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(Continued from page 201.) 

Bolls. 
(R) Rober t Moore for a 5 merkland 

formerly rentalled b y W m 
G r a h a m 

J o h n McFadzean for a 2 merk land 
( R ) Rober t Moore for a 3 merk land 

James N e i l l for a 2 merk land 
James Fergusson for a 2 merk land 
James Hunte r for a 1 | merk land . . 

( R ) Rober t Moore for a 3 merkland. . 

7 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 

Pecks Fir lots. 

8 

103 10 

L iqu ida t ion at £8 Scots per boll , equals—£829 7s 6d Scots. 

Note.—In addition to the R e n t a l there were the D r y Multures 
a t the rate of £1 16s 8d Scots per merk land wh ich yielded £146 13s 4d 
per annum. 
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The Enclosure of the Town's 
Common of Ayr 

B Y THOMAS LIMOND, C.A. 

T h e sport of horse-racing was probably the immediate cause 
of the enclosure of the T o w n ' s Common of A y r ; tha t and the 
dr ive and in i t ia t ive of J o h n Bal lan t ine of Cast lehil l , the Provos t 
of the day . 

I n 1770 the T o w n Council was approached by a committee 
of local " noblemen " comprising " the Stewards of the R a c e s , " 
w i t h a suggestion tha t they should be granted leave to form a 
racecourse on the Common to the south of the T o w n . T o this 
the T o w n Council agreed and s t i l l comparat ively weal thy from 
the proceeds of the feuing of the B a r o n y L a n d s voted a sum of 
£50 stg. towards the cost. ^ P r io r to th is date horse races had 
been r u n " on the sands," but i t is uncer ta in whether this 
expression referred to the shore between high and low water m a r k 
or to tha t section of the Common now known as the L o w Green. 
So far as i s k n o w n there are no wr i t ten records. 

T h e racecoLuse was popular and i n J a n u a r y 1787 the T o w n 
Council approved a Minute of a Meeting held on the 18th of the 
month between the Senior Ba i l i e , J o h n Murdoch, the D e a n of 
GuUd, J o h n Bal lan t ine and Councillor H u g h Hami l t on on the 
one par t and a number of noblemen and gentlemen representing 
those interested i n the race meetings on the other. T h i s Minute 
was to the effect tha t the jo int committee having inspected the 
Common were of opinion tha t a s tand or viewhouse should be 
bui l t on the Common on the west side of the road from A y r to 
the New Bridge of Doon^ on the south side of the entry to the 
new house belonging to Colonel McKenz ie . (Th i s house occupied 
the site of the present Seafield Hospital . ) 

T h e T o w n Council contributed T e n guineas stg. toward the 
cost and made a number of conditions including one by wh ich 
the house would rever t to the T o w n along w i t h the site i f racing 
were ever abandoned.* Opportunity was also taken to put on 

1. Town CouncU Minute, 31/10/1770. 
2. The New Bridge was built by the Earl ol CassiUis in 1772. 
3. The viewhouse reverted to the Town in 1907, when the Western Meeting removed to the 

new Racecourse. 
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r e c o r d t h a t t h e r a c e c o u r s e o n t h e C o m m o n w a s t o r e m a i n t h e r e 
o n l y a t t h e T o w n C o u n c i l ' s p l e a s u r e . R a c i n g w o u l d b e h e l d t o 
c o n t i n u e so l o n g a s t h e r e w a s r u n a n n u a l l y a s u b s c r i p t i o n r a c e 
o f £ 5 0 s t g . or a K i n g ' s P l a t e . * 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e s a m e c o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o u n c i l g a v e 
a s t h e i r o p i n i o n t h a t t h e C o m m o n i n s i d e t h e r a c e c o u r s e s h o u l d 
b e e n c l o s e d b y a d r y - s t a n e d y k e a n d t h a t t h e w h i n s s h o u l d b e 
r o o t e d o u t . T h e o p i n i o n w a s r e c e i v e d f a v o u r a b l y b y t h e T o w n 
C o u n c i l a n d i n s t r u c t i o n s w e r e g i v e n t o a d v e r t i s e f o r a c o n t r a c t o r 
t o b u i l d t h e d y k e . 

