
m 
f. 43r. 48. 29 June 1551. Instrument of sasine, on a precept under 

the Quarter Seal dated 1 June [sic] following on a charter 
[B.M.S., iv. 615, dated 8 June] directed to Nicholas Scherar sheriff 
depute of Aire, given to George Dermont as attorney for WilHam 
Cunynghame of Laglane and to Elizabeth Cathcart, wife of the 
said Wilham, personally present, of the 33s 4d land of old extent 
of Knokgulrane-Cunynghame in the baihary of Kile-regis and 
sneriffdom of Aire, which had been resigned by the said William 
in the hands of the Duke of Chattelharault as the Queen's tutor, 
[.(lest of entry missing.] 
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T h e Or ig ins of Feudal A y r s h i r e 
B Y W I L L I A M J . D I L L O N , M . A . ' 

T H E M A K I N G OF T H E S H I R E OF A Y R . 

That portion of Scotland which is called the shire of Ayr falls 
naturally into three major divisions, separated by transverse rivers 
—the Irvine and the Doon. 

I n the obscure periods before history becomes visible in 
documentary form these three separated areas maj^ have been 
petty kingdoms, for they appear to have had individual names 
as early as 760 A.D. , when the Northumbrians overran the plain 
of Kj^le and other regions.i 

Each area has a strong tradition of kingship. B y repute K y l e 
is the land of King Coel—a far from mythical sovereign—and 
archaeological remains at Coilsfield may lend support to the 
tradition." 

Hector Boece avers that King Caratacus was interred in Carrick 
" and thir stones his monument are as yet standing neir the toune 
of Turnberry which was questionless the ancient Carriotoniuni."^ 

Whether one agree or disagree with this mediaeval view, it 
cannot be denied that Turnberry was the centre of the Carrick 
area, and the discoverj? in 1632 of many freestone coffins, all lying 
east and west, within a mile of Turnberry Castle, may supply 
confirmatory evidence.* 

The Welsh Bards and the Book of Taliessen suggest that a 
legendary king, Proc, had his residence near Irvine, and that the 
northern portion, now called Cuninghame, was the scene of the 
activities of the renowned King Arthur,^ a view which is not 
incompatible with the researches of modern scholarship.^ 

Whatever value one may assign to such traditions, it is at least 
clear that the three areas separated by the rivers had been also 
politically separate, and that important centres of population 
•—or government—existed around Turnberry, Coylton, Dundonald 
and the Irvine-Kilwinning locality. 

(1) Continuat io B e d a e (ed. P l u n i m e r ) . I . 133. 
(2) N e w Stat is t ical A c c o u n t — A y r s h i r e . Page 752. 
(3) S c o t o r u m H i s t o r i a e . H e c t o r l ioece (ed. Bel lenden) . I . X X I X . 
(4) H i s t o r i c of the K e n n e d y s . Page 189. 
(5) Archaeological L i g h t on E a r l y Christ ianis ing . K n i g h t . I . Page 265. 
(6) See W a d e E v a n s i n Dumfr ies a n d Gal loway T r a n s a c t i o n s , 1048-49. Page (56. 
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When the district came to be feudalised this tripartite arrange­
ment played a major part in the development, civil and ecclesiastical, 
of the shire of A y r throughout the mediaeval period. Thus, for 
example, each region received an overlord, each region became a 
deanery of the diocese, and each region contained one monaster 

T H E O V E R L O R D S W H O M A D E A S H I R E P O S S I B L E . 

The three areas were eventually united into the shire of A y r . 
Before that could be accomplished each region had to receive a 
stable government, which was achievable only under a strong 
feudal superior and so, early in feudal times, we find Cuninghame, 
Kjde and Carrick each under an overlord. Once such rulers had 
been established, royal creation of a shire was possible. 

A t this point it is convenient to mention the two areas of K y l e 
and to point out that information about the reason for this bisection 
is very hard to find. 

K y l e was subdivided by the Rivers Ayr , Lugar and Glenmuir. 
The northern part was held by the Stewart and so bore the name, 
Kyle -Stewart ; while the southern half was under vassals who held 
directly of the king so that this portion was named Kyle-Regis , 
or King's K y l e . 

The division must have taken place when the northern portion 
was given to the Steward by K i n g David. The nomenclature shows 
the favourite mediaeval device of denoting ownership of a partitioned 
property by suffixing the holder's name to the name of the property, 
e.g., Stair-Montgomerie and Stair-White. 

The fact that Kyle-Regis was held by the king explains, in part, 
why many of the churches of this region were given to the 
Chapel-royal. 

There is a grave deficiency of early records for all parishes in 
this region with the exception of Coylton, Cumnock and Ochiltree. 

T H E O V E K L O K D O F C U N I X G H A M E . 

I n Curdnghame the most powerful retauier of K i n g David I . 
was one Hugh de Morville. This soldier was a Northamptonshire 
baron and in 1131 his name appears in the Pipe Rolls as a proprietor 
in the counties of Rutland, Northampton and Huntingdon. 
Although an English land-holder, he was of Norman type, and 
his name may be taken from the castle of Morville in the Costentin, 
Normandy. 
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We do not know vhen or why this powerful knight came to 
Scotland ; no charter grant giving Scottish lands to him survives ; 
but it is known that K i n g David gave him possessions in Lothian 
and Lauderdale, and created him lord of Cuninghame and Largs. 
He also held the important office of Great Constable of Scotland. 

There is confusion in the hnoage of the De Moivilles. The 
original Hugh died a monk in 1162. Another Hugh, grandnephew 
of the first, had a part in the murder of Thomas a Becket in 1170. 
This ambiguity causes confusion concerning the foundation of 
Kilwinning Abbey. 

The De MorviUe family did not last long. Richard de MorviUe 
married Avicia de Lancaster ; he died in 1189 and his lady in 1191. 
Their son, William, died childless in 1196, and the only daughter, 
Elena , married Roland, lord of Galloway, so that Cuninghame and 
Largs passed to Roland. Then succeeded Alan, son of Roland, 
who died in 1234. His child, Devorgilla, married John de Balliol 
in 1228, and the forfeiture of the Balliol family meant the passing 
of all the De Morville Ayrshire possessions to the Stewarts. 

B u t the De MorvUles had played a powerful part in our district 
during the troubled times when Scotland was consolidating into a 
kingdom. F r o m their headquarters in the Kilwinning area this 
family presided over Cuningliame, and under their tenure arose the 
abbey of Kilwinning, ' while the chapter of Glasgow came into 
possession of the Canonlands, in the parishes of Dairy and Largs . 

T H E O V E E L O B D O F K Y L E . 

The most powerful baron in Ayrshire was Walter Fi tz Alan, 
who held Kyle-Stewart. I n 1141 K i n g David, supporting the cause of 
his niece, the Empress Maud, made the acquaintance of this son 
of the Lord of Oswestry. Walter came north, " with no seat 
save his saddle," as a forfeited baron, when the cause of the 
empress collapsed. He appears as a witness for K i n g David in 
1142.8 

About 1157 K m g Malcolm confirmed to this Walter his grand­
father's gift of the lands of Renfrew, Paisley, Pollok, Cathcart, 
eaglesham, Lochwinnooh, etc., and added further donations to the 
grant. Walter's function was to safeguard the Clyde area, and 
in 1164 he defeated Somerled of the Isles at Renfrew, and received 
the defeated's castles of Rothesay and Bute. This victory 
stabilised the northern border of our shire. 

