v e A s ­
s e m b l y of C a n a d a a n d w a s m a d e C o m m i s s i o n e r o f P u b l i c W o r k s , 
i n w h i c h office he w a s responsible for the C a n a d i a n c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to the great L o n d o n E x h i b i t i o n o f t h a t y e a r a n d for the increase 
o f t r a d e b e t w e e n M o n t r e a l a n d L i v e r p o o l . H e also a r r a n g e d 
a n i n t e r - c o l o n i a l r a i l w a y conference. B u t his sensitiveness to 
A m e r i c a n e n c r o a c h m e n t l e d to d i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h the P r e m i e r 
a n d he res igned f r o m office the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . I l l - h e a l t h c o m ­
p e l l e d h i m to res ign f r o m the A s s e m b l y five y e a r s l a t e r . I n 1872 
he entered the C a n a d i a n H o u s e o f C o m m o n s as m e m b e r for 
M o n t r e a l W e s t a n d b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t o f the B o a r d o f T r a d e , 
a n office he h e l d u n t i l his d e a t h i n 1878. 

E a r l y i n his p u b l i c c a r e e r Y o u n g h a d become a F r e e T r a d e r 
a n d he w a s one o f the founders of the C a n a d i a n F r e e T r a d e 
A s s o c i a t i o n . H e w a s a l e a d i n g c o n t r i b u t o r to The Canadian 
Economist a n d w r o t e m a n y p a m p h l e t s o n C a n a d i a n t r a d e a n d 
c o m m e r c e . H i s great a i m s w e r e to m a k e M o n t r e a l a g r e a t 
w e s t e r n port , a n d to l e a v e b e h i n d h i m a C a n a d a t h a t w o u l d be 
s t rong e n o u g h to compete w i t h o u t fear w i t h the U n i t e d States 
o f A m e r i c a . T h e w o r k he d i d to real ise these a i m s has its p l a c e 
i n C a n a d i a n h i s t o r y . 

W I L L I A M S C H A W L I N D S A Y , M.P. 

W i l h a m S c h a w L i n d s a y , a l a d w h o c a r v e d out his o w n c a r e e r 
a n d m a d e a success o f i t , w a s b o r n i n A y r i n the y e a r 1816. A t 
the age o f s ix he w a s left a n o r p h a n a n d w a s b r o u g h t u p b y h i s 
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u n c l e , the R e v . D r . S c h a w , m i n i s t e r o f the Secession C h u r c h , 
A y r . L i f e a t the m a n s e b e c a m e too c o n f i n i n g for the b o y a n d , 
w h e n he w a s fifteen, he escaped f r o m his unc le ' s p r o t e c t i o n b y 
r u n n i n g a w a y to sea. H e soon d i s c o v e r e d t h a t f r e e d o m is not 
so eas i ly w o n a n d t h a t the life he h a d chosen h a d v e r y severe 
l i m i t a t i o n s a n d m a n y h a r d s h i p s , b u t h e w a s s t u b b o r n a n d 
p e r s e v e r i n g a n d e n d u r e d w i t h o u t f l i n c h i n g . H i s courage , per­
sistence, a n d s trong a m b i t i o n b r o u g h t h i m success, a n d h e w a s 
s t i l l a y o u n g m a n w h e n he w a s m a d e c a p t a i n of a boat n a m e d 
The Olive Branch. F r o m t h a t t i m e for tune f a v o u r e d h i m , a n d , 
a few y e a r s l a t e r , h a v i n g s a v e d some m o n e y , he left the sea a n d 
settled d o w n i n the north-east o f E n g l a n d . H e b e c a m e agent 
for the C a s t l e E d e n C o a l C o m p a n y , D u r h a m , a n d b e c a m e 
p r o m i n e n t i n h e l p i n g to p r o m o t e the d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h a t a r e a . 

I n 1845 he w e n t to L o n d o n a n d there he b u i l t u p the i m p o r ­
t a n t h o m e a n d fore ign s h i p p i n g f i r m o f W i l l i a m S c l i a w L i n d s a y 
a n d C o m p a n y . T o s t i m u l a t e interest i n the p r o b l e m s of s h i p p i n g 
a n d overseas t r a d e , he d e c i d e d to s t a n d for P a r l i a m e n t , a n d i n 
1853 he contested M o n m o u t h b u t w a s unsuccessfial. T h a t same 
y e a r he contested D a r t m o u t h b u t w a s a g a i n unsuccessful . B u t 
h e w a s not one to accept defeat eas i ly a n d w i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
persistence he fought a g a i n , a n d i n 1854 b e c a m e m e m b e r for 
the T y n e m o u t h const i tuency . F r o m 1859 to 1874 he r e p r e ­
sented S u n d e r l a n d , a n d d u r i n g these y e a r s he w a s conspicuous 
i n the H o u s e o f C o m m o n s for his a d v o c a c y o f reforms af fect ing 
m e r c h a n t m e n a n d m a r i n e i n s u r a n c e . I n debate he conf ined 
h i m s e l f to w h a t he r e a l l y k n e w , a n d his k n o w l e d g e o f s h i p p i n g 
a n d e v e r y t h i n g p e r t a i n i n g to i t b e c a m e recognised. H e w a s a 
b e l i e v e r i n F r e e T r a d e a n d w a s a k e e n s u p p o r t e r o f C o b d e n 
a n d B r i g h t i n t h e i r c a m p a i g n . A n effective speaker , he w a s 
also a c o n v i n c i n g w r i t e r a n d w a s the a u t h o r o f t w o w o r k s , Our 
Navigation and Mercantile Laws Considered a n d a History of Mer­
chant Shipping. 

L i n d s a y d i e d i n 1877. H e w a s a n o u t s t a n d i n g e x a m p l e of 
the l a d w h o m a k e s good. F r o m r e b e l l i o n aga inst the d i s c i p l i n e 
i m p o s e d o n h i m b y others he passed to t h e h i g h e r a n d n o b l e r 
d i s c i p l i n e o f self. I n his e a r l y l i fe he h a d e n d u r e d m u c h , b u t 
his h u m a n i t y s u r v i v e d a n d he exerc ised i t i n seeking to m a k e 
th ings better for those w h o w e n t to sea after his d a y . T h e 
a d v e n t u r e o f his y o u t h a n d e a r l y m a n h o o d h a d m a d e h i m wise . 
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CAPTAIN W I L L I A M G R E I G 
T h e r e is s o m e t h i n g r o m a n t i c , a n d p e r h a p s s o m e t h i n g o f the 

p i c a r e s q u e , a b o u t the story o f W i U i a m G r e i g w h o , after a l i fe 
o f a d v e n t u r e i n the S o u t h P a c i f i c , sett led d o w n o n F a n n i n g 
I s l a n d — o n e o f a g r o u p o f i s lands d iscovered there b y a n A m e r i ­
c a n e x p l o r e r , C a p t a i n E d m u n d — p u r c h a s e d i t f r o m a n E n g l i s h 
f i r m w h i c h h a d e m p l o y e d h i m , a n d m a d e so successful a n 
o c c u p a t i o n o f i t t h a t he b e c a m e k n o w n as ' T h e K i n g o f F a n n i n g 
I s l a n d ' . I f not a k i n g b y h e r e d i t a r y r i g h t or i n a n y h i s t o r i c a l 
sense, G r e i g seems at least to h a v e e x h i b i t e d d u r i n g his res i ­
dence there severa l k i n g l y q u a l i t i e s . 

H e w a s b o r n i n A y r i n 1821 , a n d , after a short school 
e d u c a t i o n , w e n t to sea as his fathers h a d done before h i m . H e 
w a s s trong to e n d u r e , v e r y i n d u s t r i o u s , a n d q u i c k a n d sure i n 
h i s grasp o f o p p o r t u n i t y , a n d at the age o f t w e n t y - t h r e e he 
b e c a m e m a s t e r o f a t r a d i n g vessel s a i l i n g b e t w e e n B r i t a i n a n d 
the ports o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . H i s a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h the S o u t h 
P a c i f i c a n d the is lands dotted o v e r i t b e c a m e i n t i m a t e , a n d the 
v a r i e t y o f exper ience a n d i n c r e a s i n g k n o w l e d g e o f h u m a n 
n a t u r e t h a t he g a i n e d there b r o u g h t to h i m t h a t w i s d o m w h i c h 
h e l p e d h i m l a t e r to h a n d l e so s k i l f u l l y the h u m a n p r o b l e m as 
i t presented i t se l f to h i m o n the i s l a n d over w h i c h he r u l e d . 

G r e i g ' s sett lement o n F a n n i n g b e g a n w h e n he w a s asked b y 
the owners to h e l p t h e m i n d e v e l o p i n g its t r a d e i n g u a n o . H e 
w a s not l o n g i n e s t i m a t i n g the possibihties o f s u c h a business, 
a n d w h e n f i n a n c i a l dif f icult ies c o m p e l l e d the f i r m to sel l the 
i s l a n d he b o u g h t i t a n d settled d o w n to p r o m o t e w h a t t h e y h a d 
b e g u n . F o r the l o n g p e r i o d o f t h i r t y - f i v e y e a r s he l i v e d t h e r e , 
a n d , a l l t h a t t i m e , his re la t ions w i t h the n a t i v e s w h o w o r k e d 
for h i m w e r e o f the h a p p i e s t , so s y m p a t h e t i c a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f t h e i r needs a n d diff icult ies d i d h e s h o w a n d so w i l l i n g w a s 
he to r e c i p r o c a t e the respect a n d g o o d w i l l he w o n f r o m t h e m . 
H i s success l e d h i m to p u r c h a s e a n o t h e r i s l a n d s i x t y mi les a w a y , 
W a s h i n g t o n I s l a n d , a n d u n d e r his c o n t r o l i t too b e c a m e a n 
i m p o r t a n t source of g u a n o . H e p a i d s e v e r a l business t r ips to 
A m e r i c a , a n d he d i e d i n S a n F r a n c i s c o i n 1892. F o u r y e a r s 
before his d e a t h F a n n i n g I s l a n d w a s a n n e x e d b y B r i t a i n . 

G r e i g n e v e r forgot h i s l ife as a s e a m a n , a n d d u r i n g his s tay 
o n F a n n i n g he w a s the m e a n s of s a v i n g the c r e w s o f severa l 
ships w h i c h w e r e w r e c k e d i n the s u r r o u n d i n g w a t e r s . H e w a s 
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not one whom success could spoil and he evoked the admiration 
and affection of those who knew him. His life on Fanning may 
have been i n one sense a lonely one, as a king's life often is, but 
it was a full one, and he accepted its hazards in the spirit of the 
true adventurer. 

