


PROTOCOL BOOK OF MR JAMES COLVILL,
1545-1578

INTRODUCTION
Sir James Fergusson of Kilkerran, Bart.

The protocol book so clearly and skilfully summarised in the
following pages is a document of the greatest value for the social
history of Carrick during the regency of Mary of Guise, the active
reign of Mary, and the early years of James VI. It is not unknown,
having been cited in print; it was carefully studied a few years ago
by Mr William Dillon, who made some useful notes on it; but its
exact coverage has hitherto been difficult to assess since it is not
complete and moreover many instruments in it appear in two
forms, sometimes not quite tallying, in different parts of it. Now Dr
Annie Dunlop has edited it, in association with Mr John Imrie.
The arrangement of the whole in a form both chronological and
succinct is most welcome.

I have given an account of the multifarious business of 16th
century notaries, to which readers may refer, in a prefatory note to
my similar abstract of Henry Prestoun’s protocol book!. The
extant fragment of Prestoun’s covers only 11 months of 1547-8,
partly filling a gap in Colvill’s; but Colvill’s ranges from the
beginning of 1545 almost to the end of 1578, nearly 34 years in all.
The gaps in it are much to be regretted: three (Nos. 139-40, 145-6,
149-50) are of over two years, and two others (Nos. 147-8, 160-1) of
over three.

While most of Colvill’s transactions are the bread-and-butter of
a notary’s business — instruments of sasine, resignation, or protest
— and are, with about a dozen exceptions, confined to Carrick,’
some of them raise wider echoes. Nos. 3 and 9, recording the
providing of lairds’ sons with minor ecclesiastical offices and their
emoluments, as profitable sinecures, illustrate what was too
common a practice, the exploitation and neglect of parish churches
which was one of the causes of the Reformation. By contrast we
have in No. 160 the record of the translation and induction of a
parish minister in 1572. A different kind of alienation of church
revenues is exemplified in Nos. 151-2 where Allan Stewart, a
careerist who had secured Crossraguel Abbey in commendam in

1 Ayrshire Collections, 2nd series, iii. pp. 46-8.
2 There is an inexplicable dating of No. 33 at Stirling and No. 34 at Maybole on the
same day,
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places, in the face of courts, in parish churches or their graveyards,
at the vanished “cross of Innertig”; in the halls of Blairquhan,
Kilkerran, Trochraig or Knockdaw; in quiet places like the green
of Blairquhan, the garden of Ardmillan, or the wood of Bargany;
or in homely, even cosy ones — the smithy in Colmonell, the laird
of Blairquhan’s bedchamber, or at the kitchen door of Little
Smithston.

Again, among the many people mentioned, especially witnesses,
there are many humble folk — not lairds and their kin, not
churchmen or notaries — whose names offer a fascinating study.
Robert Kennedy “ alias Reid Robene ”, James Kennedy “ alias
Black James ”’, John McCrynnill (which is McCrindle) “ alias Reyd
Couper ” and “ Red John Mure ” cannot have been the only men to
need a distinguishing nickname where their family names were so
common. About 50 names begin with “Mac”, reminding us that
Gaelic had not altogether died out in Carrick at this time®. The
“Mac” names are native to Galloway, of which Carrick had been a
part till the 13th century and where Gaelic lingered in places even
till the 19th; or else to Ireland. Most here recorded can be
identified through some are at first sight hard to recognise —
McChruter or McChrutour, for example, is McWhirter, and
McCaik probably McCaig, a name “ confined to Ayrshire and Gal-
loway.” Mcllwryk is a form of Mcllwraith, and McConquhe of
Macconachie. But some names written down here — McCleg,
McCollo, McQuyn and the peculiar McAngelus, seem to be
recorded nowhere else®.

The Notary

I have not discovered the parentage of Mr James Colvill. He
was probably a kinsman and may have been the brother of Thomas
Colvill or Colvile of Pemont who fell at Pinkie. All the other
Colvills of that time seem to have been females — an Elizabeth, a
Marion, a Janet — and as a landed family they died out. Pemont,
its name later romanticised into Piedmont, was just south of
Girvan.