(7) T h e D e Morvi l les explain K i l w i n n i n g possessions i n L a u d e r . 
(8) U b e r de Melros. Page 4. . . 



T h i s F i t z A l a n was a patron of the abbeys of Pa is ley a n d 
Melrose. Before he died i n the monastic habit at Melrose^ i n 1 1 7 7 
his donations had greatly affected the ecclesiastical organisation 
of Ayrsh i re . 

Wal ter ' s son, A l a n , died i n 1 2 0 4 , 1 " and Wal ter I I . succeeded 
and took the fami ly name of Stewart together w i t h the seignorial 
name of Wal ter of Dundonald . 

F r o m v e r y ear ly times the F i t z A lans had been lords of K y l e , 
as can be seen when about 1 1 6 5 Wal ter gave the tenth pemiy o f a l l 
his lands except K y l e to the monks of P a i s l e y . B y the t ime of 
the B a t t l e of L a r g s the fami ly had an important residence a t 
Dundonald and here in 1 3 9 0 Robert Stewart , i.e., K i n g Robert I I . , 
died.i" R o y a l residence at this stronghold explains the chapel-
roj^al at Dundonald . 

I n short, the Stewart held K y l e - S t e w a r t — a U the land between 
the R i v e r A y r and the R i v e r I r v i n e — h a d a stronghold at Dundonald , 
and possessed a trading burgh at Prestwick . H i s overlordship 
concerns Pais ley and Melrose possessions i n K y l e , the coming of the 
Gilbertines to JDalmilling, and the foundation of a r o y a l chapel i n 
our shire. 

T H E O V E E L O B D O F C A B E I C K . 

T h e south-west corner of Scotland unt i l after the W a r s of 
Independence acted l ike an independent kingdom. T h e k ing 
of the Scots openly admitted the apartness of the area when he 
addressed his soldiers as Scots, E n g l i s h , Normans and Gal lovidians . i* 

T h i s unsettled province extended northwards to the R i v e r Doon 
and thus included Carr i ck . T h e inhabitants were a mi l i tant breed, 
and when historical times begin they Avere under the sovereignty 
of their first recorded prince, Fergus of Gal loway . W i t h the 
help of Wal ter F i t z A l a n , K i n g Malcolm I V . subjugated Fergus 
who then retired as a monk to Holyrood Abbey, where he died 
i n 1 1 6 1 . 

Fergus had married a n E n g l i s h princess, a daughter of H e n r y I . , 
and by her he left two sons, Gi lbert and Uchtred , who then ruled 
Gal loway jo int lJ^ W h e n W i l l i a m the L i o n was captured at 
A l n w i c k i n 1 1 7 4 Gal loway burst into revolt and sought E n g l i s h 
vassalage. C i v i l war broke out and Ucht red was foully murdered 
b y Gilbert 's son, Malcolm, i n 1 1 7 4 . 

(9) C h r o n i c a de Melros. Page 88. 
(10) C h r o n i c a de Melros. Page 105. 
(11) Pais ley C h a r t e r s . Page 7. 
(12) B u t e i n the Olden T i m e s . J . I v . H e w i s o n . Page 8 1 . 
(13) F i t z A l a n seals show the t y p i c a l mounted linight. 
(14) M u n l m e n t a de Meiros. I . No . 1 . 
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W h e n Gilbert died i n 1 1 8 0 LTchtred's son, Ro land , possessed 
himself of a l l Gal loway against the wishes of H e n r y I I I . of E n g l a n d . 
B y a peace treaty lietween H e n r y and the k ing of Scot land, 
R o l a n d was forced to cede a part of Gal loway to Gilbert 's sou, 
Duncan . T h i s partit ion was of v i t a l importance to the formation 
of Ayrsh ire , for Duncan 's share was erected into an earldom under 
the Scots king and thus i n 1 1 8 6 origmated the earldom of Carr i ck 
which was soon to be incorporated into the new sheriffdom of A y r . 

T h e erection of the royal burghs of A y r and Dumfries was 
dehberate policy to contain Galloway,i» which was st i l l dangerously 
powerful. T h e lordship flourished under R o l a n d who marr ied 
the De Morvil le heiress and became H i g h Constable. H i s son and 
successor, A l a n , continued as Constable and was a puissant lord. 
H e assisted K i n g H e n r y i n I re land , was a Magna C a r t a baron, 
had a huge pr ivate fleet and was a constant raider of the Western 
Isles . H i s death in 1 2 3 4 was a tragedy for this l i tt le kingdom. 
H e left behind three daughters, a l l married to E n g h s h barons ; 
no lass could inherit i n Gal loway ; a nat ive revolt broke out and the 
power of Gal loway waned. 

B u t the region south of C a r r i c k was polit ical ly insecure u n t i l 
after Bannockburn . E d w a r d I . considered Gal loway no part of 
Scotland,!^ and the long, dour struggle i n the Carr i ck area was 
intensified by local allegiance to the E n g l i s h cause. T h e v i c to ry 
of E d w a r d Bruce at Craigneil ended the pohtical independence of 
GaUoway, but i n ecclesiastical affairs Gal loway held itself apart 
from Scotland u n t i l 1 4 7 2 . T h e political and rehgious apartness 
of this area is reflected i n the diocesan arrangement of lowland 
Scotland and \\ill be c^ousidered later. 

T H E S E T T I N G U P O F T H E S H I R E . 

A s soon as the three portions—Cuninghame, K y l e and Carrick—• 
were securely held under major vassals of the k ing , a shire of A y r 
was possible. " T h e r o y a l power moved forward to Dumfries and 
A y r , as strongholds planned to contain the turbulent region of 
Gal loway , " ! ' ' using the characteristic feudal device of l inked 
castle, burgh and sheriffdom. T h u s it w i l l be seen that the shire 
of A y r was a deliberate creation, part of the machiner j ' of feudalism. 
W h e n a castle had been erected and a sheriff domiciled therein, 
the area placed under the jurisdict ion of the sheriff became a 
sheriffdom or shire. Clear ly a shire could not be a real i ty u n t i l 
its province was sufficiently subjugated to accept the author i ty of 
the sheriff. T h u s the shire of A y r could not come into being u n t i l 
after the disjunction of Carr i ck from Gal loway i n 118(>. So i t was 

(15) D u m f r i e s and G a l l o w a y T r a n s a c t i o n s , 1950-51. D r . P r y i i e . Page 8;i. 
(Ifi) H i s t o r i c a l D o c u m e n t s re lat ing to Scot land. Stevenson. " 1297. 
(17) D u m f r i e s and ( ja l loway T r a n s a c t i o n s , 1950-51. G. S . P r y d e . Page 8:i. 
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then that about the year 1 1 9 7 W i l l i a m the L i o n erected a new 
castle somewhere between the R i v e r A y r and the R i v e r Doon.i* 
T h e extent of the new sheriffdom did not depend ult imately upon 
geography but upon convenience of jurisdiction. T h e sheriff of 
A y r was given authori ty over Cumnghame, K y l e and Carr iek , 
because these areas were firmly held by t rustworthy vassals of 
royal ty . F o r s imilar reasons his jurisdiction extended over the 
Lordship of L a r g s and the islands of Cumbrae and Ai lsa Craig . 