S I R T H O M A S M c I L W R A I T H 

Sir Thomas M c l l w r a i t h was one of three brothers who gave 
conspicuous service to Australia in its development from the 
haphazards of its pioneering days to its attainment of stable 
municipal government and closer political cohesion. T h e 
oldest brother, J o h n , who was the first of the family to go there, 
became the Honourable J o h n M c l l w r a i t h , Mayor of Melbourne, 
and a prominent figure i n the colony of Victor ia which he 
represented as a commissioner at the American Exhibit ion in 
1876. T h e youngest brother, Andrew, became a partner i n a 
great shipping firm, M c l l w r a i t h , M c E a c h r a n and Company, 
which established regularised trading communications between 
Australia and Bri ta in and did much to popularise the frozen 
meat trade. Thomas was the most eminent of the three and 
gained a publicity that extended far beyond the field of his 
activities, penetrating the court of at least one great European 
Power and causing considerable excitement there. 

T h e three brothers were the sons of J o h n M c l l w r a i t h , an 
A y r bailie and highly respected tradesman, and Thomas was 
born i n 1835. H e was educated at A y r Academy and later 
enrolled as a student at Glasgow University, but his studies 
there came to a sudden end, when, influenced by news of his 
older brother's success in the colony of Victor ia , he left Scotland, 
at the age of fifteen, to j o i n h im. O n his arr iva l , he found 
employment on the engineering staff of the government railway 
department, but he was not satisfied and he went to work with 
a private firm of rai lway contractors i n Melbourne. When he 
had saved some money, he invested it i n pastoral property in 
Queensland and shortly afterwards went to live there. 

M c l l w r a i t h had inherited his father's interest i n pubHc affairs 
and soon he became involved i n the politics of the colony. I n 
1868 he was elected to the Queensland Legislative Assembly-
His abilities as a legislator were soon recognised, and in i874 
he was made Secretary for Public Works and Mines. But he 
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was a pungent critic and his tenure of office was not a long one. 
I n 1877 he led the Opposition i n the Assembly and, when his 
party won the election i n 1879, he became Prime Minister. 
Bad weather had affected the colony's finances and he took 
over with a deficit, but by skilful administration he helped to 
turn the deficit into a surplus and his reputation was enhanced. 

T h e incident i n his career which had repercussions not only 
i n Austral ia but also i n Europe was his annexation of New 
Guinea i n 1883. T h e annexation was repudiated by L o r d 
Derby, Colonial Secretary for the Home Government, though 
M c l l w r a i t h maintained that he had acted as he did to prevent 
the annexation of the island by Germany. Australia was i n ­
dignant at the repudiation and a movement arose for the 
setting up of a centralised authority to deal with questions 
arising between her and the Home Country, and a request was 
made for the introduction of steps towards federation. A n 
Inter-Colonial Conference was held, but soon afterwards 
Mcl lwra i th ' s Government was defeated and his political in­
fluence was temporarily i n abeyance. H e returned to the 
Premiership in 1888 but had to resign for health reasons. I n 
1891 he represented Queensland i n the first Federal Legislative 
Council , and i n 1893 he became Premier for the third time. 
H e retired i n 1895, died i n London five years later. H e 
was buried i n Ayr . 

S ir Thomas M c l l w r a i t h was a man of big stature, physically 
and mentally. H e was fertile i n ideas, decisive in action, and 
resolute in achieving his ends. His way of gaining these ends 
may not always have been the orthodox way, but Austraha w i l l 
always be grateful to h im for the great part he played i n helping 
her towards political maturity. F o r his services Queen Victor ia 
conferred on h i m a knighthood, and i n recognition of his 
distinction Glasgow University honoured him with the degree 
of Doctor of L a w s . Along with his brother J o h n he received 
the freedom of A y r when he was visiting the town in 1884. 

D A V I D C A T H C A R T , L O R D A L L O W A Y 

D a v i d Cathcart, the first, chronologically, of four A y r men 
who, each i n his particular way and with his own peculiar gifts, 
contributed much to the continuation and enrichment of a 
sound Scottish justiciary tradition, was the son of El ias Cath-
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cart, an A y r wine-merchant. H e was born i n 1764 and was 
educated at A y r Burgh School and at Edinburgh University. I n 
1785 he was called to the Bar, and the vigour of his mind and 
his knowledge of law soon won for h i m a wide reputation and 
attracted considerable business. His modesty, his urbanity, 
and his integrity enhanced his intellectual gifts, and as the 
years passed, his reputation grew and members of his profession 
regarded h i m with admiration and respect. T h u s it was not 
surprising to some when in 1813 he was raised to the Bench by 
a ministry of whose political complexion he did not approve 
— a high compliment to his ability. H e then assumed the title 
of L o r d Alloway, the estate of Greenfield which his father had 
purchased being i n Al loway parish. I n 1826 he was further 
honoured when he was made a L o r d of Justiciary. 

His intimate knowledge of procedure, his power of clear 
exposition, his wealth of analogy, and a characteristic caution 
i n his judgments made L o r d Al loway an impressive figure, and 
his rectitude was unquestioned. T o counsel he was one of the 
great law-lords. His well-balanced mind hated extremes of 
any kind, and, though his political convictions were strong— 
he was a L i b e r a l i n politics—he had no time for bitter party 
prejudices. As he had attained his own high position by merit 
so he appreciated merit in others and could regard his oppo­
nents without passion. H e believed in the practice of Christ ian 
charity, and his relations with r ich and poor alike were those 
of a man who found his guiding principle i n the faith he 
professed. 

L o r d Alloway died in 1828 at Blairston, the estate which 
had come to h i m through his marriage to Margaret M u i r , a 
daughter of the owner. H e was buried i n the old kirk-yard at 
Al loway near to his old home at Greenfield. 

J O H N C O W A N , L O R D C O W A N 

W h e n L o r d Cowan retired from the Bench in 1874, one man 
observed: 'There goes one of the giants in the law world of 
Scotland.' T h e tribute was well merited. A long administra­
tion of justice had made h i m a revered figure whose judgments, 
based on an authoritative sense of right, great knowledge, and 
calm and scrupulous dehberation, held commanding influence. 

J o h n Cowan was born i n A y r in 1798. H e was a member of 
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a highly respected family and was brought up i n an atmosphere 
of strong religious and politically liberal convictions which 
were to mark his character to the end of his life. H e was 
educated at A y r Academy where his name is perpetuated by 
his gift in 1852 of the Cowan Gold Medal to be awarded each 
year to the dux of the school, and at Edinburgh University 
where he studied law. H e was called to the B a r i n 1822 and 
built up a large practice i n commercial and feudal cases. 

I n 1848 he was appointed Sheriff of Kincardineshire and 
held that office for three years. His interest i n politics had not 
passed unnoticed and i n 1851 he became SoHcitor-General 
under Lord-Advocate Moncrieff, but his elevation to the Bench 
that year made his tenure of the political office a short one. H e 
sat on the Bench for twenty-three years, and as L o r d of Session 
and of Just ic iary exercised his great powers of mind and heart 
i n interpreting and administering the law. H e died i n 1878, 
four years after his retiral, and was buried in the Dean Ceme­
tery, Edinburgh. 

I n politics he was a L i b e r a l , more W h i g than R a d i c a l , and 
i n religion he became a dissenter. As he believed in political 
liberty, so he resented interference with his spiritual freedom, 
and he expressed this resentment i n action when, in 1843, he 
joined the C h u r c h Disruption Movement and became a mem­
ber of the new Free Church. I n Free St. George's C h u r c h , 
Edinburgh, he was a leading layman under the distinguished 
ministries of D r . J o h n Candlish and D r . Alexander W h y te. T o 
h i m the life of the spirit and the efficacy of the law had each 
its place; to neglect either could only bring confusion and 
disaster. 

A N D R E W J A M E S O N , L O R D A R D W E L L 

I f not a giant i n the sense that L o r d Cowan was. L o r d Ardwel l 
was nevertheless a man of remarkable gifts which found ex­
pression not only i n the legal world but very notably i n the 
world of industrial conflict. H e may not have had that con­
structive type of mind that enabled some benchers to play an 
important part i n the building up of the fabric of case law in 
Scotland, but he possessed an intellectual agihty that made 
the grasp of a situation easy to h im, and his shrewd assessment 
of character, his just appreciation of motive, and his sound 
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c o m m o n sense m a d e h i m a v e r y c o m p e t e n t j u d g e a n d a most 
successful a r b i t e r . T h e r e w a s n o t h i n g flamboyant a b o u t h i m , 
a n d his p la inness of speech c o u p l e d w i t h a k e e n sense of h u m o u r 
i n s p i r e d the o r d i n a r y m a n ' s conf idence i n h i m a n d i n the f a i r ­
ness o f his decisions. T h a t he w a s so accepted w a s a l l he a s k e d ; 
flattery w a s r e p u g n a n t to h i m . 

A n d r e w J a m e s o n h a d the l a w i n his b l o o d : o n b o t h sides o f 
the f a m i l y he w a s c o n n e c t e d w i t h the profession. H e w a s b o r n 
i n A y r i n 1845 ^ n d r e c e i v e d his e a r l y e d u c a t i o n at E d i n b u r g h 
A c a d e m y . H e g r a d u a t e d i n A r t s a t S t . A n d r e w s U n i v e r s i t y i n 
1865, a n d t h e n s tudied l a w at E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y . I n 1870 
he w a s c a l l e d to the Scot t i sh B a r , a n d after t w e l v e y e a r s o f h a r d 
w o r k , d u r i n g w h i c h he b u i l t u p a c o n s i d e r a b l e p r a c t i c e , he w a s 
a p p o i n t e d J u n i o r C o u n s e l to the D e p a r t m e n t o f W o o d s a n d 
Forests . I n 1886 he b e c a m e S h e r i f f o f R o x b u r g h , B e r w i c k , a n d 
S e l k i r k , a n d , four y e a r s l a t e r . S h e r i f f o f R o s s , C r o m a r t y , a n d 
S u t h e r l a n d , w h e r e his qual i t ies as a m e d i a t o r w e r e tested d u r i n g 
the crofter c o n t r o v e r s y . H e w a s S h e r i f f o f P e r t h s h i r e f r o m 1891 
to 1905 w h e n , o n the r e s i g n a t i o n o f L o r d M o n c r i e f f , he w a s 
r a i s e d to the B e n c h a n d took the t i t le o f L o r d A r d w e l l f r o m 
the estate i n K i r k c u d b r i g h t s h i r e w h i c h his wi fe h a d i n h e r i t e d . 
H e r e his interest i n c o u n t r y l i fe a n d i n a g r i c u l t u r e f o u n d p r a c t i ­
c a l express ion a n d he ident i f ied h i m s e l f c losely w i t h the f a r m i n g 
c o m m u n i t y a r o u n d h i m . H e d i e d i n E d i n b u r g h i n 1911 . 