Mr James, from his prefix, must have been a university
graduate, almost certainly of Glasgow. He is found in practice as a
notary on 9th July, 1544, six months before the earliest surviving
instrument in the protocol book’, and was perhaps born in about
1520 or earlier. One gap in the book of nearly 14 months (Nos.
56-7) begins on 2nd July, 1547, and we may wonder if Mr James
marched with his neighbours to Musselburgh to join the Governor’s

5 See Collections, st series, iv. p. 17.
6 See George F. Black: The Surnames of Scotland.
7 Bennan MSS, 8.
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James Kennedy of Crochbae died 18th November, 1586
(Edinburgh Testaments). He married Isabella Cathcart (No 68) and
had a son Henry (Secretary’s Reg., Ayr, i. ff. 180-1) who
predeceased him. His granddaughter, Isobel, succeded him: his
testament mentions also a nephew, John.

Kennedy of Culzean

Early in the century there were a Sir John Kennedy and his son
John, both of Culzean, who are unnoticed in the Scots Peerage.
The former died after 1522, the latter was living in 1529. (Protocol
Book of Gavin Ros, 608, 994).

In 1542 David Kennedy had a charter of Culzean from his
brother the 3rd Earl of Cassillis; he was still living in 1562 (Scots
Peerage, ii. p. 465). He married Jonet, daughter of Duncan
Kennedy of Daljedburgh (ibid.), and had three daughters, of whom
the eldest, Margaret, married in 1553 Gilbert Kennedy younger of
Girvanmains (Reg. of Deeds, xvii. f. 383).

The next owner of Culzean was Sir Thomas Kennedy,
afterwards the Tutor of Cassillis, who, on a charter from his
brother the 4th Earl of Cassillis, had sasine of Culzean on 14th
September, 1569 (Scots Peerage, ii. p. 486). He was assassinated on
11th May, 1602.

Part of the structure of Culzean was incorporated by Robert
Adam in the present house now owned by the National Trust for
Scotland.

Kennedy of Dalquharran

The massive ruin of Dalquharran is on the Water of Girvan
near Dailly. Duncan Kennedy of Dalquharran was presumably the
son of the John Kennedy who had sasine of that estate in 1495
(Exchequer Rolls, x. p. 771) and whom he succeeded after 1537
(Paterson, Ayr and Wigton, ii. p. 207). He was a brother of Sir John
Kennedy of Culzean (Acts and Decreets, xii. ff. 421-2). He was still
alive on 30th March, 1565 (ibid., xxxiv. f. 48) but must have died
before 16th February, 1566/7, when Gilbert Kennedy younger of
Girvanmains had a charter of Dalquharran, where his descendants
made their home (Paterson, ii. p. 208). Duncan Kennedy married,
first, Marion Grahame, widow of Alexander McAlexander of
Dalreoch (Acts and Decreets, xxi. ff. 325-6); secondly, Marion
Cathcart, “thrid lady of Knokdoleane.” He was her third husband,
whom she survived, being still alive on 10th February, 1569/70
(ibid., xlvii. f. 35). He apparently had no issue.
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lands called Duncane Lowbestoun and Clandocht now occupied by
John Ros.® Done as to the first sasine in the hall of Kilkarane and
as to the second sasine on the ground of Daltangane at about 10
a.m. Witnesses: Gilbert Fergussoun, Duncan Fergussoun in Drum-
chirne, James McGurne and Gilbert McCallane. 23r., 35v.,
49v.

42. Same date. Instrument at the instance of Marion Prestoun
narrating that William Fergussoun of Kilkarane obliged himself
and his heirs to give sasine in liferent to Marion of the half merk
land of Ferdene and the half merk land of Clonreocht and the 40d.
land of Machringill with the chapel,” and that at the mandate of
Duncan Fergussoun of Kilkarane who was formerly bound thereto.
Done at Kilkarane at about noon. Witnesses: Gilbert Fergussoun
and Duncan Fergussoun. 50r.