H i s seat was the new castle upon A y r . - " T o complete the 
feudal process a roya l burgh was necessary. I n 1203 A y r was 
created such a burgh^i and thus became the most important 
place i n the shire. I n rehgious affairs this meant tha t the church 
of S t . J o h n the B a p t i s t had to be a major Scott ish church. 

T H E M I N O R V A S S A L S A N D T H E " V I L L S " O F T H E S H I R E . 

T h e subjugation and settlement of the major areas of A3'rshire 
necessitated the intrusion of lesser mi l i ta ry vassals into each region. 
B y a process of sub-infeudation each area was subdivided i n t o 
tenements of land held of the overlord in mi l i ta ry tenure b}^ vassals 
exercising, each i n his allotted place, jurisdict ion i n the name of 
his overlord. I n Cuninghame a l l such subordinate areas were 
held from the De Morvilles, i n K y l e - S t e w a r t from the S tewar t , 
in Carr ick from the E a r l . 

There is not sufficient evidence of the process of penetration 
to decide whether i t was peaceful or violent, or whether local 
leaders accepted the new order and rose to power under i t . There 
was no Norman conquest of the area, but m a n y Norman-type 
knights were settled by roya l author i ty to prociire the feudalisation 
of the shire. 

T h e lands were allotted in parcels, the boundaries actual ly 
stepped out, and the " divisas " meticulously recorded in charter 
form. A l l matters wi th in each parcel were carefully defined as to 
jur isd ic t ion ; for example, rights over pastures, free forests, fishings, 
turbaries and mil ls . E a c h holder of a uni t exercised his jurisdict ion 
over a l l things w i th in his uni t . 

I t was a mi l i tary system based upon abi l i ty to provide armed 
vassals for the overlord when necessity arose. T h e new owners 
i n Ayrsh i re were neither agriculturists nor land-improvers ; 

(18) C h r o n i c a de Mclros . Page 103. 
(19) C u m l i r a e is now in B i i t c s h l i e ; it used tii 1« I n L a r g s I ' a r i s l i . 
(20) W i l l i a m , vicecoines de novo castello super A r . M u n . de Mclrus . i . X o . 3(>. 
(21) Muniments of the liursjh of A y r . No. 1. 
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pr imar i ly they were warriors and bore upon their shields the 
symbols of their origin and occupation, a mounted mai l -c lad 
warrior displaying a drawn sword.^-

Many of their seals are to be seen in the Melrose Muniments 
and i n La ing ' s Catalogue of Seals. F r o m local charters and from 
the Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland i t is possible 
to l ist many of these landholders " d e l conte de are . " B u t a 
complete l ist is out of question, for charter evidence for m a n y 
localities is non-existent, e.g., Auchinleck, B a r n w e i l l , and Gamaook. 
However , from documents s t i l l available i t is possible to assign 
m a n y Ayrsh i re knights to their localities. 

De Morville Vassals. 

A R D E O S S A N . A r t h u r of Ardrossan. Memorials of Montgomeries. 
I . No. 1. 

A E D R O S S A N . Ph i l ip de Horssey. Font ' s Cuninghame. Page 100. 

A R D R O S S A N . R i c h a r d de B a r c l a y . K i l w i n n i n g Charters. Page 138. 

A R D E O S S A N . S imon de Beaumont. Pout 's Cuninghame. Page 5 8 . 

E G L I N T O N . E g l i n of Eg l inton . I r v i n e Muniments. I . No. 1. 

G i F F i N . Alexander de Neuham. L iber de Dryburgh . No. 226. 

K E L B U R N E . R i c h a r d Boyle . Font ' s Cuninghame. Page 5 9 . 

K I L R E I D E . Robert Croc. Lennox Charters . No. 2. 

K I L M A R N O C K . Malcolm Loccar t . Font ' s Cuninghame. Page 290. 

K I L M A U R S . Warnebald . L iber de Calchou. I . No. 283. 

K i L M A U R S . H u g h de l a Roke ly . L iber de Calchou. I . No. 28r). 

L A K O S . Thomas Seys i l . Reg . E p i s . Clasg . I . Page 192. 

L O U D O U N . L a m b i n u s . Dalr j 'mple Collections. 

R i c c A R T O N . R i c h a r d Loccart . Melrose Muniments. I . No. (Hi. 

S T E V E N S T O N . Stephen Loccart . K i l w i n n i n g Charters. I . No. 1 . 

S T E W A R T O N . Godfrey de Ros . Pais ley Charters. Page 70. 
(22) D e s c r i p t i v e Catalogue of A n c i e n t Scott ish Seals. H e n r y l .aing. l lo l icTt de B r u c e . 

v£ge 29. J o h n C o m y n . No. 222. P a t U u n h a r . No. 283. Saer de Q u e r c i . 
No . 679. Roger de Sealabroc . No . 71». W . F i t z A l a n . No . 789. R i c l i a r d 
WaUace of B a r m o r c . No. 838. 
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Stewart Vassals in Kyle . 

C E A I G I E . Wal ter Hose. Pais ley Charters. Page 2 3 1 . 

C K O S B I E . H e n r y Croc. Pais ley Charters . Page 7 0 . 

D A L M K L L I N G T O N . Thomas Colvil le le Scot. Melrose Muniments. 
I . No. 1 9 2 . 

D u x D O J s ' A L D . Donald , son of Y w e n . Pais ley Charters. Page 7 0 . 

M A U C H L I N E . Peter de C u r r i . Melrose Muniments. I . Nos. 6 9 , 7 5 . 

M A U C H L I S E . R i c h a r d Wallace . Melrose Muniments. I . No. 6 9 . 

M A r c H x i K E . Nes de Walouton. Melrose Muniments. 1 . No. 7 4 . 

M A U C H L I N E . Gi lbert , son of R i c h a r d . Melrose Muniments. I . 
No. 6 6 . 

M A U C H L I N E . Roger, son of Gla ia . Melrose Muniments. I . No. 7 3 . 

M A U C H L I N E . Robert , son of F u l b e r t . Pais ley Charters. No. 2 . 

M A E C H L I J S T E . Y w e n , son of Donald . Pais ley Charters . No. 2 . 

O C H I L T E E E . Ph i l ip de Colville. Melrose Muniments. I . No. 3 9 7 . 

P B E S T W I C K . A r n a l d . Pais ley Charters . No. 2 . 

S T . Q C I V O X . H u g h Jani tor i s . Pais ley Charters . Page 2 2 7 . 

S Y M I N G T O N . Simon Loccar t . Pais ley Charters . No. 2 . 

T A R B O L T O N . A d a m , son of Gilbert . Memorials of Montgomeries. 
I . Page 1 8 . 

Vassals in Carrick. 

C A E M I C H A E L . J o h n de Gemilston. R . M . S. ( 1 3 0 6 - 1 4 2 4 ) . No. 2 0 . 

D u N D U F E . Wal ter Champenais. Melrose Muniments. 1 . No . 1 9 1 . 

G R E E N A N . Roger de Scalebroc. Melrose Muniments. I . Nos. 3 3 , 3 4 . 

G E E E N A N . H e n r y , son of Thurs ton . Melrose Muniments. I . No. 3 3 . 

G E E E N A N . Roder ick Mao Gillescop. Melrose Muniments. I . No. 3 6 . 
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A s these vassals spread over the shire into their centres of 
authority , they had of necessity to set up residenoe. A fortified 
dwelling was a sine qua non of such a mi l i ta ry system, but i t was 
too early for any castle except the pr imit ive mote-and-bailey type . 
Where then did these rulers l ive ? 

