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E d i t o r i a l 

IT seemed to the Committee of the Ayrshire Archaeological and 
Natural History Society that it could most fittingly join in 
the commemoration of the Bi-centenary of the birth of 

Robert Burns by issuing a special publication whose subject would 
be the Ayrshire in which the Poet was born and grew up. The 
present writer was entrusted with the responsibility of supervising 
the project, and this volume and its accompanying set of maps 
is the product of a co-operative effort. 

Armstrongs' Map of Ayrshire, first published while Robert 
Burns was a young lad at Mount Oliphant trying his prentice 
hand at poetry, is of absorbing interest. I t shows many of the 
places with which Burns was associated, and other fascinating 
details of Ayrshire at that time. The companion volume provides 
a handbook of information relating to the persons and places of 
Burns's Ayrshire. 

The late 18th century in AjTshire was a period of special 
importance. I t was a time of great social change, when the auld 
Ayrshire which had continued for centuries was being rapidly 
transformed into the modern Ayrshire we know to-day. I t was 
a time when all kinds of interesting developments were afoot and 
were being remarked upon. I t was the time when Ayrshne 
produced not only Robert Burns but a series of other celebrated 
sons—John Gait the novelist, James Boswell the biographer, 
William Murdoch the inventor, and John Loudon McAdam the 
roadmaker. Ayrshire at the time of Burns is thus of interest to 
historian, sociologist, and Burnsian alike. 

To those who use this volume in search of information about 
some particular person or place may we advise that references 
may appear in several different parts of the book. To supplement 
the Index of Persons, the Gazetteer can be used as an Index of 
Places. For those who browse through the pages of the book 
and glance over the sheets of the map, there is to be found what 
Burns's contemporaries would have termed ' much curious 
intelligence.' 

' ': - ' JoTis STRAWSOSN, Editor. 



A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s 

T H E Committee of the Society desires to record its indebtedness 
to the many persons and bodies who have co-operated in 
producing this commemorative publication. 

Professor De Lancey Ferguson for permission to reprint the 
Chronology of Burns's Life from his Pride and Passion, Oxford 
University Press, New York, 1939 ; the Scottish History Society 
for permission to reprint extracts from Mitchell's ' Memories,' 
which appeared in their Miscellany, 1939 ; to Sir James Fergusson, 
Bart. , Keeper of the Records of Scotland, for contributions to 
the Directory and for much helpful information and advice ; to J . H . 
G. Lebon, Professor of Geography, Khartoum University, to Mrs. 
Lebon, and to the London School of Economic and Political Science, 
for permission and assistance in reprinting the article from 
London Essays in Geography, edited by Stamp and Woolridge, 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1951 ; to Thomas Limond, C.A., Town 
Chamberlain of A \ T , A . L . Taylor, M.A., D.Iiitt. , Thomas Hamilton,' 
M.A., and David Murison, M.A., B.A., Editor of the Scottish National 
Dictionary, for their articles ; to the various librarians listed on 
page 233 who assisted the Editor, in particular R . A. Skelton, E.S.A. , 
F.R.Hist .S. , Superintendent of the Map Room, British Museum; 
and, of course, to James W. Forsyth, F . L . A . , F.S.A.Scot., and his 
Staff in the Carnegie Library, Ayr, who have helped in many ways. 

The Editor, Dr. John Strawhorn, compiled the Chronology of 
Contemporary Events, selected the extracts dealing with Burns's 
Ayrshire, contributed to the Directory, compiled the list of AjTshire 
Associates, the Gazetteer, the introduction to Armstrongs' Map, 
and prepared the bibliography and index. 

The Royal Scottish Geographical Society requires special 
thanks for permission to use their set of Armstrongs' Map of Ayrshire 
as the basis of our reproductions ; we note also the help given by 
their Secretary, Squadron-Leader B . D. K . Robertson; and 
express our appreciation of the fine work of Messrs. John 
Bartholomew & Son, Ltd . , Edinburgh, who reproduced the maps. 

To Stephen Hunter, D.A., Supervisor of Art for the County 
of Ayr, we are indebted for devising Figure 12 ; for preparing 
also Figures 11, 13 and 14 ; and for producing the attractive 
jacket. The Frontispiece is reproduced by courtesy of the Burns 
Monument Trustees. 

The printing of this book was by the Kilmarnock Standard, 
Ltd . , and Mr. D. S. Cameron and his Staff require commendation 
for their good work in completing the job in the limited time that 
was available, and doing so in such a satisfactory manner. 

I n the work of preparation, checking, and distribution, the 
Editor was ably guided and assisted by an Editorial Committee, 
to all members of which he owes many thanks. 

The decision to produce this commemorative issue was taken 
by the Committee of the Society despite the fact that the heavy 
expense might impose a severe strain on the Society's finances. 
That strain has been relieved by various bodies who generously 
agreed to subscribe for copies—the Burns Federation; the 
Burns Monument Trustees ; the Edinburgh-Ayrshire Society; 
the Ayrshire Educational T r u s t ; and Messrs. W. & R . Holmes, 
Ltd . , Glasgow, who took over the responsibility of general sales. 
Thanks to their support Ayrshire at the Time of Burns, 
originally planned for distribution only to members of our Society, 
will now reach a wider public, who we feel sure will find i t something 
worth possessing. 
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