L o r d A r d w e l l ' s a b i l i t y as a n a r b i t e r w a s f r e q u e n t l y a c k n o w ­
ledged b y the G o v e r n m e n t a s k i n g h i m to c o n d u c t i m p o r t a n t 
i n q u i r i e s , a n d w h e n the c h a i r m a n s h i p o f the C o n c i l i a t i o n 
B o a r d b e t w e e n the c o a l o w n e r s a n d t h e Scot t i sh M i n e r s ' F e d ­
e r a t i o n b e c a m e v a c a n t , h e w a s a s k e d to t a k e i t . A n a w a r d 
w h i c h he m a d e o n terms o f wages a n d condit ions o f l a b o u r i n 
the shale i n d u s t r y w a s h o n o u r e d for s e v e r a l y e a r s b y b o t h 
masters a n d m e n , a p r o o f o f the respect for his j u d g m e n t h e l d 
b y b o t h par t ies . 

I n pol i t ics L o r d A r d w e l l w a s a L i b e r a l U n i o n i s t . H e w a s a 
k e e n c h u r c h m a n a n d , as a m e m b e r o f the F r e e C h u r c h , 
s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d P r i n c i p a l R a i n y i n the m o v e m e n t for u n i o n 
b e t w e e n the F r e e a n d the U n i t e d P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h e s . A s 
he w a s firmly opposed to C h u r c h D i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t , his s u p p o r t 
o f the proposed u n i o n c a u s e d surpr ise , b u t h e r e as i n a l l th ings 
he cons idered the m a t t e r a t issue solely o n its m e r i t s a n d 
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a l l o w e d n o c o n t i n g e n c y to i n f l u e n c e his dec is ion . H i s speech 
o n the floor o f the A s s e m b l y o f t h e F r e e C h u r c h m a d e h i s 
p o s i t i o n c l e a r . P e r h a p s his p i e r c i n g eye s a w b e h i n d this step 
t h a t greater u n i o n w i t h the C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d w h i c h w a s 
c o n s u m m a t e d a q u a r t e r o f a c e n t u r y l a t e r . 

W I L L I A M H U N T E R , L O R D H U N T E R 

W h e n L o r d A r d w e l l d i e d , the v a c a n c y o n the S c o t t i s h B e n c h 
c r e a t e d b y h i s d e a t h w a s filled b y a n o t h e r A y r m a n , W i l l i a m 
H u n t e r , a n d news o f this i n t e r e s t i n g succession w a s r e c e i v e d 
b y the people o f A y r w i t h cons iderable p r i d e . W i t h i n a c e n t u r y 
h e w a s t h e f o u r t h A y r m a n to be e levated to the B e n c h , a n d the 
g r e a t prestige h e w o n m a d e h i m a v e r y w o r t h y m e m b e r of a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d g r o u p . H i s r e c o r d o f p u b l i c serv ice w a s a l o n g 
a n d b r i l l i a n t one, a n d , w h e n h e r e t i r e d i n 1936, h i g h t r i b u t e 
w a s p a i d to h i m b y his col leagues. ' H e w a s ' , w r o t e one, ' a 
t o w e r o f s t rength i n the S e c o n d D i v i s i o n a n d a devoted p u b l i c 
s e r v a n t . ' 

W i l H a m H u n t e r w a s b o r n i n 1865. H e w a s the son o f D a v i d 
H u n t e r , s h i p o w n e r , w h o l i v e d for m a n y y e a r s a t S e a T o w e r , 
R a c e c o u r s e R o a d , A y r , a n d w a s e d u c a t e d a t A y r A c a d e m y . 
H e g r a d u a t e d M . A . a n d L L . B . a t E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y a n d 
w a s c a l l e d to the B a r i n 1889. H i s k n o w l e d g e o f l a w , his fluency 
o f speech, a n d his i m p r e s s i v e m a n n e r i n c o u r t m a d e h i m p o p u ­
l a r a n d a d m i r e d , a n d w h e n h e took s i lk i n 1905, he soon c a m e 
to be recognised as one o f the l e a d i n g m e m b e r s o f the S e n i o r 
B a r . H i s p r o m o t i o n to the B e n c h i n 1911 w a s n o surpr ise , a n d 
as the y e a r s passed, r e c o g n i t i o n o f h i s great a b i l i t y b e c a m e m o r e 
p r o n o u n c e d . A c l e a r t h i n k e r , he expected l u c i d i t y i n others 
a n d w a s i m p a t i e n t o f evas ion a n d c i r c u m l o c u t i o n ; a n d his w i d e 
a n d e x a c t k n o w l e d g e expressed i n s i m p l e a n d precise l a n g u a g e 
i l l u m i n e d the obscure a n d e m p h a s i s e d the p e r t i n e n t . F o r m a n y 
y e a r s he p r e s i d e d o v e r the V a l u a t i o n A p p e a l C o u r t , a n d his 
p o w e r o f c l e a r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n evoked a d m i r a t i o n a n d respect 
a n d w a s a c c e p t e d as a u t h o r i t a t i v e . n 

W h e n a b i t t e r conf l ict b e t w e e n the L i b e r a l s a n d the T o r i e s 
b r o k e out i n 1909 o v e r L l o y d George 's budget a n d the a t t i t u d e 
o f the H o u s e o f L o r d s to i t . L o r d H u n t e r a c t i v e l y expressed h i s 
s y m p a t h y w i t h the L i b e r a l s b y s t a n d i n g as L i b e r a l c a n d i d a t e 
for G o v a n at the genera l e lec t ion i n J a n u a r y 1910. H e w a s 
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elected, a n d w h e n A r t h u r D e w a r w a s p r o m o t e d to the B e n c h 
t h a t y e a r he succeeded h i m as S o l i c i t o r - G e n e r a l for S c o t l a n d . 
H e h a d thus to face the electors a g a i n a n d w a s a g a i n successful . 
A second g e n e r a l e lect ion at the e n d o f t h a t y e a r gave h i m his 
t h i r d p o l i t i c a l v i c t o r y . H i s t e r m of office as S o l i c i t o r - G e n e r a l 
w a s a short one, for i n 1911 h e w a s r a i s e d to the B e n c h ; his 
a b l e h a n d l i n g of the C o a l M i n e s B i l l t h a t y e a r b r o u g h t h i m 
u n s t i n t e d pra ise . A s a m e m b e r o f p a r l i a m e n t he w a s v i t a l l y 
a w a r e o f the great p o l i t i c a l issues o f the t i m e , b u t his i m m e d i a t e 
interest w a s i n those m a t t e r s t h a t affected l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t . 
A r e c o g n i t i o n , b y the G o v e r n m e n t , o f his great a c u m e n w a s his 
a p p o i n t m e n t as c h a i r m a n o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f I n q u i r y into 
the d i s t u r b a n c e t h a t b r o k e out i n the P u n j a b i n 1919 a n d 
C o l o n e l D y e r ' s a c t i o n at A m r i t s a r , a n a c t i o n w h i c h h a d caused 
intense feel ing not o n l y i n I n d i a b u t also i n B r i t a i n a n d the 
Colonies . 

L o r d H u n t e r ' s service o n the B e n c h e x t e n d e d over a p e r i o d 
o f t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . H e has s ince his r e t i r e m e n t l i v e d i n 
E d i n b u r g h a n d is s t i l l a r e v e r e d a n d conspicuous figure i n that 
c i t y . 

S I R T H O M A S O L I V E R 

T h e q u i c k e n i n g o f interest i n the c o n n e x i o n b e t w e e n i n d u s t r y 
a n d disease a n d the consequent r e s e a r c h i n t o p r o b l e m s a r i s i n g 
f r o m t h a t c o n n e x i o n owe m u c h to T h o m a s O l i v e r , t h e son of 
a n A y r grocer w h o , as a b a i l i e o f the t o w n , g a v e f a i t h f u l p u b l i c 
serv ice , a n d t a u g h t his son the v a l u e o f t h e good l i fe founded 
o n a s i m p l e re l ig ious f a i t h a n d the exercise o f s y m p a t h y a n d 
t o l e r a n c e i n a l l h u m a n re la t ionships . T h a t the b o y l e a r n e d 
w e l l w a s e v i d e n c e d b y a l o n g l i fe o f d e v o t i o n to his suffering 
f e l l o w - m e n , a n d his zealous e n d e a v o u r n o t o n l y to mi t igate 
suf fer ing b u t to p r e v e n t i t . A s a p h y s i c i a n he h o n o u r e d the 
therapeut i s t , b u t h i s p r i m a r y interest w a s n o t i n t h e c u r e b u t 
i n the cause, a n d he w a s u n c e a s i n g i n h i s efforts o f detect ion. 
I n the h i s t o r y o f p r e v e n t i v e m e d i c i n e h i s p l a c e w i l l a l w a y s be 
a h i g h one. 

H e w a s b o r n at S t . Q u i v o x i n 1853, a n d r e c e i v e d h i s ear ly 
e d u c a t i o n a t A y r A c a d e m y i n w h i c h he r e t a i n e d a n interest 
a l l h is l i fe , b e i n g a k e e n m e m b e r o f t h e A y r A c a d e m y C l u b 
a n d p r e s i d i n g o n one o c c a s i o n a t its a n n u a l d i n n e r . H e g r a d u -
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a t e d i n m e d i c i n e at G l a s g o w U n i v e r s i t y i n 1875 spent four 
y e a r s as a p r a c t i t i o n e r i n P r e s t o n , L a n c a s h i r e . F r o m P r e s t o n 
he w e n t to N e w c a s t l e a n d he l i v e d there t i l l the e n d o f his l i fe . 
H e w a s p h y s i c i a n at N e w c a s t l e R o y a l V i c t o r i a I n f i r m a r y , J o i n t -
Professor of M e d i c i n e a t N e w c a s t l e U n i v e r s i t y Co l lege , a n d , 
for a t i m e , Professor o f P h y s i o l o g y at D u r h a m . H i s e x p e r i e n c e 
i n this great i n d u s t r i a l a r e a l e d h i m to d i r e c t his a t t e n t i o n 
p a r t i c u l a r l y to i n d u s t r i a l diseases, a n d i n 1892 t h e H o m e Off ice 
i n v i t e d h i m to a c t as m e d i c a l e x p e r t o n the D a n g e r o u s T r a d e s 
C o m m i t t e e a n d a p p o i n t e d h i m a m e m b e r o f the W h i t e L e a d 
C o m m i s s i o n w h i c h sat d u r i n g the y e a r s 1892/3. H i s a u t h o r i t y 
o n i n d u s t r i a l diseases w a s n o w w i d e l y recognised, a n d i n 1898 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t sent h i m as its representat ive to t h e I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e o n H y g i e n e a t M a d r i d . 