I t is reasonably certain that hiU-top forts, mottes, and orannogs 
provided accommodation for the newcomers. Greenan Castle 
was sited on an old fort.^s " T h e feudal castle of De R o s at 
Dunlop probably occupied the site of a more ancient fort of Celtic 
origin."- ' ' 

On Caerwinning H i U there is a mult ival late fort which has 
kept its old Gaelic name.^s I n D a i l l y par ish is the remnant of a 
huge encampment bearmg the name of Maxwellton.^^ 

Such enclosures, surrounded by a fence or a wa l l called Venclos, 
bore i n L o w l a n d Scots vernacular the name of " t o n . " A y r s h i r e 
has m a n y such, e.g., R i c car ton , Symonton, Eg l inton , Boydston, 
Shewalton, Lambrochton and Galston. 

Mottes were a similar type of fortified structure, as has been 
shown by excavations at the Mote of Urr .^ ' ' 

A y r s h i r e had m a n y of these mottes and wel l -known surv iva ls 
were at D a i r y , B e i t h , L a r g s , Dalmell ington and Ochiltree. 

Crannog-type dwellings were at K i l b i r n i e , Lochlee, B u s t o n and 
Lindston , while Martnaham L o c h was inhabited t i l l the 16th 
centur3 '.28 

T h e naming of such residences shows two modes. T h e o ld 
site-name i n Gaelic could be retained as at Craigie, Caerwinning, 
and Dundonald. A l te rnat ive ly the residence could develop a new-
appellation ending i n the suffix " t o n . " I n such cases the first 
part of the word showed either the proprietor's name, as a t 
Ric car ton , Symonton and Shewalton, or described the location 
as at Bogton, Milton and Br igton . 

ScribaUy aU dwellings of whichever nomenclature were called 
" v i l l s . " L a w r i e ' s Early Charters make this abundantly clear 
w i th references to such places as " v i l l a que vocatur K a r k a r e v i l , " 
" v i l l a m nostram de Pi t tendre ich , " " v i l l a que dicitur N e s b i t , " 

(23) P r e h i s t o r i c M a u in A y r s l i i r e . S m i t h . Page 182. 
(24) Archaeological Collections of A y r a n d W i g t o w n . I V . Page 27 . 
(25) P r e h i s t o r i c M a n in A y r s h i r e . S m i t h . Page 68. 
(26) P r e h i s t o r i c M a n i n A y r s h i r e . S m i t h . Page 206. 
(27) D u m f r i e s a n d Gal loway T r a n s a c t i o n s , 1950-51. Page 167. 
(28) G a v i n Jlos Protocols . Jfo. 649. A p r i l , 1523. 

" T h e pr incipal mansion of M a r t n a i u situated in the l a k e . " • . 



and " villa de Middleham," all of which show a retention of names 
of the old order. I n Ajn-shire we find a similar usage in " villa 
de Are , "29 " viUa de Giffin,"3o and " villa de K i l r a a u r 3 . " 3 i 

Dwelling-names suffixed by " ton " are referred to in the same 
fashion. I n Lawrie we find " villa de Haddington," " villa de 
Sprouston," " villa de L e v i n g " (Levingston), and " viUa Filie 
S a d i n " (Shettleston), while AjTshire has " villa Symonis de 
Kyle , "3 ' - " villa Stephani,"^^ and " villa de Stevvardton,"''* 
which are Symonton, Stevenston and Stewarton. 

T H E O R I G I N OF P A R I S H E S . 

Such vills were residences surrounded by a defined area of 
jurisdiction. Once a viU had been established there was around it 
a specified area of land which came under the authority of the 
lord who held the vOl. Such vills play a dominant part in the 
erection of parishes. 

From the earliest recorded times we find churches attached to 
vills. Lawrie records for the year 1114 A . D . a " villam que vocatur 
Karkarevil et ecclesiam ejusdem villae,"35 and " ecclesia ville 
Thancardi que dicitur Woodkirk."3« Similarly in Ayrshire we 
find " ecclesia de terra mea in Kyle , "^ ' and we know that the 
land referred to was Craigie. 

Not only did each vi l l h-Ave a church but provision had been 
made for its maintenance by the setting aside of lands, pasturage 
and teinds. About 1177 Peter of Pollok gave Mearns K i r k 
to the monks of Paisley " cum terris et decimis, pratis et pascuis 
et omnibus aisiamentis que ad ipsam ecclesiam juste pertinere 
debent."'*** Such alienations of churches prove that the v i l l -
holder considered that the church of his vil l was his property, 
and additional proof of this is seen in such a references as " in 
eadem villa iUam carucatam terrae quam Nicholaus, clericus 
meus, de me habuit et tenuit."^'' 

I t is probable that the civil jurisdiction of each vi l l coincided 
with the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of its church. As a fuller 
parochial organisation was developed the churches of the major vills 
would become parish churches, the status of the lord provicling the 
(29) Charters of Friars I'reachers of Avr. Xo. 7. • .-
(30) Liber do DrylJiirgli. Ho. 220. 
(31) Liber de Calclioii. 1. .\'o. 280. 
(32) Paisley Cliarters. I'age 70. 
(33) Kilwinning Charters. No. 1. 
(34) Paisley Charters. Page 380. 
(35) Early Ch.arters. Lawrie. No. L I I . 
(36) Liber de Calehou. Page 229. 
(37) Paisley Charters. Page 231. 
(38) Paisley Charters. Page 98. 
(39) Karly Charters. Lawrie. No. C C X V l l I . 
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deciding factor. I n an area of many viUs that which held the 
residence of the chief vassal would provide the parochial church, 
the other churches remaining as chapels of this mother church. 
Such an arrangement is seen in " the Church at Dundonald, with 
its chapels of Ricoarton and Crosbie " given to the Gilbertines in 
1208 by Walter Fitz Alan of Dundonald.*" 

There is a possibility that most parishes had this feature of a 
mother-church and subordinate chapels, and references to such a 
system occur at Colmonell*i and Maybole.'- Such a system 
would account for the vast extent of many parishes such as 
Dundonald, which stretches from Kilmarnock to the sea coast at 
Troon. Subdivision of such huge parochial areas would not be 
easy, for the vill-owner would resist loss of jurisdiction and of 
patronage rights. However, in a later process of decentraUsation 
many such chapels did emerge as parish churches, as was the case 
with Riccarton and Crosby, osflfhoots of Dundonald, which attained 
fuU parochial status long before the Reformation.''^ A n 
excellent example of similar subordinate vills rising into 
parishes occurs outside Ayrshire at a place called Wiston, where 
two chapels are elevated into parochial churches. The church 
of Wiston, with its two chapels, one at the " ton " of Robert, 
the other at the " ton " of John, gives rise to the three parishes 
of Wiston, Roberton and Crawford John.** 

The vil l system WAS not possible in all areas. Where a vi l l was 
already established its boundaries became the limits of the parish, 
but where civil jurisdiction had not been define 1 clearly it was 
necessary to create a parochial area by perambulating the " divisas." 
When the Stewart gave to Paisley the church outside the burgh of 
Prestwick, he gave with it an extent of land which was carefully 
demarcated by liis vassal, Donald, son of Ywen, and the boundaries 
thus arrived at were explicitly recorded in a charter together with the 
names of the adjoining proprietors.*" When the monks had built a 
" ton " in their new property the parish took the name of the vi l l and 
became to the scribe " villa monachorum " and to the common 
folk " Monkton."*" This transformation of the church of 
" altera Prestwic " into the parish of Monkton is an ideal example 
of the creation of an Ayrshire parish. The erection of the 
enormous parish of Mauchline under the monks from Melrose is 
not so clearly recorded. Did the Cistercians receive a forested 
waste with no church of any kind in it ? Ear ly at their Mauchline 

(40) Paisley Charters. Page 22. 
(41) Liber Cartaruni Sancte Cruris. I'age 19. 
(42) Carte MoniaUuni de North lierwiek. No. 13. 
(43) In parrochia de Mccarton. Kyle-Stewart. Jl.M.S. (1424-151.i). No. 144. Vear U S l . 

