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his own goods and with the offerings of Christ's faithful, to 
repair, endow and preserve the hospital or chapel of St. 
Leonard, near the burgh of Ayr, which is at present ruinous and 
endowed with rents so poor that the poor cannot be received 
and maintained there as was customary. He has already begun 
and supplicates that the Pope would grant a relaxation of seven 
years and as many quarantines of enjoined penance to all and 
sundry of Christ's faithful of both sexes who visit the said 
hospital on the Friday of St. Leonard, its patron, and on other 
feastdays, wont tu be given by chancery, and who stretch out 
helping hands. 

Scottish Supplications to Rome, 1423-28, p. 105. 

John Gray was an important cleric and doctor. He held 
the archcleanory of Whithorn, the prebend of Ashkirk, the 
prebend of Le Mans, and the prebencl of St. Martin of Tours 

(Scottish Supplications to Rome, 1423-28, I, p. 211 ; II, p. 91). 
In 1425 he was royal ambassador to King Charles of France, 
and he had been on an embassy to Rome in 1412 (Ibid, II, 
p. 91, and &cchequer Rolls, IV, p. 163). Although a priest 

he had permission to practise and teach medicine (Scottish
8iipplications to Rome, 1423-28, II, p. 108). There is the
possibility that he was a. native of Ayr since a John Gray,
cleric, of Ayr, appears in 1427 (McFarlane's Collections, II,
p. 3�7).

47. 1442, June 7th.

Charter of James II relating to the hospital of St. Leonard
and the lands of Colinhatrig. James, by the grace of Goel King 
of Scots, to all honest men who see these present letters 
greetings. For certa.in reasonable causes we and the reverend 
father in Christ, John, bishop of Glasgow, have decreed that the 
union of the hospital of the bleased Leonard in the shire of Ayr 
and the lands of Colinhatrig, given in alms, in the shire of 
Dumfries, made by the late Robert, duke of Albany, Governor of 
Scotland, and the reverend father, William, bishop of Glasgow, 
is now dissolved. The gift of the said hospital to us and to our 
successors, and the said lands of Colinhatrig to the said bishop 
and his successors-as they were before the said union-shall 
remain free and revert, notwithstanding the aforesaid union, 
which we have dissolved, broken and by these present letters 
annulled ... 

Given under our great seal at Edinburgh on June 7th, 1442. 

Registrum Ep·iscopatus Glasguensis, No. 34 7. 
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48. 1506, May 25th.

Letter of gift of the hospital of St. Leonard's of Doonslee, 
next the burgh of Ayr, made to Sir David Auchterlonie, chaplain, 
vacant by the demission of Sir Florence Auchinleck, last chaplain 
and possessor of the same. 

R.S.S., I, No. 1266. 

Sil Florence Auchinleck is the first recorded chaplain of 
St. Leona-rd'.,. He is probably a member of the family of 
Auchinleck of Auchinleck, since in 1492 he acts as procurator 
for Sir John Auchinleok of that Ilk (Acts of the Lords of 
Council, p. 292). The priest who was to succeed him was an 
Auchte1lonie, which family was related to the Auchinlecks 
since Alexander Auchterlonie of that Ilk was married to 
Jonet Auchinleck. 

49. 1511, November 29th.

Letter to Sir George Blair anent the chaplaincy or hospital 
of St. Leonard, situated next the burgh of Ayr, vacant by the 
death of the late Florentine Auchinleck, last chaplain, master 
and possessor of the same. The hospital is at the gift of the 
king "pleno jure," and is to be held by the said Sil· George Blair 
for all the days of his life, with all and sundry its lands and 
possessions. He is to take upon himself the burdens and service 
use and wont of the said chaplaincy or hospital according to the 
terms of its foundation. Included is a mandafo to the sheriff 
of Ayr to induct Sir George into possession of the said chaplaincy 
or hospital and its lands. 

R.S.S., I, No. 2339. 

There are several priests of the name, Sil· George Blair, 
at this period; e.g., notary in Ayr in 1505 (Charters of the 
Friars Preachers of Ayr, No. 48); vicar of Dailly in 1617 
(Registrum Episcopatus Glasguensis, No. 493) ; parish-clerk 
of Ayr in 1528 (Protocol Book of Gavin Ros, No. 923). 

50. 1529, September 28th.

Letter to Mr. William Hamilton anent the gift of the chaplaincy 
founded within the chapel of St. Leonard's in the territory and 
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