N o t h i n g m o r e i s h e a r d o f t h e p r o j e c t u n t i l 2 n d A p r i l 1 7 8 8 , 
w h e n i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t a d y k e o f s t o n e a n d l i m e s h o u l d b e 
b u i l t r o u n d t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e r a c e c o u r s e . A l r e a d y p a r t o f t h e 
p e r i m e t e r h a d b e e n e n c l o s e d b y t h e b o u n d a r y d y k e s o f t h e e n c l o s u r e s 
t o t h e s o u t h — B r i d g e h o u s e a n d S l a p h o u s e — a l t h o u g h p a r t o f t h e s e 
w e r e s t i l l t o be c o m p l e t e d . T h e s e d y k e s r a n f r o m t h e h i g h r o a d 
a t B r i d g e h o u s e b y t h e s o u t h a n d e a s t a s f a r r o u n d a s D a l r y m p l e ' s 
M e a d o w . T h e T o w n C o u n c i l t h e r e f o r e r e s o l v e d t o b u i l d a d y k e 
f r o m B r i d g e h o u s e a l o n g t h e w e s t e r n b o u n d a r y , i.e., t h e l i n e o f 
t h e h i g h r o a d a n d t h e n e a s t w a r d t o j o i n u p w i t h t h e n o r t h e r n 
e n d o f t h e e a s t e r n b o u n d a r y d y k e a t D a l r y m p l e ' s M e a d o w . T o 
d e f r a y t h e e x p e n s e t h e C o u n c i l r e s o l v e d t o s e l l o f f c e r t a i n o d d 
p ieces o f l a n d , v i z . : — 

(1) A s t r i p e o f g r o u n d a l o n g s i d e t h e h i g h r o a d t o t h e s o u t h 
o f t h e G r a n d S t a n d , e x c e p t i n g a p a r t t h e r e o f r e s e r v e d 

. . . i < « i ' f o r c a r r i a g e s a n d t e n t s a t t h e t i m e o f t h e r a c e s . 
• E x t e n t h a l f - a n - a c r e . 

, { ; ' , (2 ) T h e w e s t ( s o u t h - w e s t ) c o r n e r a d j o i n i n g B r i d g e h o u s e . 
E x t e n t u p w a r d s o f t w o a c r e s . 

(3 ) T h e c o r n e r n e a r S a i n t L e o n a r d ' s C h a p e l . E x t e n t 
t h r e e r o o d s . 

(4 ) T h e s t r i p e o f g r o u n d o n t h e e a s t s ide o f t h e r o a d f r o m 
t h e T o w n h e a d t o t h e O l d B r i d g e o f D o o n . E x t e n t 
a b o u t f o u r a c r e s . 

(5 ) T h e C o m m o n I s l e , i.e., a p i e ce o f g r o u n d b e t w e e n 
' ' p r e s e n t - d a y S e a f i e l d a n d C u n n i n g P a r k . 

D e t a i l s o f t h e sa l es a r e g i v e n b e l o w . 

A s t h e r o a d s p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e C o m m o n w o u l d be s t o p p e d 
u p b y t h e d y k e s i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t a n e w r o a d w o u l d be m a d e 

i. Town Council Minute, 21/2/1772. 
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t o r u n f r o m B l a c k b u r n a l o n g t h e n o r t h a n d e a s t b o u n d a r i e s o f 
t h e e n c l o s u r e u n t i l n e a r S t . L e o n a r d ' s C h a p e l i t j o i n e d t h e w r a c k 
r o a d w h i c h r a n a l o n g t h e b o u n d a r y o f L a d y C r a w f o r d ' s L a n d s 
( S l a p h o u s e ) . 

T h i s w r a c k r o a d w a s one w h i c h t r a v e r s e d t h e C o m m o n a n d 
j o i n e d u p w i t h t h e h i g h r o a d t o t h e O l d B r i d g e o f D o o n . T h e 
h n e o f t h e p r o p o s e d n e w r o a d w a s , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t o f t h e p r e s e n t 
R a c e c o u r s e V i e w , t h e o l d w r a c k r o a d r u n n i n g a l o n g w h a t i s n o w 
C h a p e l P a r k R o a d . 