See also Gavin Kos Protocols. No. 528. 1521. 
Parish Church of Crosbie, 152(1. Gavin llos Protocols. No. 42:i. 

(44) Origincs Parochiales Seotlae. 1. Page X X V I I I . 
(45) Paisley Charters. Page 5. 
(4ti) Paisley Charters. Page 410. . , . . . , 
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headquarters the monks set up a church dedicated to St. 
JVIichael.*'' Later this became the baptismal church of all their 
domains.*8 But in between these two events Melrose had purchased 
t)ie teind rights of their Bare Moor from a certain A . . ., who was 
rector of Ballinclog.«' Was Ballinclog a pre-existing church in 
tiiis area ? I f so, where was Ballinclog ? I s it represented to-day 
by Auchencloich or Clogston or Barcleuch ? I f the priest called 
A . . . was indeed the rector of a local church, then the existence 
of a rectory proves that Mauchline area ah'eady had a parish before 
the district was donated to Melrose. 

A further problem is presented by the parish of Kirkmiohael 
in Carrick. I t has been said that this parish emerged from the 
elan territory of Muntercasduf.M Even if this is the case it is 
evident that tlie clan was centred on the vil l of Kirkmichael, so 
that the process of erection is not really exceptional. 

I t is to be noted that parishes evolved in a process of time 
and not in one grand multiple genesis. The shire did not in one 
movement develop all its parishes under some master plan of 
subdivision devised by a planning expert of early feudal times. 
When the need arose a parish was created. Each parish will have 
its own pecuKar origin and history. Some origins are evident 
--Monkton was created for the monks, Ayr originated automatically 
in the erection of the burgli in 1203, a'nd Symonton grew out of 
the vi l l of Simon Loccart. Other beginnings appear completely 
lost, because of missuig records—Dalrymple, J3almellington, 
Cumnock, Coylton and many others are not documented until 
long after the jjrocess of parish formation is complete. 

T H E NAMES OF T H E P A R I S H E S . 

You can divide the parishes of Ayrshire into three groups, 
according to their nomenclature. Group " A " contains names 
prefixed by " ki i ' or " kirk." Group " B " contains names with 
the suffix " ton." Group " G " contains the remainder. 

Cuninghame. 
Group " A." 
Kilbirnie. 
Kilbride. 
Kilmarnock. 
Kilmaurs. 
Kilwinning. 

(47) Munimenta de Melros. I . 1 
(48) Muniijicnta de Mclros I I . 
(49) Munimenta de Melros. 1. 1 
(50) Historical MSS. Coramii-sion V 

Grouj) " B." Group " (7.' 
Pierston. Ardrossan. 
Stevenston. Beith. 
Stewarton. Dairy. 

Dreghorn. 
Dunlop. 
Irvine. 

— L a r g s . 
Loudovm. 

To. 73. 
No. 407. 
To. 22(). 
•. Page 01:i. 
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Group " A." 
None. 

Group " A." 
Kirkbride. 
Kirk-Colmanel. 
Kirkcudbright-Innertig. 
Kirkmichael. 

Kyle. 

Groiip " B." 
Coylton. 
Dalmellington. 
Galston. 
Monkton. 

*Riccarton. 
Symington. 
Tarbolton. 

Carrick. 

Group " B." 
Straiton. 

Group " C . " 
Alloway. 
Auchinleck. 
Ayr . 
Barnweill. 
Craigie. 

*Cro8bie. 
Cumnock. 
Dalrymple. 
Mauchlinc. 
Ochiltree. 
Prestwick. 

Group " C" 
Dailly. 
Girvan. 
Maybole. 
Turnberry. 

* Chapels which developed into parish churches. 

Since parishes grew out of vills it is easy to explain Group " B " 
and Group " C . " Group " A " presents a problem, for the prefix 
" K i l " denotes a church and not a dweUing-place. Kilwinning 
parish obviously took its name from a church dedicated in Celtic 
times to St. Winning. Why was this Celtic dedication carried on 
into the feudal period 1 Does it break the rule that parishes were 
named from vills 1 

To get an adequate explanation of questions raised by these 
" K i l " churches, it is necessary to investigate the church in 
Ayrshire, which was re-organised when feudal parishes were set up. 

What do we know of the pre-feudal church in the shire of Ayr 1 
Most of our knowledge comes from legends, martyrologies and 
archaeological finds. 

Archaeological evidence—not yet fuUy interpreted—gives 
witness of many religious places in the shire. I f Celtic crosses 
indicate ecclesiastical sites, Ayr is not lacking ui examples. I n 
1907 at the renovation of the old graveyard of St. Cuthbert's in 
Girvan " an upper middle portion of a Celtic cross " was uncovered. 
I t is similar to a cross preserved at Durham which is ascribed to 
the year 698.51 

(51) Proceedings of Soc. of Antiquaries (Scot.), 1912-13. Page 174. 



I n 1928, within the grounds of Cambusdoon School, adjoining 
the burial-ground of Alio way K i r k , there was unearthed a slab 
of sandstone bearing a beautiful equal-armed cross, typical of a 
class of monuments found within the sphere of influence of the 
Ninianic Church, which supposes a date of about 450 A . D . 6 2 

I n 1925 a fragment of a tenth-century cross was found at 
Fardenreoch F a r m in Colmonell.''-' 

Kilbirnie churchyard has ancient cross-marked stones.'-* 

About 1928, remnants of an old Celtic cross were retrieved at 
Kirkbride in Carrick.''-'' 

Excavations at the site of the old chapel at Machar-a-Kill, 
near Kilkerran, revealed stones bearing Christian markings.so 

Probably before the agrarian revolution there were many more 
examples, and it is possible that an increased interest in excavation 
may lead to the finding of many more. From such discoveries 
it can safely be inferred that Ayrshire had many sacred places 
before the idea of parochial arrangement had been born. Were 
these holy places churches ? I t would seem so ui many cases, for 
in Bute similar stone crosses can be associated with little stone 
churches called " K i l l s . " 

Burials in stone coiiins may also indicate Christian sites. 
They are not uncommon in the county. A large stone cofSn found 
at F a i l in 1852 is said to belong to mediaeval times,57 although 
stone coffins were in use as early as 687 A . D . * ^ About 1880, 
" human bodies enclosed in coflfins made of flagstones and lying 
at full length with the feet pointing eastward " were found near 
West Kilbride Church."" When excavations were carried out at 
St. John's, Ayr, " a stone coffin and several incised and very 
beautiful slabstones were found, "̂ o The index to Smith's 
Prehistoric Man in Ayrshire contains many references to stone 
coffins, but it is not clear i f they are of Christian type. From 
such memorials in stone we may at least deduce that Ayrshire 
had many pre-feudal churches. 