A spec ia l i n q u i r y i n t o the l u c i f e r m a t c h i n d u s t r y a n d w o r k ­
i n g condi t ions i n the Potter ies r e c e i v e d i n v a l u a b l e h e l p f r o m 
S i r T h o m a s , a n d he w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l i n b r i n g i n g a b o u t g r e a t l y 
needed reforms there . I n 1905, he w a s H a r b e n l e c t u r e r i n 
P u b l i c H e a l t h a t the R o y a l I n s t i t u t e , a n d the s a m e y e a r h e w a s 
m a d e a n h o n o r a r y c o r r e s p o n d i n g m e m b e r o f the Societe 
M e d i c a l e des H o p i t a u x de P a r i s . I n 1908, the k i n g conferred 
a k n i g h t h o o d o n h i m , a n d i n the y e a r s t h a t fo l lowed h o n o u r s 
c a m e to h i m f r o m a l l o v e r the w o r l d . D u r h a m U n i v e r s i t y 
g r a n t e d h i m a D . C . L . i n 1 9 2 1 , a n d i n 1928 he w a s elected 
V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r o f t h a t u n i v e r s i t y . I n 1924, he w a s m a d e a 
K n i g h t o f S t . J o h n o f J e r u s a l e m . Boston, Massachuset ts , c o n ­
f e r r e d o n h i m the f r e e d o m o f the c i t y , a n d f r o m F r a n c e he 
r e c e i v e d the C h e v a l i e r L e g i o n o f H o n o u r . H i s o l d U n i v e r s i t y 
expressed its p r i d e i n h i m b y m a k i n g h i m a D o c t o r o f L a w s , 
a n d , i n 1934, D a n z i g U n i v e r s i t y m a d e h i m a n H o n o r a r y D . S c . 
I n 1931 he w a s H o n o r a r y P r e s i d e n t o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n ­
gress o n A c c i d e n t s a n d I n d u s t r i a l Diseases a t G e n e v a . 

S i r T h o m a s d i e d i n 1942. H i s l i fe h a d b e e n a v e r y l o n g and 
a v e r y f u l l one a n d he h a d been l a d e n w i t h h o n o u r s , b u t m o r e 
v a l u a b l e to h i m t h a n a l l the h o n o u r s he r e c e i v e d w a s t h e 
g r a t i t u d e o f the w o r k e r s for w h o m he h a d done so m u c h . M a n y 
o f the f ru i ts o f his l a b o u r s o n t h e i r b e h a l f c a n be f o u n d i n h i s 
p u b l i s h e d w o r k s . Lead Poisoning, Diseases of Occupation, Industrial 
Diseases, a n d Dangerous Trades. H e p u b l i s h e d also a t r a n s l a t i o n 
o f B o u c h a r d ' s Auto-Intoxication. 
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S I R J A M E S L E W I S C A W , H . R . S . A . , H . R . S . W . , F . S . A . , L L . D . 

A l o n g a n d f r u i t f u l l i fe i n the service o f a r t w a s t h a t o f 
J a m e s L e w i s C a w , son o f a w e l l - k n o w n A y r m e r c h a n t . H e w a s 
b o r n i n 1864, e d u c a t e d a t A y r A c a d e m y , a n d t h e n a p p r e n t i c e d 
to the firm o f J . a n d A . T a y l o r , engineers, A y r . D u r i n g his 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p he a t t e n d e d classes a t the W e s t o f S c o t l a n d 
T e c h n i c a l Col lege , a n d , w h e n l a t e r h e b e c a m e a d r a u g h t s m a n 
w i t h A . a n d P . S t e v e n , h y d r a u H c engineers, G l a s g o w , he s tudied 
i n the evenings a t the G l a s g o w S c h o o l o f A r t . T h e r e , a n d after­
w a r d s a t the E d i n b u r g h S c h o o l o f A r t , h e deve loped a n interest 
i n the a r t o f his o w n c o u n t r y w h i c h deepened a n d b r o a d e n e d 
w i t h the y e a r s a n d w a s to m a k e h i m a recognised a u t h o r i t y a n d 
l e a d h i m to p r o d u c e his Scottish Portraits a n d his c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
w o r k , Scottish Painting Past and Present. 

I n 1895, he w a s a p p o i n t e d C u r a t o r o f the S c o t t i s h N a t i o n a l 
P o r t r a i t G a l l e r y , a n d the success o f h i s w o r k there l e d to his 
b e c o m i n g the first D i r e c t o r o f the N a t i o n a l G a l l e r i e s o f S c o t l a n d . 
I n this office, for over t w e n t y y e a r s , h e devoted h i m s e l f to the 
b u i l d i n g u p o f a c o l l e c t i o n o f p a i n t i n g a n d s c u l p t u r e t h a t has 
a t t r a c t e d a t t e n t i o n a n d w o n a p p r e c i a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . 
H i s great k n o w l e d g e o f p a i n t e r s a n d p a i n t i n g , e n r i c h e d b y the 
m a n y contacts h e m a d e t h r o u g h his m a r r i a g e to t h e d a u g h t e r 
o f the w e l l - k n o w n Scot t i sh ar t i s t , W i l l i a m M a c T a g g a r t , his 
e n t h u s i a s m for his j o b , a n d his h i g h l y c u l t i v a t e d sense o f q u a l i t y 
w e r e exce l lent e q u i p m e n t for one whose business w a s to select 
a n d advise w h a t s h o u l d be a c q u i r e d , a n d h o w , w h e n a c q u i r e d , 
the p i c t u r e s s h o u l d be h u n g a n d the s c u l p t u r e p l a c e d . A n d 
w h e n he r e t i r e d f r o m the d i r e c t o r s h i p i n 1930, he left b e h i n d 
h i m a n i n v a l u a b l e legacy a n d a t r a d i t i o n his successors could 
p r o u d l y c o n t i n u e . F o r his great services as D i r e c t o r h e rece ived 
a k n i g h t h o o d the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

F r o m 1916 to 1933, S i r J a m e s w a s a r t c r i t i c to The Scotsman. 
H e c o n t r i b u t e d also to s e v e r a l a r t j o u r n a l s , a n d besides the 
t w o i m p o r t a n t w o r k s m e n t i o n e d , Scottish Portraits a n d Scottish 
Painting Past and Present, he w r o t e a life o f his f a t h e r - i n - l a w , a 
s t u d y of his f r i e n d S i r J a m e s G u t h r i e , a book o n the pa inter 
A l l a n R a m s a y , a n d a n a p p r e c i a t i o n o f his c o n t e m p o r a r y S i r 
D . Y . C a m e r o n . H e w a s also j o i n t a u t h o r w i t h R . A . M -
S t e v e n s o n a n d S i r W a l t e r A r m s t r o n g o f a book o n S i r H e n r y 
R a e b u r n . 
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A R T I S T S 

T h e c o n t r i b u t i o n o f A y r m e n to p i c t o r i a l a r t has n o t been 
one o f v e r y great d i s t i n c t i o n . J o h n C a l d w e l l , w h o l i v e d f r o m 
1738 to 1 8 2 9 , g a i n e d i n his d a y some r e p u t a t i o n as a m i n i a t u r i s t ; 
a n d J o h n W i l s o n , w h o w a s b o r n i n 1774 a n d b e c a m e better 
k n o w n as ' A u l d J o c k ' , has been g r a n t e d a p l a c e i n S i r J a m e s 
C a w ' s n o t a b l e a n d s t a n d a r d w o r k , Scottish Painting Past and 
Present, as h a s also W i l l i a m C r a w f o r d , son o f A r c h i b a l d C r a w ­
ford the m i n o r poet a n d a u t h o r o f the song ' B o n n i e M a r y H a y ' . 
O f the l a t t e r t w o W i l s o n w a s the m o r e s t r i k i n g f igure, a n d the 
l a r g e n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s h e e x h i b i t e d i n L o n d o n d u r i n g the 
first h a l f o f the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y c a u s e d v e r y cons iderable 
c o m m e n t . 

W h e n J o h n W i l s o n w a s a y o u t h , h e w a s sent b y his fa ther to 
be a n a p p r e n t i c e to N o r i e , a w e l l - k n o w n house-decorator i n 
E d i n b u r g h . D u r i n g his res idence there , he b e c a m e a p u p i l o f 
A l e x a n d e r N a s m y t h , the p r o m i n e n t p o r t r a i t a n d l a n d s c a p e 
p a i n t e r . I n 1798 he w e n t to L o n d o n w h e r e he got e m p l o y m e n t 
as a t h e a t r e scene-painter , a n d p u b l i c i t y c a m e to h i m w h e n he 
w o n a p r i z e a w a r d e d b y the B r i t i s h I n s t i t u t i o n for the best 
p a i n t i n g o f the B a t t l e o f T r a f a l g a r . F r o m t h a t t i m e he p a i n t e d 
m a r i n e p i c t u r e s , i n q u i c k succession, m a n y o f w h i c h w e r e 
e x h i b i t e d b y t h e Soc ie ty o f B r i t i s h A r t i s t s , o f w h i c h he w a s one 
o f the founders . H e e x h i b i t e d also a t the A c a d e m y , L o n d o n , 
a n d at the R o y a l S c o t t i s h A c a d e m y w h i c h h o n o u r e d h i m b y 
m a k i n g h i m a n h o n o r a r y m e m b e r . H e spent m a n y y e a r s o f 
his l ife at F o l k e s t o n e a n d f o u n d there , a n d also a l o n g the F r e n c h 
a n d D u t c h coasts, the subjects o f m a n y o f his w o r k s . C l o s e 
c o n t a c t w i t h the sea g a v e to h i s p i c t u r e s a v i t a l i t y w h i c h 
c o m p e n s a t e d for defects i n d r a w i n g a n d carelessness i n d e t a i l ; 
he w a s m o r e a co lour is t t h a n a d r a u g h t s m a n . H e d i e d i n 1855. 