T h e a r e a t o b e e n c l o s e d w o u l d a m o u n t t o F i f t y a c r e s S c o t s 
m e a s u r e , i.e.. S i x t y - t h r e e I m p e r i a l a c r e s , a n d w h e n i t w a s c l e a r e d 
o f w h i n s a n d t h e g r o u n d " i m p r o v e d " i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
T o w n C o u n c i l ' s d i r e c t i o n s i t w o u l d m a k e a n e x c e l l e n t p a s t u r e f o r 
t h e T o w n ' s m i l k - k y e , f o r e a c h o f w h i c h t h e r e w o u l d be p a i d a 
r e a s o n a b l e g r a s s m a i l t o t h e T o w n . ^ 

N e w s o f t h e C o u n c i l ' s i n t e n t i o n w a s s o o n c u r r e n t , a n d i t i s 
n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t o n 1 6 t h A p r i l a l e t t e r w a s r e c e i v e d f r o m 
W m . S t e w a r t , C o n v e n e r o f t h e T r a d e s o f A y r , e n q u i r i n g a s t o 
" t h e m o t i v e s o f t h e M a g i s t r a t e s i n d i s p o s i n g o f a n y p a r t " o f t h e 
C o m m o n . T h e T o w n C o u n c i l a r r a n g e d t o e x h i b i t t h e M i n u t e o f 
t h e m e e t i n g a t w h i c h t h e d e c i s i o n s w e r e t a k e n a n d t h i s a p p a r e n t l y 
a l l a y e d t h e f e a r s o f t h e T r a d e s . * 

O n 7 t h M a y 1788 , A l e x a n d e r S t e v e n s , w h o w a s i n t h e p r o c e s s 
o f b u i l d i n g t h e first N e w B r i d g e o v e r t h e A y r , t e n d e r e d a n 
e s t i m a t e f o r " a d y k e o f five f ee t h i g h " t o be b u i l t o f s t one a n d 
l i m e , a n d h i s t e n d e r w a s a c c e p t e d . T h e w o r k w a s p u t i n h a n d 
a t once . 

I n d u e c o u r s e t h e d y k e w a s c o m p l e t e d b u t n o f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e 
i s f o u n d i n t h e C o u n c i l M i n u t e B o o k u n t i l l a t e i n 1 7 9 1 , w h e n 
W i l l i a m D u n n , a V i n t n e r i n A y r , o f f e red t o t a k e a l e a s e o f t h e 
e n c l o s e d C o m m o n . T h e C o u n c i l g a v e t h e m a t t e r t h e i r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
b u t d e c i d e d t h a t w h i l e a t a c k w a s d e s i r a b l e , i t s h o u l d be a d v e r t i s e d 
so a s t o g i v e a l l t h e t o w n s p e o p l e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o o f f e r . ' T h e 
s u c c e s s f u l o f ferers w e r e t h e C o r p o r a t e T r a d e s o f A y r w h o o b t a i n e d 
a five y e a r s l e a s e , t h e first y e a r f r e e o f r e n t a n d t h e r e m a i n i n g 
f o u r y e a r s a t 1 0 / - p e r a c r e . T h e t e r m s o f t h e l e a s e a r e i n t e r e s t i n g 
a n d w o r t h r e l a t i n g i n d e t a i l : — * 

1s t Y e a r o f L e a s e R e n t F r e e . 

2 n d t o 5 t h Y e a r R e n t 1 0 / - S t g . p e r a c r e . 

5. Town Council Minute, 2/4/1788. 
6. Town Council Minute, 16/4/1788. 
7. Town Council Minute, 21/12/1791. 
8. Town Council Minute, 1/2/1792. , . .-itf 
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T h e T a c k s m e n were obliged during the f irst a n a second years 
of the lease to reduce the surface of the l a n d into a n even a n d 
regular state fit for ploughing, b y digging a w a y the heights a n d 
filUng i n the hol lows. 

T h e rotation of crops was to be one crop of potatoes, two crops 
of oats, and one crop of bier. I n the fourth year there was to be 
sown alone w i t h the bier three bushels of r y e grass, m t h s ix pounds 
of red clover a n d three pounds of white clover per acre. Also 
the l a n d was to be manured w i t h s i x t y " sufficient carts of dung " 
per acre. 

I n the fifth and last year of the lease the grass crop was to be 
cut only once a n d thereafter grazed u n t i l Mart inmas w h e n the 
lease expired. 

T h e hil ls i n the south a n d south-west of the enclosure were 
reserved to the T o w n Counci l for plant ing or otherwise as they 
saw fit, and the race- track was reserved for the races as i n t ime 
past . N o carts were permit ted on the race - t rack . 