The same conclusion is offered by a study of place-names in the 
shire. I n every parish in our county appear names bearing a 
dedication to a saint. Too much and too little has been built on 

(52) Arcliaeologlcal Liglit on Early C. Knight, X. l>age 205. 
(53) Society of Antiq. (Scot.), 1825-26. Page 26. 
(54) Arcll. Collections of Ayr and Wigtown. 11. Page 130. 
(55) See. of Antiq. (Scot.), 1927-28. Page 127. 
(56) Arch. Collections of Ayr and Wigtown. I I I . 
(57) Collections of Ayrshire Arch. Society, 1947-49. Page 137. 
(58) Bute in the Olden Times. J . IC. Uewison. 1. Page 189. 
(59) Arch. Collections of Ayr and Wigtown. I I I . Page 60, 
(80) Scottish Eccleslological Society Transactions, 1911-12. Page 335. 

such shaky foundations. The extremist would have nearly every 
saint that came out of Ireland personally building cells in our 
district. The scofiFer dismisses aU such pious activities as mediaeval 
concoctions " as utterly impossible and absurd as the mind of man 
could conceive. I t is not necessary to hold behef in a saint 
personally present to explain churches bearing his name. To dismiss 
the names as absurdities is to go, not only against the traditions and 
legends unchanging for centuries, but against indisputable evidence 
afforded by modern research. The excavations at Chapel-Finnian 
have proved the existence of a small Celtic church,^^ and many 
" k i l " prefixed names in Ayrshire have chapel ruins in thek locality. 
The connexion between a " k i l " dedication and an actual church is 
to be seen in Paisley Charters of the thirteenth century deahng 
with GaeKc areas. I n 1230 appears " illam nummatam de Kilmor 
cum capella Sancte Marie in eadem terra fundata,""' in 1253 
" ecclesiam Sancti Finnani que vulgariter appellatur Kyl inan, '^" 
and in 1269 " Sancti Querani inKentire que Kilkerran appellatur.''«=* 

As a very minimum wo must believe that in many cases such 
" kfl " dedications are indicative of actual churches. So from the 
evidence of stone crosses, coffins and little churches, and of place-
names still existing or recorded in early charters, it can be shown 
that in pre-feudal times Ayrshire had many churches whose names 
were prefixed by " k i l . " 

From evidence of stones and place-names it has been shown that 
Ayrshire had many churches. The following fist is not exhaustive 
nor does it attempt to identify the saints commemorated, but each 
name has been carefully checked :—KUbirnie, Kilbride, Kirkbride, 
Killibenath, Kirkenbreth, Knkcudbright, Kilquohonell, Kilcrene, 
Kilcaffy, Kirkdomine, Kildon, Kildonan, Kilellie, Colennan, 
Kilfeather, Kilfene, Kilgrane, KilgalHoch, Kilgrossan, KUhenzie, 
Kilkerran, Killoch, Killochan, KUmarnock, Kilmaurs, Kirkmichael, 
Kilmannach, Kilmark, Kilmore, Kilmechannache, KU-sanct-Ninian, 
Kylynekelly, Kirkoswald, Kirkpatrick, Kilruskan, Kilhntringan, 
Killumquhan, Kilwinning. 

The organisation of the chapels represented by such names is 
unknown. I t may be that there was a connexion with lona as was 
the case in Galloway, where Holyrood of Edinburgh received 
" ecclesias sive capellas in Galweia que ad jus abbatie de H i i 
Columchille pertinent."*** Whatever the ecclesiastical organisation, 
it was all assimilated into the new format desired by the feudahsers, 
and in the process some, and only some, became parish churches. 
I n such cases the name of the parish was taken from the name of 

(61) Carrick Gallovidian. K . McDowall. Page 51. 
(62) Dumfries and Galloway Transactions, 1949-50. E . Radford. Page 28. 
(63) Paisley Charters. Page 132. 
(64) Ibid. Page 135. 
(65) Ibid. Page 136. 
(66) Liber Cartarum Sancte Crucis. No. 51. 
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t h e c h u r c h a n d n o t frona t h e n a m e o f t h e m a n o r , w h i c h s e e m s a 
b r e a c h o f t h e r u l e t h a t p a r i s h n a m e s d e v e l o p f r o m v i l l s or d w e l l i n g -
p l a c e s . B u t t h e r e m a y be a n e x p l a n a t i o n t o s h o w t h a t t h i s i s n o t t h e 
case . I b e h e v e t h o s e t h a t e m e r g e d a s p a r o c h i a l c e n t r e s d i d so b e c a u s e 
t h e y Mere a t t h e f o c a l p o i n t s o f t h e v U l s o f w h i c h t h e y b e c a m e 
p r i n c i p a l c h u r c h e s , so t h a t the n a m e could refer t o e i ther v i l l o r 
c h u r c h . I f t h e chxu ' ch w a s i n s i d e , or a d j a c e n t t o , t h e f o r t i f i e d 
d w e l l i n g a p a r o c h i a l n a m e b e g i n n i n g w i t h " K i l " i s p o s s i b l e . 

S u c h a c o n t i g u i t y o f r e s i d e n c e a n d c h a p e l i s v e r y p r o b a b l e . 
B e d e , u n d e r t h e y e a r 6 5 1 , d e s c r i b e s h o w B i s h o p A i d a n " w a s i n 
t h e r o y a l v i U n o t f a r f r o m t h e town o f B a m b o r o u g h . . . f o r h a v i n g 
i n t h i s v i l l a c h u r c h a n d a b e d - c h a m b e r , h e h a d b e e n a c c u s t o m e d 
v e r y o f t e n t o t u r n a s i d e a n d s t a y t h e r e a n d t o go o u t i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s 
t o p r e a c h G o d . A n d t h i s h e u s e d t o do a l so i n o t h e r r o y a l v i l l s . " 8 ' ' 

T h e t r a d i t i o n o f S t . M e d a n a u p h o l d s t h i s v i e w , for h e r c h u r c h e s 
w e r e p l a n t e d a t f o r t i f i e d s i t e s s u c h a s D u n d o n a l d a n d S t i r l i n g . 

E a r l y c a s t l e s c o n t i n u e d t h e p r a c t i c e o f h a v i n g a c h a p e l n e a r 
a t h a n d a s c a n be p r o v e d f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g r e f e r e n c e s : — 

1 1 2 7 — " E c c l e s i a s a n c t i C u t h b e r t i j u x t a c a s t e l l u m . " ' ' ^ 
1 1 2 8 — " S t . J o h n ' s C h u r c h i n t h e C a s t l e o f R o x b u r g h . " ™ 
1 1 4 7 ~ " C h a p e l i n t h e C a s t l e o f S t i r l i n g . " ' ? i 
1 2 ( ) 1 — " C a p e l l a S a n c t i C o l u m b e q u e s i t a e s t j u x t a c a s t r u m 

m e u m de S c h e p e h i n c h e . " ^ ^ 

I t m a y be t h a t a l l e a r l y c h u r c h e s w e r e s i t u a t e d close t o a 
f o r t i f i e d h i U . I n m a n y cases m o n a s t i c s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e set w i t h i n 
t h e r a m p a r t s o f a fort , ' '^ a n d c h u r c h e s w e r e o f t e n p o s i t i o n e d n e a r 
t h e s u m m i t s o f h i l l s . " * A t L o c h w i n n o c h i n 1177 t h e r e w a s a 
h i l l - f o r t n e x t t o t h e s i t e of a n o l d c h a p e l . ' ' " I n A y r s h i r e t h e o l d 
c h u r c h o f A r d r o s s a n s t o o d o n t h e c a s t l e h i l l K i l w i n n i n g c h u r c h 
w a s n e a r t o C a e r w i n n i n g F o r t W e s t K i l b r i d e c h u r c h w a s 
" a p a r r o c h i a l k i r k n e a r t o w h i c h a n c i e n t l y w a s t h e r e a s t r o n g 
f o r t . " " * T h u s i f y o u h a v e a h i l l o n w h i c h t h e r e a r e a d w e l l i n g 
a n d a c h u r c h , t h e v i l l m a y be d e s c r i b e d b y t h e c h u r c h a n d m a y 
b e a r a " k i l " n a m e . 