43. Same date. Instrument narrating that William Fergussoun,
lord of the fee of the 20s. and 40d. lands of Clonreoch and
Machringill with the chapel lands, gave sasine ‘propriis manibus’ to
Marion Prestoun in liferent; reserving the freetenement to Duncan
Fergussoun (cf. no. 40 supra). Done on the lands at about noon.
Witnesses as in no. 41 supra.  23v.

44. 30 Dec., 1546. Instrument narrating that Andrew Graham
of Knokdolean passed to his £5 lands of Crayg and there gave
sasine to William Kennede of Carnagannacht, attorney of James
Kennede of Blairquhan, and of the heirs of the said James in terms
of a charter. And the foresaid William showed his letters of attor-
ney to the notary to be read by him. Andrew Graham also passed
t0 the £5 lands of Manes of Knokdolean and also gave sasine to the
said attorney. Done on the lands at about 2 p.m. Witnesses:
Andrew Kennede, brother of the said William, David Mur, Andrew
Jonsoun and William McAngelus.  24r., 36r., S0r.

45. 21 Jan., 1546/47. Instrument narrating that Thomas
McClelane in Auchlene, cautioner for Alexander McCullocht of
Cardines and Bessie McClalane, his spouse, acknowledged that the
said Alexander was owing to James Kennede of Blarquhan and
Agnes Murray, his spouse, the sum of £50 Scots for certain bypast
terms of the lands of Cardines belonging to Agnes in conjunct-fee
and for the third of the said lands likewise belonging to Agnes and
James Kennede for his interest, and held in tack from them by said
laird of Cardines; which sum of £50 James and Agnes were ready
to receive to account but Thomas and Bessie were not able to pay.
Providing that it should be lawful for James Kennede and Agnes to

6 The copies at fos. 35v. and 49v. reserve Duncan’s freetenement in the lands.

7 On the chapel see Collections, 1st series, iii. pp. 99-104
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49. 14 May, 1547. Instrument narrating that the above James
Kennedy acknowledged that he had redeemed the 10 merk lands of
Librak from Duncan Craufurd and bound himself to grant a rever-
sion (as in no. 47 supra). Done at St. Giles’ at about 6 p.m. Wit-
nesses : Andrew Murray, James Kennedie alias ‘Black James’,
Alexander Glasfurd, William Fergussoun, Gilbert Kennedy,
vounger of Blarquhan. 52v.

50. 26 May, 1547. Instrument at the instance of Duncan
Kennedy and Constantine Campble for Janet Campble narrating
that Duncan Kennedy, alias McHenrik, of Creochtdow, resigned
the 20s. lands of Creochtdow, adjacent to the lands of Balloch-
towle, in the hands of Thomas Kennedy of Bargany as superior for
new infeftment to himself and Janet Campble, his spouse, which
resignation being made and received, the said Thomas gave sasine
of said lands to Duncan and Janet in conjunct fee, according to a
charter to be made, by ward and relief and marriage. Done on said
lands at about 5 p.m. Witnesses: John McDowell of Mundouk,
Jehn Dunbar of Knokschynnok, Constantine Campble of Crag-
dow, Thomas Colvile of Pemont, Gilbert Mathe, William Burnett,
John Blayr of Myddilauchindrane.  53v.

51. Same date. Instrument narrating that Thomas Kennedy of
Bargany acknowledged that Duncan Kennedy, alias McHenrik, of
Crechtdow, assignee of deceased Hugh Kennedy, alias McHenrik,
of Crechtdow, his father, had redeemed the 20s. lands of Taynge
in the earldom of Carrik in terms of a letter of reversion by
deceased Alexander Kennedy of Bargany to the said Hugh
Kennedy. And therefore the said Thomas had resigned to Duncan
all right and claim to the said lands, except the superiority of the
same and letters of tack after the redemption for three years. After
which resignation the said Thomas gave sasine of the lands to
Duncan, in terms of his old infeftment, whereupon Duncan
resigned the same into the hands of the said laird of Bargany as
superior for new infeftment in favour of himself and Janet
(Campble, his spouse, and received sasine as in no. 50 supra. Done
on said lands at about 6 p.m. Witnesses as in no. 50 supra.  S3v.