Cat t le were excluded f r o m the pasture u n t i l after the harvest 
a n d persons either on foot or on horseback were forbidden to 
trespass among the crops. T h e r ight of work ing coal was reserved 
to the T o w n Counci l subject to compensation for surface damage. 
T h e T o w n undertook to l a y a m a i n d r a i n through the l a n d for 
carry ing off water . 

W i t h the enclosure of the Racecourse the south-west p a r t of 
the B u r r o w f i e l d took on i t s modern shape. A s a lready mentioned, 
the southern boundary of the enclosure marched w i t h the lands 
of Bridgehouse a n d Slaphouse, w h i c h i n t u r n h a d the Curteean 
B u r n as their southern boundary. South of that , again, l a y 
the Netherton of A l i o w a y w h i c h h a d been feued off i n lots i n 1754. 
Be tween Bridgehouse a n d the Racecourse d y k e was the s m a l l 
parcel of 2 acres feued to Rober t A i k e n . O n this site was bui l t 
a cottage w h i c h i n later years was occupied b y the Misses Begg, 
nieces of R o b e r t B u r n s . Slaphouse s t i l l stands, but both 
Bridgehouse a n d the cottage have been demolished. 

T h e l a n d nor th of the Racecourse was p a r t l y enclosed. W e 
k n o w of W i n d y h a l l , D a l r y m p l e ' s Meadow, a n d other enclosures. 
A l though the T o w n h a d started to e x p a n d southwards there was 
a f a i r l y extensive area between the Racecourse a n d the enclosure 
of B a r n s , the southern boundary of w h i c h was approx imate ly 
the modern Mil ler R o a d . T h e Minute of 2nd A p r i l , 1788, refers 
to twenty-seven acres . . . w h i c h should be enclosed i n two lots 
. . . t h a t between the Common a n d J o h n Campbel l ' s house for 
pasture a n d . . . between Campbell 's house and B a r n s for cu l t iva t ion . 

T h e distance between the boundaries of the Common a n d tha t 
of B a r n s was a p p r o x i m a t e l y one thousand y a r d s . T h e depth of 
these lots would , therefore, be about 170 to 200 yeards, depending 
on the area enclosed w i t h J o h n Campbel l ' s house. ( T h e 
twenty-seven acres referred to w o u l d equal th i r ty- three imper ia l 
acres.) 

I t is not k n o w n whether this p l a n was carr ied out. I t might 
w e l l be tha t the lands i n question w h i c h included the M i d Sands 
were feued off i n lots to indiv iduals . Cer ta in ly they became the 
sites of the mansions i n Racecourse R o a d during the fol lowing 
century. 

I t -will be recalled t h a t "' the stripe of l a n d " on the east side 
of the h igh road to the O l d Br idge of Doon was one of the areas 
w h i c h was sold to meet the cost of the new d y k e . T h e " stripe " 
extended to 4 acres Scots or about 5 acres imper ia l , but 
unfortunately the length of the stripe is not mentioned. I t is 
thought tha t i t would be about 800 yar d s . I f this is correct i t 
would be about 30 y a r d s i n depth. 

W h a t is of more interest , however, is t h a t th is stripe marched 
w i t h the west boundary of the lands of Cast lehi l l a n d Craus land, 
a n d , needless to say, i t was purchased b y the proprietor of these 
lands. Provost J o h n B a l lan t in e . T h e sale of th is l a n d w o u l d 
interfere w i t h the horse m ar ke t a n d plans were made to acquire 
a n a l ternat ive site f r o m P a t r i c k McNeight of B a r n s . Provost 
B a l l a n t i n e , however, offered p a r t of " h is p a r k " as a n a l ternat ive 
a n d th is was accepted. T h e va lue of this piece of ground a n d 
tha t of another piece of 3 roods at the washing green w h i c h the 
T o w n also accepted f r o m the Provos t were set off against the 
price offered for the stripe, i.e., £200—and presumably the bargain 
pleased a l l concerned. T h e Provost ' s " P a r k " became Beresford 
P a r k a n d the 3 roods at the washing green w o u l d later become 
par t of Wel l ington Square . 

I n the article on the R o u p of the B a r o n y of A l l o w a y , i t is 
stated t h a t the year 1754 m a r k e d the beginning of the modern 
B u r g h . I n the ensuing fo r ty years , i.e., dur ing the l i fe-t ime of 
Rober t B u r n s , this modernisation gathered impetus a n d b y the 
t ime of the Poet 's death the T o w n was poised on the threshold of 
impor tant developments w h i c h h a d been made possible b y the 
far-sightedness of the men w h o m the A u l d B r i g described so 
scathingly as " three-parts made b y tailors a n d b y barbers . " 
Of these J o h n B a l l a n t i n e was a w o r t h y leader a n d there is no 
doubt tha t modern A y r owes m u c h to h i m . 