A n o t h e r A y r m a n w h o w a s h o n o u r e d b y the R o y a l S c o t t i s h 
A c a d e m y w a s J o h n Stevens w h o , after s t u d y i n g a r t i n L o n d o n , 
w e n t to I t a l y a n d spent m u c h of his l ife t h e r e . M o s t o f his w o r k 
w a s done i n I t a l y a n d is l i t t le k n o w n here . H e w a s b o r n i n 1793 
a n d d i e d i n 1868. 

W i l l i a m C r a w f o r d w a s b o r n i n 1811. E a r l y i n life he s h o w e d 
a n a p t i t u d e for d r a w i n g , a n d his f a t h e r d e c i d e d to send h i m to 
E d i n b u r g h to s t u d y u n d e r S i r W i l l i a m A l l a n . H e w o n a 
t r a v e l l i n g b u r s a r y a n d w e n t to R o m e w h e r e he s t u d i e d for t w o 
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y e a r s . O n his r e t u r n to E d i n b u r g h , he b e c a m e a n a r t t e a c h e r 
b u t res igned w h e n the school b e c a m e associated w i t h the 
S c i e n c e a n d A r t D e p a r t m e n t , a n d d e v o t e d h i m s e l f to p a i n t i n g . 
L i k e W i l s o n he w a s a n i n d e f a t i g a b l e w o r k e r a n d , e v e r y y e a r , 
sent m a n y p i c t u r e s to the S c o t t i s h A c a d e m y e x h i b i t i o n s . H i s 
best w o r k w a s i n p o r t r a i t u r e . O n e of h i s p i c t u r e s , ' T h e H i g h l a n d 
K e e p e r ' s D a u g h t e r ' , w a s w i d e l y p o p u l a r i s e d b y e n g r a v i n g s . H e 
d i e d i n 1869. 

A n ar t i s t o f m u c h m o r e recent d a t e w a s J a m e s W r i g h t w h o 
w a s b o r n i n A y r i n 1876 a n d d i e d a t G a r e l o c h h e a d i n 1947. 
H e w a s e d u c a t e d at A y r A c a d e m y a n d he s t u d i e d u n d e r 
G r e i f f e n h a g e n at the G l a s g o w S c h o o l o f A r t . H e also w o r k e d 
w i t h S t e p h e n A d a m , a w e l l - k n o w n G l a s g o w stained-glass ar t is t , 
a n d w a s h i m s e l f a designer i n stained-glass . Before he left A y r 
he c a m e u n d e r the in f luence o f J a m e s M a c M a s t e r , R . S . W . , a n d 
as a w a t e r - c o l o u r i s t he e x h i b i t e d i n G l a s g o w a n d L o n d o n , a n d 
o n the C o n t i n e n t . H e w a s elected a m e m b e r o f t h e R o y a l 
Scot t i sh Soc ie ty o f P a i n t e r s i n W a t e r C o l o u r s a n d w a s three 
t i m e s V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f the Soc ie ty . H e w a s also k e e n l y i n t e r ­
ested i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o l d b u i l d i n g s . 

C H U R C H M E N 

A s inf luences i n the ecc les iast ica l l i fe o f S c o t l a n d , three A y r 
m e n a r e w o r t h y o f m e n t i o n : W i l l i a m A n n a n d , D e a n o f E d i n ­
b u r g h a n d s trong protagonis t o f E p i s c o p a c y ; H e n r y C o w a n , 
Professor o f C h u r c h H i s t o r y a n d b i o g r a p h e r o f J o h n K n o x ; a n d 
J o h n M c M u r t r i e , M o d e r a t o r o f the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o f the 
C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d a n d edi tor o f t h e C h u r c h ' s m a g a z i n e Life 
and Work. 

W i l l i a m A n n a n d w a s b o r n i n A y r i n 1633. H e w a s the son 
o f a n A y r m i n i s t e r w h o , a t a t i m e w h e n the S c o t t i s h C h u r c h 
w a s fighting for f r e e d o m f r o m the dictates o f the k i n g ' s m i n i s t e r s 
a n d w h e n l o y a l t y to the G o v e r n m e n t c a m e to be r e g a r d e d as 
e n m i t y to the f a i t h , d e c l a r e d h i m s e l f o n the k i n g ' s side a n d 
w i l l i n g to a c c e p t the f o r m o f w o r s h i p the k i n g d e m a n d e d . T h i s 
d e c l a r a t i o n s t i r r e d u p s u c h s trong oppos i t ion to h i m t h a t he 
w a s c o m p e l l e d to l e a v e S c o t l a n d a n d settle i n the s o u t h . T h e r e , 
h i s son c a m e i n t o the closest c o n t a c t w i t h E p i s c o p a c y a n d , after 
g r a d u a t i n g B a c h e l o r o f A r t s a t O x f o r d i n 1656, took orders i n 
the E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h a n d b e c a m e one o f its o u t s t a n d i n g 
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p r e a c h e r s . H e w a s a p p o i n t e d c h a p l a i n to the renegade cove­
n a n t e r , J o h n M i d d l e t o n , a n d w h e n M i d d l e t o n r e t u r n e d to 
S c o t l a n d i n 1662, as the K i n g ' s C o m m i s s i o n e r , A n n a n d a c c o m ­
p a n i e d h i m . I n 1663, h e b e c a m e m i n i s t e r o f the T o l b o o t h 
C h u r c h , a n d , i n 1676, the k i n g a p p o i n t e d h i m D e a n o f E d i n ­
b u r g h . H i s l o y a l t y a n d his a t t i t u d e to the P r e s b y t e r i a n s m a d e 
h i m u n p o p u l a r , a n d his i n d i s c r e t i o n i n a t t e n d i n g the e x e c u t i o n 
o f the E a r l o f A r g y l e i n 1685 t u r n e d t h a t u n p o p u l a r i t y i n t o 
o p e n host i l i ty . B u t A n n a n d w a s fearless a n d a d h e r e d firmly 
to the p r i n c i p l e s he h a d a d o p t e d . H i s s c h o l a r s h i p w a s recog­
n i s e d w h e n he w a s m a d e Professor of D i v i n i t y at the U n i v e r s i t y 
o f S t . A n d r e w s t h a t s a m e y e a r . H e d i e d i n 1689, a s igni f i cant 
y e a r for P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m . 

H e n r y C o w a n w a s the son o f a n A y r sol ic i tor a n d b a n k agent 
a n d w a s b o r n at B r o w n h i l l , A y r , i n 1844. H e w a s e d u c a t e d at 
A y r A c a d e m y , a n d at E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y w h e r e he g r a d u a t d 
M . A . a n d B . D . H e w o n a G r e e k t r a v e U i n g s c h o l a r s h i p i n 1865 
a n d w a s P i t t S c h o l a r i n D i v i n i t y the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . H e s t u d i e d 
at B o n n , H a l l e , a n d T u b i n g e n , a l l o f w h i c h at t h a t t i m e w e r e 
m u c h resorted to b y S c o t t i s h students o f p h i l o s o p h y a n d 
theology a n d gave a h a l l - m a r k to s c h o l a r s h i p i n the S c o t t i s h 
C h u r c h . R e c o g n i t i o n o f C o w a n ' s w o r t h w a s m a d e w h e n , i n 
1 8 7 1 , he w a s a p p o i n t e d e x a m i n e r for the B . D . degree i n his o w n 
u n i v e r s i t y . F r o m 1869 to 1889 he w a s , successively, m i n i s t e r o f 
the W e s t P a r i s h C h u r c h , A b e r d e e n : R u b i s l a w C h u r c h , A b e r ­
d e e n : a n d N e w G r e y f r i a r s C h u r c h , E d i n b u r g h ; a n d t h e n he 
w a s e lected to the C h a i r o f C h u r c h H i s t o r y a t K i n g ' s Co l lege , 
A b e r d e e n . U n t i l h is r e t i r a l i n 1924, his i n f l u e n c e as a t e a c h e r 
w a s deeply felt i n the n o r t h e r n u n i v e r s i t y , a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n o f 
his in f luence o n the life o f the c i t y w a s expressed w h e n he w a s 
elected p a t r o n o f the I n c o r p o r a t e d T r a d e s o f ' B o n A c c o r d ' . 
H e d i e d i n 1932. Besides his Life of John Knox, p u b h s h e d i n 
1905, h e w r o t e a n d p u b l i s h e d Landmarks of Church History a n d 
The Influence of the Scottish Church in Christendom. 

J o h n M c M u r t r i e w a s b o r n i n 1831 . L i k e C o w a n he w a s t h e 
son o f a so l ic i tor a n d b a n k agent a n d w a s also e d u c a t e d at A y r 
A c a d e m y . H e g r a d u a t e d M . A . a t E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y , a n d 
after his theologica l t r a i n i n g he w a s l i censed as a m i n i s t e r o f the 
C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d b y A y r P r e s b y t e r y , i n 1856. A f t e r a c t i n g 
as a n assistant a t N e w K i l p a t r i c k , a n d a t S t . George 's , E d i n -
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b u r g h , he w a s o r d a i n e d to the p a r i s h o f M a i n s a n d S t r a t h m a r -
t ine n e a r D u n d e e . I n 1866, he succeeded the R e v . A . K . H . 
B o y d at S t . B e r n a r d ' s C h u r c h , E d i n b u r g h , a n d , d u r i n g the 
t w e n t y y e a r s he w a s there , he w a s a n i m p o r t a n t f igure i n the 
rehgious life o f the S c o t t i s h c a p i t a l . I n 1886 he w a s a p p o i n t e d 
c o n v e n e r o f the F o r e i g n M i s s i o n s C o m m i t t e e o f the C h u r c h a n d 
res igned f r o m his a c t i v e m i n i s t r y a t S t . B e r n a r d ' s . H e w a s 
e lected M o d e r a t o r o f the C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d i n 1894, a t r i b u t e 
to his k n o w l e d g e o f c h u r c h affairs a n d to his a b i l i t y as a n a d m i n ­
is t ra tor . F o r a p e r i o d of n i n e t e e n y e a r s he edi ted Life and Work. 
H e r e t i r e d i n 1908 a n d d i e d i n 1912. H e w a s a F e l l o w of the 
R o y a l S o c i e t y o f E d i n b u r g h a n d a n e n t h u s i a s t i c m e m b e r o f 
E d i n b u r g h B o t a n i c a l Soc iety . I n 1890, A b e r d e e n U n i v e r s i t y 
h a d h o n o u r e d h i m b y c o n f e r r i n g o n h i m the degree o f D . D . 