L a n g u a g e f a c t o r s m a y h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e process 
P r e f i x e s s u c h as K i l , K i r k a n d C a e r a r e v e r y s i m i l a r i n s o u n d 

(07) Historia Ecclesiastica. I I I . I . Pages 159-160. ' 
(68) Vita S. Modwenna by Conchubramis. 
(69) Early Charters. J,awrie. L X X X I I . 
(70) Ibid. L X X X I I I . 
(71) Ibid. C L X X X I I . • ; u 
(72) Paisley Charters. Page 120. 
(73) Dumlries and Galloway Transactions, 1948-49. R. Radford. Page 122. , 
(74) Ibid. Page 118. . . 
(75) Paisley Charters. Page 48. 
(76) Cuninghame. Timothy Pont. Page 10. 
(77) Prehistoric Man in Ayrshire. Smith. Page 68. 
(78) Caninghame. Timothy Pont. Page 19. 
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t h e y a r e a p t t o be c o n f u s e d , m a y e v e n become i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e . 
S m i t h s t a t e s t h a t K i r k h i l l P o r t m a y be a c o r r u p t i o n o f C a e r H i l i . ' ^ 
K i l w i n m n g i s n e a r C a e r w i n n i n g . K i r k b r i d e i s o f t e n K i l b r i d e . * * " 
K i l m i c h a e l o f t h e G r e a t S e a l R e g i s t e r o f 1548 i s K i r k m i c h a e l o f 
B a g i n i o n t ' s R o l l , w h i l e l o c a l l y i t i s s t i l l C a r m i c h a e l . I n t h e 
f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y W i l l i a m de K n o k o s w a l d i s a l so de. - j igi iated 
W i U i a m K i r k o s w a l d . ^ i a n d N i c o l K n o k d o U a n i s a lso N i c o l 
K i r k d o l i a n . * 2 T h e s a m e i n t e r c h a n g e a b i l i t y i s s e e n i n t h e 
y i e l d i n g o f t h e o l d C a s t l e D o n a n to t h e m o d e r n Ki ldonan .** - ' 

T o s u m u p , p a r i s h e s w e r e b a s e d u p o n v i l l s . S o m e v i l l s bore t h e 
n e w p r o p r i e t o r ' s n a m e w i t h " t o n " a f f i x e d . O t h e r v i l l s r e t a i n e d 
t h e o l d G a e h c p l a c e n a m e s , s ome o f w h i c h w e r e r e a l l y c h u r c h n a m e s . 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f p a r i s h c h u r c h e s i s i n c o m p l e t e « ' i t h o u t f u r t h e r 
s t u d y o n w h a t h a p p e n e d t o t h e r e m a i n i n g c h a p e l s w h i c h d i d n o t 
a c h i e v e p a r o c h i a l s t a t u s . T h i s h a s , t o m y k n o w l e d g e , n e v e r b e e n 
t h e s u b j e c t o f c a r e f u l r e s e a r c h , so i t i s o n l y poss ib le t o o u t l i n e t h e 
m a i n c h a n g e s . 

T h e s e t t i n g u p o f t h e p a r o c h i a l s y s t e m c a u s e d C e l t i c c h a p e l s 
t o be : — 

(a ) R e t a i n e d a s p a r i s h c h u r c h e s a n d r e b u i l t i n R o m a n e s q u e s t y l e . 

(b) S u p p r e s s e d a n d t h e c h u r c h l a n d s s e c u l a r i s e d . 

(c) S u p p r e s s e d a n d t h e c h u r c h l a n d s g i v e n t o a r e l i g i o u s o r d e r . 

(d) T r a n s f o r m e d i n t o h o s p i t a l s , e t c . 

(e) M a i n t a i n e d a s o u t l y i n g c h a p e l s o f ease . 

E x a m p l e s o f e a c h t y p e a r e e a s i l y f o u n d i n A y r s h i r e . T y p e ( a ) 
w a s t h e p a t t e r n f o r a l l p a r i s h c h u r c h e s . A n e v i d e n t case o f t y p e (6) 
i s a t t h e m a n s i o n o f S t . B r i d e ' s K i r k i n I r v i n e . T h e d o n a t i o a s o f 
K i r k b r i d e i n C a r r i c k t o t h e N o r t h B e r w i c k n u n s , o f S t . B r i d e ' s 
C h a p e l a t Gi f l ien t o D r y b u r g h A b b e y , a n d o f K i l d o n a n i n C a r r i c k 
t o t h e m o n k s o f S a d d e l i a K i n t y r e be l ong t o t h e (c) g r o u p . I t i s 
h a r d t o find i n f o r m a t i o n for g r o u p (d), b u t K i l c a s e a n d S t . L e o n a r d ' s 
s e e m p r o b a b l e e x a m p l e s . M e m b e r s o f t h e l a s t g r o u p m a y be 
m u c h m o r e n u m e r o u s t h a n h a s h i t h e r t o b e e n s u s p e c t e d . 

T h e w h o l e s u b j e c t h a s b e e n n e g l e c t e d a n d r e q u i r e s r e s e a r c h , 
f o r t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e c h u r c h i n S c o t l a n d c a n n e v e r be a d e q u a t e l y 
w r i t t e n u n t i l t h i s b r i d g e - p e r i o d , w h e r e C e l t i c c h u r c h p a s s e d o v e r 
i n t o f e u d a l c h u r c h , h a s b e e n s u f f i c i e n t l y e x p l o r e d . 

(78) Prehistoric Man in Ayrshire. Smith. Page 198. 
(80) Carte Monialium de North ISerwick. No. 2. Page 31. 
(81) R.M.S. (1306-1424). Index. 
(82) R.M.S. (1306-1424). App. I I . , No. 336. 
(83) You find many similar examples in R.M.S., Tvileas(' for Kiiicase. R.M.S. (1424-1515). 

No. 528. Ivirkbrek for Knokbrek. R.M.S. (1580-93). No. 2263. 
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T H E D I O C E S E . 

I n the diocesan organisation set up by the feudahsers all 
parishes were grouped into deaneries. Ayrshire churches were 
allocated to the diocese of Glasgow, and the three deaneries of 
Cuninghame, Ky le and Carrick were based on the old tripartite 
division of the shire. There is much poUtical history underlying 
this arrangement of dioceses. The first " bishopric " m Scotland 
had been at Candida Casa, and the shrine of St. Ninian there was 
the most popular place of pilgrimage in Scotland. Why then did 
Galloway not become the chief bishopric of western Scotland ? 
and why did the shire of Ayr not fall within the see of Whithorn \ 
The answers appear to lie in the political position of Galloway 
at the time when dioceses -sA'ere being created. 