W i t h o u t his new Br idge the T o w n would have strangled a n d 
without i ts Old Racecourse i t is questionable i f i t would have 

> 
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developed as i t did. Certainly the town houses of the gentry 
would not have graced the Miller Road area without the rendevouz 
of fashion that the Western Meeting provided, and certainly the 
beautiful development of the southern outskirts could not have 
taken place without the Roup of the Barony lands. 

The speed of these developments was remarkable, and it is 
rather amazing to think that within a life-time Burns's expression 
of affection " Auld Ayr " had become true in fact. The Town 
of his boyhood memories had become literally a thing of the past. 

Details of the Roup of the Town's Common as reported 
to a Meeting of Town Council held on 12th May 1788. 

' Price Feu-
Lot. Extent. Per Acre. Realised. Duty. 

1. Stripe of Land on West 
side of high road to 
New Bridge of Doon | acre. — — — 

2. Common Isle — — £125 stg. 5/-

3. Corner at Bridgehouse 2 acres. £25 stg. £50 stg. 2/-

4. Corner at St. Leonard's 
Chapel 3 acres. £40 stg. £30 stg. 1/ - ^ 

5. Stripe of Land on East 
side of high road to 
Old Bridge of Doon 4 acres. £50 stg. £200 stg. 5/-

£405 stg. 13/-

No reference is made to the sale of Lot No. 1. I t lay alongside 
the Common Isle and it is possible that the two lots were sold as 
one. I t would appear to have been an attractive building site. 

No extent is apportioned to the Common Isle. There appears 
to have been some doubt as to its exact boundaries. A special 
committee was appointed in 1783 to inspect it and define the 
boundaries but no report to the Council has been traced. Two 
years later the Council decided to " redeem the Common Isle " 
and this was done at a cost of £500 Scots. The intention then 
was to " sell " i t , but the " sale " was delayed until 1788 when, 
as may be seen, a grassum of £125 stg. was received. 
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T a m ' s Road and Leezie 's Pool 
B Y A . L . T A Y L O R , M.A., D . L I T T . 

h 
The old Ayrshire road-system has been almost completely 

superseded and the process was well advanced when the Armstrongs 
made their map in 1775. The old roads did not follow the most 
direct route between towns and villages, but wandered from one 
inhabited place, including farms, to another. Of the roads leading 
south from Ayr , only the Dalmellington Road and the road from 
Sandgate to the Low Bridge of Doon are relatively unchanged. 

The more important roads (to Burnsians) which lay between 
them, in Burns's Alloway and Mount Oliphant days, have all but 
disappeared. New roads, like the Low Road to Maybole, radiate 
from Ayr like the spokes of a wheel, with cross-roads, one of 
which was made by William Burns himself, intersecting them at 
right angles. To these the farms have made new farm-roads ; 
big new (18th century) estates, Belleisle, Rozelle, Doonholm, 
Castlehill, have enclosed parts of the old roads; and the railway 
has further complicated matters with its embankments, tunnels 
and bridges. The extension of the town in recent years has all 
but completed the obliteration. 

However, with patience, something can be done. Between the 
Dalmellington Road and the Doonfoot Road, there were three roads 
important to the Burns family. These were the road from Ayr to 
Alloway K i r k and the Old Bridge of Doon ; the road from Ayr to the 
Mote of Alloway and Dalrymple ; and the Wrack Road, which also 
led to Dalrymple by way of Mount Oliphant. 

The first of these is described by Burns in " Tam o' Shanter," 
but Tam did not leave Ayr by it. He picked it up somewhere 
beyond Slaphouse. The road from Ayr to Alloway K i r k branched 
off the Dalmellington Road, which was a turnpike road, down the 
line of Inverkar Road and Chalmers Road and followed the present 
line to Slaphouse. Tam, however, was mounted, " weel mounted," 
and would not take this round-about route ; he would take the Cow 
Vennel (Alloway Street) or Foul Vennel (Carrick Street) on to the 
Burrowfield and that is what Burns says he did : 

" T a m skelpit on thro' dub an' mire." 
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