52. Same date. Duncan Kennedy obliged himself to Constan-
une Campble that if Thomas Kennedy of Bargany should acquire
(" invenire ') letters of quitclaim of the reversion of the lands of
Tayng, by virtue of which Duncan was obliged to resign the said
lands to Thomas for the sum of £60 Scots, in that case he should
place that sum on lands and infeft Janet Campble in the same in
liferent. Place and hour as in no. S1 supra. Witnesses as in no. 50
supra. S4r.
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53. 28 May, 1547. Instrument at the instance of Thomas
Colvile narrating that Janet McClurg, relict of Malcolm
McCrynnill in Pynnanacht, acknowledged that the 20s. lands of
Ravinscrage and Clondrischrage were lawfully redeemed by
Thomas Colvile of Pemont by payment to her of 50 merks Scots,
upon which she resigned the lands in his hands as superior. Done in
the wood of Bargany at about 3 p.m. Witnesses: James McHenrik,
Andrew Adrynan, Arthur McClurg, and John Blayr of Middil-
auchindrane, notary public.  54v.

54. 2 June, 1547. Instrument narrating that James Kennedy of
Largis in name of James Kennedy of Blarquhan and Duncan
Fergussoun of Kilkarane, compeared in the court of Brochloch, in
the bailiary of Carrik, held by Duncan Craufurd of Camlarg, and
there protested that whatever had been done in that court should
not injure the said James Kennedy and Duncan Fergussoun and
that Duncan Craufurd had been in no way hindered in holding the
said court and that the tenants who were present answered with
proper obedience and respect and he fined the absent. Likewise
James, by virtue of letters from the Queen, required the said
Duncan Craufurd, personally apprehended in court, to pay to
Duncan Fergussoun of Kilkarane the rents of the lands named in
said letters, and to cease from intromission with the lands of Broch-
loch, Cunra and the mill thereof, or to compear before the Lords of
Council on 25 June instant to allege reasonable cause why he ought
not to do so. Done at the dwelling house of Brochloch at about
noon. Witnesses: Gilbert Fergussoun, William Fergussoun, Walter
McCarne, and John Fergussoun.  54v.

S§5. 30 June, 1547. Instrument at the instance of James
Kennedy narrating that John Davesoun and Cristine Campble,
spouses, resigned a rood of land in Maybole® in the hands of sir
John Rais, chaplain and prebendary of Maybole, as superior for
heritable sasine to be given to James Kennedy, brother german of
Hugh Kennedy of Dunneyne. Done at Maybole in the cemetery of
the parish church there at about 3 p.m.  SSr.

56. 2 July, 1547. Instrument narrating that Hugh Kennedy of
Gervanemanes, as procurator for dame Margaret Mur of Skel-
doun, relict of Neil Montgomery of Langschaw, knight, passed to
the personal presence of Malcolm Flemyng, prior of Quhitherne,
and offered to deliver the sum of £51.6s.8d. for the rents of the
church of St. Michael called Kyrkmychaell for the term of the
Nativity of St. John Baptist (Midsummer) last, which sum the prior
refused to receive, protesting however that this refusal should not

8 The boundaries have been left blank, cf. no. 30 supra.
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arejudice him in future if a suit now pending before the Lords of
Council anent the right and title of the church, which dame Mar-
garei claimed, should show that the sum legally belonged to him.
Done in the chamber of said prior, at about 4 p.m. Witnesses:
Willhlam Kennedy, Andrew Gray, William Flemyng and John
Campble.  55v.

57. 23 Aug., 1548. Instrument narrating that Thomas Kennedy
of Bargany passed to the 4 merk lands of Correrie in the barony of
Arstinchar and there gave sasine of the lands to John McNele, son
and heir of deceased Gilbert McNele in Barnevennak, in terms of a
blench charter. Done on the lands at about 4 p.m. Witnesses:
Archibald Tod, John Alexander in Furdhous, William
McAlexander, younger of Dalreocht, Duncan Kennedy of Carlok,’
and Sir Roland McNele, chaplain and notary public.  SSv.