S I R G E O R G E MACDONALD 

N o apology is m a d e for i n c l u d i n g i n this c h a p t e r t h e n a m e 
o f S i r G e o r g e M a c d o n a l d , great c lassicist a n d n u m i s m a t i s t , a n d 
S e c r e t a r y o f the S c o t t i s h E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , for, t h o u g h 
h e w a s b o r n i n E l g i n , he c a m e to A y r i n the y e a r o f his b i r t h , 
1862, w h e n h i s fa ther . D r . J a m e s M a c d o n a l d , w a s a p p o i n t e d 
r e c t o r o f A y r A c a d e m y , a n d he w a s u n t i l h is m a n h o o d so 
closely i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the t o w n o f h i s a d o p t i o n t h a t he c a m e 
to be r e g a r d e d as a n A y r m a n . A t school h e w a s one o f his 
fa ther ' s most b r i l h a n t p u p i l s , a n d at E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y h e 
fu l f i l led the p r o m i s e o f his e a r l y d a y s b y g r a d u a t i n g w i t h F i r s t 
C l a s s H o n o u r s i n Class ics a n d w i n n i n g the F e r g u s o n S c h o l a r ­
s h i p . I n 1883, h e w e n t to B a l l i o l Col lege , O x f o r d , a n d there 
he g a i n e d a f irst i n C l a s s i c a l M o d e r a t i o n s a n d a f irst i n 
L i t e r a e H u m a n i o r e s . H e s t u d i e d also a t S t u t t g a r t a n d R o m e . 

I n 1887 h e j o i n e d the s t a f f o f K e l v i n s i d e A c a d e m y , a n d , 
after t e a c h i n g there for f ive y e a r s , w a s a p p o i n t e d l e c t u r e r i n 
G r e e k a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f G l a s g o w . I n 1904 he b e c a m e a n 
assistant s e c r e t a r y i n the S c o t t i s h E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , a n d , 
after s e v e r a l p r o m o t i o n s there , w a s a p p o i n t e d S e c r e t a r y o f the 
D e p a r t m e n t i n 1922. I n 1927 a k n i g h t h o o d w a s c o n f e r r e d o n 
h i m . H e r e t i r e d i n 1928 after a l m o s t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s o f 
efficient a n d d i s t i n g u i s h e d serv ice . A s S e c r e t a r y , h e gave a 
d i r e c t s t i m u l u s to l e a r n i n g a n d to the h u m a n i t i e s , a n d w a s 
accessible to a l l interested i n the p r o m o t i o n o f s o u n d s c h o l a r s h i p . 
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T h e c o n t i n u i t y o f past a n d present w a s one o f his c o n v i c t i o n s 
a n d he w a s u n c e a s i n g i n his efforts to u n c o v e r the foundat ions 
o n w h i c h o u r m o d e r n c i v i l i s a t i o n h a d been b u i l t . 

R e c o g n i t i o n o f S i r George 's w i d e k n o w l e d g e a n d p r o f o u n d 
s c h o l a r s h i p c a m e f r o m a l l q u a r t e r s . E d i n b u r g h a n d G l a s g o w 
U n i v e r s i t i e s conferred o n h i m the degree o f L L . D . , O x f o r d a n 
H o n . D . L i t t . , a n d C a m b r i d g e a n H o n . L i t t . D . H e w a s m a d e 
a F e l l o w o f the B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n , a n H o n . R . S . A . , a n d a n 
H o n . F . R . S . E . H e w a s P r e s i d e n t o f the S o c i e t y for the P r o ­
m o t i o n of R o m a n Studies , P r e s i d e n t o f the C l a s s i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
o f E n g l a n d a n d W a l e s a n d o f the C l a s s i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
S c o d a n d , P r e s i d e n t o f the Scot t i sh S o c i e t y o f A n t i q u a r i e s , 
a n d P r e s i d e n t o f the A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l S e c t i o n o f the B r i t i s h 
A s s o c i a t i o n . H e w a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n o n 
H i s t o r i c a l M o n u m e n t s , S c o t l a n d , a n d a m e m b e r o f t h e F i n e 
A r t s C o m m i s s i o n for S c o t l a n d . H e w a s a w a r d e d the m e d a l o f 
t h e R o y a l N u m i s m a t i c Soc iety , the m e d a l o f the A m e r i c a n 
N u m i s m a t i c Soc iety , a n d the m e d a l o f t h e V i e n n a N u m i s ­
m a t i c Soc iety . H e w a s also h o n o u r e d b y the F r e n c h A c a d e m y . 

A m o n g S i r George 's p u b l i c a t i o n s w e r e Roman Wall in Scotland, 
Roman Britain, Agricola in Britain, The Silver Coinage of Crete, 
Evolution of Coinage, Coin Types: their Origin and Development, 
a n d Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the Hunterian Collection. T h e s e 
w e r e the p r o d u c t o f m u c h d i g g i n g a n d c a r e f u l r e s e a r c h , i l l u ­
m i n e d b y extens ive a n d c r i t i c a l r e a d i n g . H i s d e a t h i n 1940 
w a s m a r k e d b y t r ibutes o f regret f r o m C l a s s i c a l a n d A r c h a e o ­
l o g i c a l Associat ions t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . H i s l i fe h a d been 
a l o n g one b u t not l o n g e n o u g h to e x h a u s t his e n t h u s i a s m i n 
the s e a r c h for k n o w l e d g e o f the things t h a t h a d been. 

SOME O T H E R S 

T h e n a m e o f S i r G e o r g e M a c d o n a l d reca l l s the n a m e s o f 
o ther d is t inguished m e n w h o , t h o u g h not A y r b o r n , f o u n d i n 
A y r A c a d e m y t h e i r A l m a M a t e r , a n d b y t h e i r d i s t i n c t i o n 
reflected great h o n o u r b o t h o n the school a n d o n the t o w n . 
O n e o f these m e n w a s J o h n W i l l i a m M a c k a i l w h o w a s b o r n 
a t A s c o g i n 1859. A b r i l h a n t s tudent a n d a great c l a s s i c a l 
s c h o l a r , he g a i n e d the highest a c a d e m i c h o n o u r s , a n d f r o m 
1906 to 1911 w a s professor o f P o e t r y a t O x f o r d . H i s great 
d i s t i n c t i o n i n the w o r l d o f l i t e r a t u r e a n d l e a r n i n g w a s recog-
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nised by the king when, i n 1935, he conferred on him the very 
exclusive honour of the Order of Merit . Professor Mack ail's 
writings include Latin Literature, The Odyssey in English Verse, 
Studies of English Poets, and a Life of William Morris. H e died 
in 1945. 

Great service to learning and literature was also given by 
D a v i d Patrick, L L . D . , who came to A y r Academy from Ochi l ­
tree where his father was minister. H e also intended to enter 
the C h u r c h , but, after a period of philosophical and theological 
study i n Germany, consequent to his life as a student at E d i n ­
burgh University and at New College, he decided to follow a 
literary career and joined the staff of W . and R . Chambers, 
publishers, Edinburgh. So valuable was the work he did there 
that he was made head of the literary staff, and he edited 
some of the firm's most important publications, including 
Chambers' Encyclopaedia, Chambers' Cyclopaedia of English Literature, 
and Chambers' Biographical Dictionary. H e also assisted Dr . 
W i l h a m Wallace in a revised edition of D r . Robert Chambers' 
Life and Works of Robert Burns. H e was keenly interested i n the 
activities of the Scottish History Society and translated for it 
The Statutes of the Scottish Church, iss^ji^^g. H e died in 1914. 

Another boy who came from Ochiltree to attend A y r Aca­
demy was George Douglas Brown, author of The House with the 
Green Shutters, that macabre picture of Scottish village life which 
made so strong an impact on Scottish Hterature that criticism 
of it swayed from excessive praise to violent condemnation. 
Brown was born in 1869. E v e n as a pupil he showed astonishing 
maturity in his thought and style of writing, and W i l l i a m May-
bin, rector of the Academy at the time, foretold a great future 
for him. A t Glasgow University he was Cowan Gold Medallist 
i n Greek and won the L u k e Historical Prize i n Greek and 
R o m a n History. I n 1890 he graduated with First Class Honours 
in Classics, and i n 1891 he won the Snell Exhibit ion and went 
to Oxford where he obtained a First Class i n Classical Modera­
tions. H e then went to London to read law but was attracted 
to journalism and literature. T h e novel which made him 
famous was published i n 1901. H e died the following year. 
What he might have achieved had he lived longer w i l l always 
be a speculative question. H e was buried beside his mother 
i n A y r , 
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I n a very different field of activity was the exploit of Sir J o h n 
Ross who was also a pupil of A y r Academy. T r a i n e d i n the 
navy, he became an Arct ic explorer and a great friend of 
S ir J o h n F r a n k l i n . H e made several voyages of discovery, but 
his greatest and most hazardous was when, an old man of 
seventy-three, he set out i n The Felix, a boat built for h im i n 
A y r dockyard, to discover what had happened to F r a n k l i n i n 
his search for the North-west Passage. For sixteen months he 
cruised in the cold Polar Seas but his quest was unsuccessful. 
After his return, he sailed into A y r harbour, on board the 
boat that had served him so well in the most trying and danger­
ous conditions, and at a complimentary dinner given i n his 
honour after he had received the freedom of the town, he paid 
a high tribute to the builders and said, ' I t was my ambition 
to command my first vessel out of Ayr . . . . I have never 
forgotten Ayrshire but have i n every situation tried to prove 
myself worthy of my association with it . ' Though he was only 
a foster-child, A y r and Ayrshire w i l l remember h i m and be 
proud of the recognition he paid them. 