The bishopric set up by St. Ninian had faded, had re-emerged 
as a Northumbrian see from 731 until 802, and had faded again 
during the Viking occupation which lasted ti l l about the begimiing 
of the 12th century. 

During this last period the Canmore dynasty had been intent 
on the business of making Scotland into a feudal kingdom, and 
as yet Galloway remained independent and resistant. 

The Scots kings were engaged in a grim contest with England for 
jurisdiction of the debatable border areas. No less grim was the 
struggle with the papacy, for the Roman pontiff was hard to 
convince that Scotland M-as an independent unit, and in 1119 had 
demonstrated his belief by declaring that all the Scottish bishops 
were suffragans of York.s* The dioceses erected by King David 
showed a " concurrence of pious and political ends."*^ When 
he revived the ancient non-feudal diocese of Glasgow—supposedly 
based on the old Cumbrian kingdom—it is probable that he 
intended it as an ecclesiastical bulwark against English claims, 
and in this he was abetted ably by Bishop John. 

Meanwhile Galloway deliberately remained apart. The old 
Northumbrian see was revived and the first prelate of the new 
succession was instructed by Pope Honorius to seek consecration 
from the Archbishop of York. He was thus consecrated about 
1128. I t was evident that Galloway did not consider itself part of 
Scotland and when m 1155 Pope Adrian I V . ordered all the Scots 
bishops to accept Archbishop Roger of York as their metropolitan. 
Galloway alone obeyed the mandate.̂ ** I t would have been 
political folly to add deaneries to this pro-English diocese, and so 
when Carrick was created an earldom in 1186 it was allied to the 

; (84) K a i n e ' s Y o r k . I I I . Pages 40 -41 . 
(86) T h e Scott ish B u r g h s . W . M a c k a y Mackenzie . Page 5D . 
(86) H a d d a n a n d S t u b b s . (Jouncils. I I . Pages 231-232. 
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shire of Ayr and became a deanery in the diocese of Glasgow. 
I n 1188 Pope Clement decided that Scotland, now a kingdom, 
should have its national church free from English domination.*'' 
I n 1225 Pope Honorius gave the Scots church the right to hold 
its own provincial councils, so that now Scotland had a fully 
independent national church. 

But Galloway stayed outside the fold, considering itself as under 
English ecclesiastical jurisdiction and having its bishops consecrated 
at York until 1355. Increasing Papal centrahsation, and the 
Great Schism of 1378-1418, helped to break this Anghc connexion 
" and there is no evidence that any bishop after Michael (1355-59) 
gave formal obedience to York."** 

Gradually Galloway diocese came under Scottish control and in 
1472, when St. Andrews was created an archbishopric, Whithorn 
was included in its province. Finally, in 1492, the see of Glasgow 
attained archiepiscopal rank and Whithorn was transferred to its 
jurisdiction. 

The struggle outlined above had a marked effect on the 
ecclesiastical development of Ayrshire. 'The county was attached 
to the cathedral of Glasgow ; many Ayrshire church revenues went 
towards the maintenance of i t ; many Ayrshire priests played a 
prominent part i n the Glasgow chapter ; and many Ayrshire 
donations went to the foundation of altars in Glasgow's major 
church. 

On the otlier hand the bishopric of Candida Casa played a minor 
part in the religious history of the county. There was only one 
major donation to it , the parish of Kirkmichael.*^ Indeed, the 
existence of Galloway diocese can be ignored in Ayrshire history 
until the days of the Chapel Royal of Stirling. 

The diocese of Glasgow, Avhich contained Ayrshire, was of 
enormous extent. For purposes of jurisdiction it was subdivided 
into two archdeaconries containing rural deaneries arranged in the 
following manner :— 

Archdeaconry of Glasgow Proper. 

Rural Deanery of Rutherglen. t; 
, » „ Lennox. 

„ „ „ Lanark. 
„ Ky le . 

: i . i .:> , " " Cuninghame. ., ,\n 
i ; : , - , ; „ ,, Carrick. 

(87) B e n e d i c t of Petevliorongh. 11 . Pages 234-235. 
(88) Dumfr ies a n d G a l l o w a y T r a n s a c t i o n s , 1948-49. G o n i o n D o n a l d s o n . P a g e 133 M 

(89) i l . M . S . (1306-1424). No . 20. -l 
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Archdeaconry ol Teviotdale. 

Rural Deanery of Teviotdale. 
„ ,, Peebles. 

„ „ „ Nithsdale. 
„ „ ,, Annandale."'' 

I t will be noted that the allocation of deaneries took cognisance 
of the three subdivisions of Ayrshire, Kyle , Carrick and Cuninghame. 
I t is common practice among Ayrshire's historians to allocate only 
two deaneries to the shire, and to combine Kyle and Cuninghamc. 
This seems to be a mistake and may arise from an entry in the 
Glasgow Registers on page Ixx i , where Kyle and Cuninghame are 
shown together for purposes of taxation. Cosmo Innes repeats the 
combination in Scotland in the Middle Ages, and local historians 
follow suit. 

But a careful study of appropriate charters will reveal three 
separate deaneries. A document of 1342 shows compts for the 
deaneries. I t separates Carrick (£28 16/-), Cuninghame (£65 17s 4d) 
and Kyle (£16 18s 8d).«i 

A Crossraguel charter of 1547 shows a similar separation of the 
deaneries and lists the deans :— 

Dean of Ky le John Layng. 

Dean of Carrick John Campbell. 

Dean of Cuninghame Lambert Blair."-

From such evidence it seems obvious that the ecclesiastical 
organisation did follow the ancient tripartite division of the shire. 

O 0 0 

ADDENDUM. 

For further study of parochial origins reference maj^ be 
necessary to similar findings outwith the shire of Ayr . Many 
investigations have been going on in various parts of Scotland, 
and the conclusions arrived at thereby confirm the finding of the 
above essay. 

Two examples may help to illustrate this. R . C. Reid, writing 
of Minigaff, says :—" Here we find both church and fortress on the 
(90) Scotland in the Middle Ages. Cosmo Innes. Page 30. 
(91) lleg. Ep . tilasg. No. 288. 
(92) Crossraguel Charters. I . Pages 109-112. . - •• 
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summit of a hill and the village below. Here, too, we have the true 
parochial origins of Norman times. WitJiin one hundred j^ards of 
this ruin is a mote, the sure hall-mark of the Norman" settler. 
Close to it, sheltering as it were in its strength, wo would expect 
its occupant to have a chapel, rude and simple perhaps, but yet the 
rudimentary beginnings of what was later to be founded and 
endowed by him or his descendants as a parish church. For sucli 
were our parochial origins.'"'J^ 

Dr. W. D. Simpson finds the same phenomenon at Mortham 
in East Lothian. " Here we have a distinct case, as at CouU, of a 
parish formed out of the manor of an immigrant Norman baron, 
its castle and church standing side by side as the civil and 
ecclesiastical centre of tlie parisli.'""^ 

(O'.i) Dumfries and Galloway Transactions, 1924-25. Page 240. 
(94) Proe. of Society of Antiquaries (Scot.), 1923-24. Page 370. 
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