58. Same date. Thomas Kennedy of Bargany granted the merk
fand of Barnavennak, now occupied by John McNele, to the said
John in free excambion for said 4 merk lands of Correre alienated
to John McNele by Thomas Kennedy under letters of reversion by
ziving to said John, his heirs, etc., free power of occupying, setting
i tack or cultivating the said merk land of Barnvennak without
hindrance until the lands of Correre were redeemed by Thomas, in
terms of the letters of reversion. And if John or ‘his heirs should be
disturbed in their possession of Barnavennak then he or they
should have regress to the 4 merk lands of Correre without impedi-
ment till they be lawfully redeemed. Same place, hour and wit-
nesses as in no. 57 supra. 56r.

59. Same date. Instrument narrating that Thomas Kennedy of
Bargany passed to the 15s. lands of Kilquhonell in the barony of
Arstinchar, and gave sasine of the same to John McNele, son and
heir of deceased Gilbert McNele in Barnavennak, in terms of a
blench charter. Done on the lands at about 4 p.m. Witnesses as in
no. 57 supral®  S6v.

60. Same date. Instrument narrating that the same Thomas
Kennedy passed to the £3 lands of Auchincrosche, alias Balmuntyr-
Cassindow, in the barony of Arstinchar and there as superior of the
lands gave sasine to Duncan Kennedy of Carnelok, son and heir of
deceased Thomas K. of Camelok, in terms of his father’s infeft-
ment. Done on the lands at about 5 p.m. Witnesses: John McNele
in Barnavennak, John McAlexander in Fuirdhous, William
McAlexander, younger of Dalreocht, and sir Roland McNele,
chaplain and notary public.  S6v.

9 ‘‘ Carnelok '’ in No. 59 infra.
10 But Duncan Kennedy is designed ‘‘of Carnelok’.
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= all to a 50s. land (10s. occupied by Alexander, and 20s. each by
Gilbert and Morice), and there caused the sergeant and officer to
egecute an order of ejection and removal of the goods of the
men from the lands and to possess (“possidere”) the goods
! said John and Isabella and James. And Alexander and Morice
2nied that they occupied the lands and promised to flit and
remove themselves, their servants and goods at Whitsunday next,
and Gilbert denied the right of James and declared that he was
=0t willing to remove and flit from the lands he occupied. Done
on the lands separately at about 10 and 11 a.m. Witnesses :
Robert Cathcart of Carltoun, John Cathcart his son and heir
apparent, Hugh Campble and Duncan McCrynnill. 69r.

76. Same date. James Kennedy of Crochtba caused apprise 5
frmtful and milk-giving cows (“vaccas fertiles et mulgibiles’)
belonging to Morice McQuilyane in Laganfee for part of the rents
znd profits of the lands of Laganfee occupied by the said Morice
since the decease of the late earl of Eglintoun to the present date,
viz., for the years 1546, 1547 and 1548. These goods valued at £18
celonged to the said John Eklis, Isabella, his mother and tutrix, and
the said James Kennedy for his interest, by reason of non-entry
of the heirs of the said earl. Gilbert Eklis in Blayr desired the
same cows from James Kennedy, obliging himself to pay the £18
within 15 days at the command of Morice, the latter promising
faithfully to keep Gilbert skaithless for the said sum, and if Morice
failed to pay at the time prescribed he gave Gilbert full power to
apprise the said cows or any other of his goods at will to pay the
sum and satisfy the said John, Isabella and James Kennedy. Done
on the lands of Laganfee at about 11 a.m. Witnesses as in no. 75
supra. 69v.

77. Same date. Katherine McDowell, relict of William Ken-
nedy of Pynquhirre, and Andrew McAlexander of Dalreocht,
obliged themselves, their heirs, etc.. to warrant and keep Robert
Cathcart of Carltoun, his heirs, etc., ‘skaithless ’ at the hands of
Mr Walter Kennedy, rector of Douglas, and David Kennedy, bro-
ther of the deceased William K., and this because Robert at the
command of Katherine and Andrew retained the 2 merk land of
Pynquhirre from the said Mr Walter and David. Done on the
lands of Pynquhirre at about 2 p.m. Witnesses as in no. 75 supra.