I n this group one other name should be recorded, that of 
S ir J o h n Woodburn, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. H e was 
the son of D r . D a v i d Woodburn who served in the I n d i a n 
Medical Service and resided for some years i n Ayr . Sir J o h n 
attended A y r Academy and was dux of the school in 1858. 
H e entered the I n d i a n C i v i l Service i n 1863, and his gift for 
languages, his sympathetic understanding of the Indians' aspira­
tions and needs, his patience i n trying situations, and his 
resoluteness in action, when action was necessary, marked h i m 
as one worthy of promotion. I n 1882 he was appointed 
Secretary to the Government of the North-west Provinces and 
Oudh, and six years later became Chief Commissioner of the 
Central Provinces. H e was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal in 1898, and died at Calcutta i n 1902. H e had been 
born in I n d i a in 1843, and had spent thirty-nine years of his life 
i n its service. For his great faithfulness and distinction in that 
service he was made Companion of the Order of the Star of 
I n d i a i n 1892, and i n 1897 he was created a K n i g h t Commander 
of the same Order. A memorial tablet, the gift of his wife, was 
erected i n Dalmellington Parish C h u r c h with which the 
family of Woodburn was closely associated. 
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P R O V O S T S 

Compiled by J A M E S W . F O R S Y T H , F . L . A . 

T H E d igni ty of the Provostship is of considerable a n t i q u i t y but i t is not 
possible to fix a n exact t ime w h e n the office as w e k n o w i t to-day was 
inst i tuted. 

Before the fifteenth c e n t u r y the responsible first c i t i zen was k n o w n variously 
as Prepositus, A l d e r m a n or Provost. F o r further informat ion on the scope of 
these titles see: 

George S . P r y d e , Ayr Burgh Accounts (1534-1624) , 1937 
W i l l i a m M a c k a y M a c k e n z i e , The Scottish Burghs, 1949 
D a v i d M u r r a y , Early Burgh Organisation in Scotland, 1924 a n d 193a 
Exchequer Rolls of Scotland, v o l . i . Preface 

1327 Prepositi Symon Colyn-
son and Ade Petyt 

1342 Prepositi Ade de Moravia, 
John Clerk and William 
Broun 

1359 Alderman Robert Smal 
1401 Aid. Reginald de Fynvyk 
1406 Aid. Reginald de Fynvyk 
1415 Provost Nicholas de 

Fynvyk 
1430 Aid. Pat A'Hayre 
1435 Prepositus John Cambel 

de Skeldoune 
1438 Aid. Pat Hayr 
1450 Aid. John Multrar 
1454 Aid. John Petyt 
1460 Aid. J n . Multrar 
1469 Aid. Alex. Otterburn 
1471 Aid. John Multrar 
1477 Aid. Jas. Blare 
1480 Prepositus David Blare 
1481 Prepositus John Multrar 
1488 Aid. And. Busby 
1491 Aid. And. Busby 

1492 Aid. And. Busby 
1493 Aid. And. Busby 
1494 Aid. James Blair 
1495 Aid. And. Busby 
1496 Aid. And. Busby 
1497 Aid. Allan Boyman and 

Aid. And. Busby 
1498 Aid. And. Busby 
1499 Aid. Robt. Clark, J n . Broun 

and And. Busby 
1500 Aid. Robt. Clerk 
1501 
1502 Aid. Robt. Clerk 
1503 Aid. Matt. Wallas 
1504 Aid. Matt. Wallas 
1505 Aid. Robt. Clerk 
1506 Aid. Matt. Wallas 
1507 Aid. Matt. Wallas de 

Crago 
1508 Aid. Matt. Wallas 
1509 Aid. Robt. Clerk of 

Auldhall 
1 5 1 0 Aid. Johne Broun 
1511 Aid. Robt. Clerk 

3 1 6 
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I 5 I 2 Aid. Johne Chalmer 1551 William Hamilton 

I 5 I 3 Aid. Johne Chalmer 1552 William Hamilton 

I 5 I 4 Aid. Johne Broun 1553 
I 5 I 5 Johne Broun 1 5 5 4 
I 5 I 6 1555 
I 5 I 7 1556 
I 5 I 8 Aid. Adam Wallace of 1557 I 5 I 8 

Newton 1558 
I 5 I 9 Aid. J n . Dalrymple 1559 
1520 Aid. Adam Wallace of 1560 Michael Wallace of 1520 

Newton 
1560 

Cunning Park 
I 5 2 I Aid. James Tate 1561 Michael Wallace 
1522 Aid. Adam Wallace of 1562 Michael Wallace 1522 

Newton 1563 
1523 Aid. Adam Wallace of 1564 

Newton 1565 
1524 Aid. Adam Wallace of 1566 1524 

Newton 1567 
1 5 2 5 1568 John Lockhart 
1526 1569 John Lockhart 
1527 James Tate 1570 
1528 James Tate 1571 
1529 1572 
1530 Adam Wallace of Newton 1573 Michael Wallace 
I 5 3 I Adam Wallace of Newton 1574 John Lockhart 
1532 Aid. Thos. Broun 1575 Michael Wallace 
1533 1576 
1534 Ritchard Bannatyne 1577 John Lockhart 
1535 Ritchard Bannatyne 1578 Hew Campbell yr. 
1536 Ritchard Bannatyne Loudoun 
1537 Ritchard Bannatyne 1579 
1538 George Wallace 1580 John Jamesoun 
1539 William Hamilton 1581 George Jamesoun 
1540 William Hamilton 1582 Robert Campbell 
I 5 4 I William Hamilton 1583 John Jamesoun 
1542 William Hamilton 1584 Adam Stewart 
1543 Ritchard Bannatyne 1585 Sir William Stewart 
1 5 4 4 1586 Archibald Fergushill 
1 5 4 5 1587 Archibald Fergushill 
1546 1588 Archibald Fergushill 
1547 William Hamilton 1589 John Lokhart 
1548 William Hamilton 1590 George Jamesoun 
1549 William Hamilton 1591 George Jamesoun 
1550 1592 Adam Stewart 
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1593 George Jamesoun 
1594 George Jamesoun 
1595 George Jamesoun 
1596 David Fergushill 
1597 David Fergushill 
1598 David Fergushill 
1599 David Fergushill 
1600 David Fergushill 
1601 Alexander Lokhert of 

Boghall 
1602 George Jamesoun 
1603 David Fergushill 
1604 Adam Stewart 
1605 David Fergushill 
1606 Adam Stewart 
1607 David Fergushill 
1608 Adam Stewart 
1609 John Lokhert of Boghall 
1610 Hew Kennedy 
1611 John Lokhert of Barr 
1612 John Osburne 
1613 Adam Richie 
1614 Hew Kennedy 
1615 Adam Richie 
1616 John Osburne 
1617 Hew Kennedy 
1618 Adam Ritchie 
1619 Hew Kennedy 
1620 John Osburne 
1621 Adam Richie 
1622 James Blair 
1623 Adam Richie 
1624 James Blair 
1625 Adam Richie 
1626 John Osburne 
1627 James Blair 
1628 William Cunningham 
1629 Adam Ritchie 
1630 John Stewart 
1631 Adam Ritchie 
1632 John Stewart 
1633 James Blair 
1634 John Osburne 
1635 John Stewart 
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1636 John Osburne 
1637 Robert Gordoun 
1638 John Osburne 
1639 Robert Gordoun 
1640 John Osburne 
1641 Robert Gordoun 
1642 John Osburne 
1643 Hew Kennedy 
1644 John Kennedy 
1645 John Osburne 
1646 John Kennedy 
1647 Robert Gordoun 
1648 Hew Kennedy 
1649 Gilbert Ritcheart 
1650 Hew Kennedy 
1651 Robert Gordoun 
1652 
1653 
1654 Capt. Vaxley Robson 

(vice-Provost) 
1655 William Gunynghame 
1656 John Osburne 
1657 Hew Kennedy 
1658 John Osburne 
1659 Hew Kennedy 
1660 William Cunynghame 
1661 William Cunynghame 
1662 William Cunynghame 
1663 William Gunynghame 
1664 Will iam Cuninghame 
1665 Will iam Cuninghame 
1666 William Cuninghame 
1667 Thomas Knight 
1668 Thomas Knight 
1669 William Cunynghame 
1670 Will iam Cunynghame 
1671 Thomas Knight 
1672 Thomas Knight 
1673 John Moor 
1674 John Moor 
'675 John Cunningham 
1676 Robert Doock 
1677 Robert Doock 
1678 Will iam Cunnynghame 
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1679 Will iam Cunnynghame 1723 
1680 Wilham Cunnynghame 1724 
1681 Vaxley Robson 1725 
1682 Vaxley Robson 1726 
1683 William Brisbane 1727 
1684 Robert Hunter 1728 
1685 WilUam Cunynghame 1729 
1686 WilHam Cunynghame 1730 
1687 Sir William Wallace 1731 
1688 John Moor 1732 
1689 John Moor 1733 
1690 John Moor 1734 
1691 John Osburn 1735 
1692 John Moor 1736 
1693 Hugh Crauford 1737 
1694 John Osburn 1738 
1695 Robert Moor 1739 
1696 John Moor 1740 
1697 Robert Moor 1741 
1698 John Moor 1742 
1699 Robert Moor 1743 
1700 Samuel Moor 1744 
1701 John Moor 1745 
1702 Samuel Moor 1746 
1703 Hew McHutchon 1747 
1704 John Ballantine 1748 
1705 David Fergusson 1749 
1706 John Moor 1750 
1707 Robert Moor 1751 
1708 Samuel Moor 1752 
1709 Robert Moor 1753 
1710 Robert Moor 1754 
1711 Samuel Moor 1755 
1712 Robert Moor 1756 
1713 Robert Moor 1757 
1714 Samuel Moor 1758 
1715 Robert Moor 1759 
1716 Robert Moor 1760 
1717 Mongo Campbell 1761 
1718 Robert Moor 1762 
1719 Robert Moor 1763 
1720 Joseph Wilson 1764 
1721 Joseph Wilson 1765 
1722 James Montgomery 1766 

James Montgomery 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
James Montgomery 
James Montgomery 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
James Montgomery 
James Montgomery 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
James Montgomery 
James Montgomery 
James Hunter 
James Hunter 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
James Hunter 
James Hunter 
James Montgomery 
John Campbell 
John Campbell 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
Andrew Slowane 
Andrew Slowane 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
Andrew Slowane 
Andrew Slowane 
Thomas Garvine 
Thomas Garvine 
Andrew Slowane 
Andrew Slowane 
Elias Cathcart 
EUas Cathcart 
Wil l iam Fergusson 
Will iam Fergusson 
David Bannatyne 
David Bannatyne 
Will iam Fergusson 
Will iam Fergusson 
Will iam Fergusson 
David Fergusson 
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1767 D a v i d B a n n a t y n e 1811 W i l l i a m C o w a n 
1 7 6 8 D a v i d B a n n a t y n e 1812 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 

1769 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1813 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 

I 7 7 0 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 1 4 W i l l i a m C o w a n 

I 7 7 I J a m e s F e r g u s s o n 1 8 1 5 W i l l i a m C o w a n 

1772 J a m e s F e r g u s s o n 1 8 1 6 H u g h C o w a n 

1 7 7 3 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1817 H u g h C o w a n 

1774 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 1 8 W i l l i a m C o w a n 

1 7 7 5 J a m e s H u t c h e s o n 1 8 1 9 W i l l i a m C o w a n 

1 7 7 6 J a m e s H u t c h e s o n 1 8 2 0 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1777 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1821 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 7 8 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1822 W i l l i a m C o w a n 

1 7 7 9 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 2 3 W i l l i a m C o w a n 
1 7 8 0 J o h n N i m m o 1 8 2 4 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 8 1 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 2 5 Q u i n t i n K e n n e d y 

1782 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 2 6 Q u i n t i n K e n n e d y 

1 7 8 3 W i l l i a m C a m p b e l l 1 8 2 7 W i l l i a m F u U a r t o n 

1 7 8 4 W i l l i a m C a m p b e l l 1 8 2 8 W i l l i a m F u U a r t o n 

1 7 8 5 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 2 9 Q u i n t i n K e n n e d y 
1786 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 3 0 Q u i n t i n K e n n e d y 

1787 J o h n B a l l a n t i n e 1 8 3 1 W i l l i a m F u l l a r t o n 
1 7 8 8 J o h n B a l l a n t i n e 1832 W i l l i a m F u l l a r t o n 

1 7 8 9 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 3 3 W i l l i a m F u l l a r t o n 

I 7 9 0 D a v i d F e r g u s s o n 1 8 3 4 W i l l i a m F u l l a r t o n a n d 

I 7 9 I J o h n M u r d o c h D a v i d L i m o n d 

1792 J o h n M u r d o c h 1 8 3 5 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 9 3 J o h n B a l l a n t i n e 1 8 3 6 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 9 4 J o h n B a l l a n t i n e 1 8 3 7 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 9 5 C h a r l e s S h a w 1 8 3 8 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 9 6 J o h n B a l l a n t i n e 1 8 3 9 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 9 7 J o h n B a l l a n t i n e 1 8 4 0 D a v i d L i m o n d 

1 7 9 8 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 1 8 4 1 H u g h M i l l e r 

1 7 9 9 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 1842 H u g h M i l l e r 
i 8 o o W i l l i a m B o w i e 1 8 4 3 H u g h M i l l e r 

1 8 0 1 W i l l i a m B o w i e 1 8 4 4 H u g h M i l l e r 

1802 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 1 8 4 5 H u g h M i l l e r 
1 8 0 3 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 1 8 4 6 H u g h M i l l e r 
1 8 0 4 W i l l i a m B o w i e 1 8 4 7 H u g h M i l l e r 

1 8 0 5 W i l l i a m B o w i e 1 8 4 8 H u g h M i l l e r 

1 8 0 6 G e o r g e D u n l o p 1 8 4 9 H u g h M i l l e r 

1 8 0 7 G e o r g e D u n l o p 1 8 5 0 H u g h M i l l e r 
1 8 0 8 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 1 8 5 1 H u g h M i l l e r 

1 8 0 9 G e o r g e C h a r l e s 1 8 5 2 H u g h M i l l e r 
i B i o W i l l i a m C o w a n 1 8 5 3 H u g h M i l l e r 
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1 8 5 4 H u g h M i l l e r 
1 8 5 5 P r i m r o s e W i U i a m K e n n e d y 

1 8 5 6 P r i m r o s e W i l l i a m K e n n e d y 
185 7 P r i m r o s e W i l l i a m K e n n e d y 

1 8 5 8 P r i m r o s e W i l l i a m K e n n e d y 
1 8 5 9 P r i m r o s e W i l l i a m K e n n e d y 
1 8 6 0 P r i m r o s e W i l l i a m K e n n e d y 

1 8 6 1 A n d r e w P a t e r s o n 

1862 A n d r e w P a t e r s o n 

1 8 6 3 A n d r e w P a t e r s o n 
1 8 6 4 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 

1 8 6 5 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 

1 8 6 6 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 
1 8 6 7 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 

1 8 6 8 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 

1 8 6 9 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 
1 8 7 0 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 
1 8 7 1 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 

1872 J o h n M a c n e i l l e 

1 8 7 3 R o b e r t G o u d i e 
1 8 7 4 R o b e r t G o u d i e 

1 8 7 5 R o b e r t G o u d i e 
1 8 7 6 T h o m a s S t e e l e 

1877 T h o m a s S t e e l e 

1 8 7 8 T h o m a s S t e e l e 
1 8 7 9 T h o m a s S t e e l e 

1 8 8 0 T h o m a s S t e e l e 
1 8 8 1 T h o m a s S t e e l e 
1882 W i U i a m K i l p a t r i c k 
1 8 8 3 W i l l i a m K i l p a t r i c k 
1 8 8 4 W i l l i a m K i l p a t r i c k 

1 8 8 5 W i U i a m K i l p a t r i c k 
1 8 8 6 W i U i a m K i l p a t r i c k 
1 8 8 7 W i l l i a m K i l p a t r i c k 
1 8 8 8 J a m e s M u r r a y F e r g u s o n 
1 8 8 9 J a m e s M u r r a y F e r g u s o n 
i 8 g o J a m e s M u r r a y F e r g u s o n 

1 8 9 1 R o b e r t S h a n k l a n d 
1 8 9 2 R o b e r t S h a n k l a n d 
1 8 9 3 R o b e r t S h a n k l a n d 
1 8 9 4 H u g h D o u g l a s W i l l o c k 
1 8 9 5 H u g h D o u g l a s W i l l o c k 

1 8 9 6 H u g h D o u g l a s W i l l o c k 

1 8 9 7 T h o m a s T e m p l e t o n 

1 8 9 8 T h o m a s T e m p l e t o n 

1 8 9 9 T h o m a s T e m p l e t o n 

1 9 0 0 T h o m a s T e m p l e t o n 
1 9 0 1 T h o m a s T e m p l e t o n 

1902 T h o m a s T e m p l e t o n 

1 9 0 3 W i l l i a m A l l a n 

1 9 0 4 W i l l i a m A l l a n 

1 9 0 5 W i l l i a m A l l a n 
i g o 6 W i l l i a m A l l a n 
1 9 0 7 W i l l i a m A l l a n 
i g o 8 W i l l i a m A l l a n 

1 9 0 9 J a m e s S . H u n t e r 
1 9 1 0 J a m e s S . H u n t e r 

1911 J a m e s S . H u n t e r 
1912 J o h n M i t c h e l l 
1913 J o h n M i t c h e l l 

1914 J o h n M i t c h e l l 
1915 J o h n M i t c h e l l 

1916 J o h n M i t c h e l l 
1917 J o h n M i t c h e l l 
1918 J o h n M . M a t h i e M o r t o n 
1 9 1 9 J o h n M . M a t h i e M o r t o n 

1 9 2 0 J o h n M . M a t h i e M o r t o n 

1 9 2 1 J o h n M . M a t h i e M o r t o n 

1922 D o n a l d M c D o n a l d 

1 9 2 3 D o n a l d M c D o n a l d 
1 9 2 4 J a m e s R . G o u l d 

1 9 2 5 J a m e s R . G o u l d 
1926 J a m e s R . G o u l d 
1 9 2 7 J o h n S . S t e w a r t 
1 9 2 8 J o h n S . S t e w a r t 

1 9 2 9 J o h n S . S t e w a r t 
1 9 3 0 T h o m a s W i l s o n 
1 9 3 1 T h o m a s W i l s o n 
1932 T h o m a s W i l s o n 
1933 T h o m a s G a l l o w a y 
1 9 3 4 T h o m a s G a l l o w a y 
1 9 3 5 T h o m a s G a l l o w a y 

1936 J a m e s W i l l s 
1937 J a m e s W i l l s 

1 9 3 8 J a m e s W i l l s 
1 9 3 9 J a m e s W i l l s 

1 9 4 0 R o b e r t B o w m a n 

1 9 4 1 R o b e r t B o w m a n 



322 T H E R O Y A L B U R G H O F A Y R 

1942 Thomas Murray 
1943 Thomas Murray 
1944 Thomas Murray 
1945 Thomas Murray 
1946 Thomas Murray 
1947 Thomas Murray 

1948 Thomas Murray 
1949 James Smith 
1950 James Smith 
1951 James Smith 
1952 Adam Hart 
1953 Adam Hart 

S O U R C E S 

Charters of the Royal Burgh of Ayr 
Exchequer Rolls of Scotland 
Register of the Great Seal of Scotland 
Ayr Town Council Minute Books 
Alloway Court Book 

CHAPTER 20 

M O D E R N D E V E L O P M E N T O F T H E B U R G H 

THOMAS PATERSON, O.A., J.P. 

AYR, like most towns, has grown and expanded down the 
years without any recognised plan of development. There 

are examples of good planning to be found i n many parts of the 
town, but the great mass of building has taken place i n an 
unrelated fashion. T h i s was, perhaps, unavoidable as the local 
authority did not possess the powers necessary to control 
development. I t was not unti l 1909 that legislation was passed 
to enable local authorities to exercise a negative measure 
of control. T h a t is to say, power was given to prevent certain 
developments, rather than to ensure that development followed 
an agreed plan. T h e passing of the 1909 act was the culmina­
tion of a long period of agitation by many prominent people to 
convince Parliament that something more than the by-law 
regulations under Public Heal th or L o c a l Government Acts 
was required to ensure satisfactory development. 

Apart from the general provisions of the latter acts it was 
open to local authorities to proceed by way of private bills to 
secure improvements. A y r T o w n Council i n their Water Act , 
1885, included i n the measure proposals for widening H i g h 
Street and K y l e Street. T h e proposals were extremely modest, 
however, and power to acquire land was limited to a distance 
of 80 feet from the centre of the roadway. H o w little use was 
made of these powers we know to-day when modern traffic 
conditions compel us to visualise much wider streets. 

Although the 1909 act gave local authorities powers to make 
planning schemes, no steps were taken i n A y r to give effective 
operation to the act. T h i s was no doubt due to the cumbersome 
procedure which the act entailed. A further serious considera­
tion was the heavy compensation which the local authority 
had to pay whenever the planning scheme prevented land being 
developed. 
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