69v.

78. 25 May, 1551. Instrument at the instance of James
Kennedy of Kirkdomine and Margaret Naper narrating that
Andrew Bannachtyne, depute of the bailie of Carrik, in virtue of
a precept by the bailie, seen by the notary, passed to the 20s. lands
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lands of Balcamy, with the servants and shepherds in the same.
And this also with the advice of Duncan Kennedy of Dalchorrane,
whom Gilbert appointed as tutor and governor to his daughter, and
specially with Gilbert’s own advice to Marion as to the goods to be
used. Likewise Gilbert for his love to Margaret Fergussoun and as
supplement of her dowry granted to her 8 yoked oxen with plough,
yokes and other necessaries for a plough, 8 cows, 2 horses, with all
crops within the 4 merk lands of Brounestoun and Ferdenecrathir,
with the servants and shepherds of the goods and lands. Marion
and Margaret craved instruments. Done at Balcamy at about 4
p.m. Witnesses: Duncan Fergussoun, Hector Fergussoun and
Thomas Fergussoun.  68r.

100. Same date. Instrument narrating that Thomas
Fergussoun in Balquhirne gave to his son, Hector Fergussoun, all
the rents, profits and emoluments belonging to himself from the
20s. lands of Balquhirn, occupied by John Wycht, during the life-
time of said Thomas, with power to Hector to dispose of them by
advice of Gilbert Fergussoun in Balcamy, his uncle. Same place,
hour and witnesses as in no. 99 supra. 68r.

101. 10 Apr., 1553. Instrument of sasine following on a
precept from chancery (dated at Edinburgh, 30 July, 1552),
produced by Duncan Kennedy of Dalchorrane, bailie depute of
Carrick, narrating that William, bishop of Dunblane, and other
Lords of Council had given decree on letters obtained at the
instance of Robert Grahame of Knokdoleane, brother and heir of
deceased Andrew Grahame of Knokdoleane, son and heir of
deceased Gilbert Grahame of Knockdoleane, against all persons
having interest in the 40s. lands underwritten. Making mention that
John Mur of Auchindrane and Alexander Kennedy of Glentig,
having by gift of the Queen’s late father the non-entry of the 40s.
lands of Schallacht-Glenmuk belonging to Robert’s late father
heritably in property by the decease of Gilbert Grahame of
Knokdoleane, grandfather (“ avi ”’) of Robert, or of any other last
lawful possessor of the lands, immediate tenant to the Queen’s late
father or his predecessors, made and constituted Gilbert, father of
Robert, and his heirs their cessioners and assignees to them. The
latter in virtue thereof obtained decrees that the lands in non-entry
in the hands of the Queen’s late father from the decease
of the late Gilbert, for 40 years, and the rents and profits
for the same space extending yearly to £8, pertained to
the father of Robert as assignee. Conform to which the
bailie of Carrik and his deputes examined distrainable move-
able goods on the ground of the lands to be distrained to
Robert’s father for the past rents and profits, and in default
be distrainable moveables they declared that the soil should
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about 4 p.m. Witnesses: Thomas Fergussoun, brother of above Gil-
bert, (blank) Campble, servant of Duncan Craufurd, Duncan
Kennedy of Dalchorane, David Kennedy of Culzeane and Gilbert,
Earl of Cassillis. 8lv.

115. 1 May, 1554. Instrument narrating that Gilbert McTeyr,
prother and one of the executors of deceased Thomas McTeyr,
zxonerated and quitclaimed Marion McTeyr, his sister, and
Alexander Eklis, her spouse, of all actions, claims, and debts
pertaining to him by reason of executry and decease of his said
brother. For which cause Gilbert Eklis in Blayr at command of
Marion and her spouse became cautioner to Gilbert McTeyr for
delivery to him before the feast of John the Baptist next of half of
the goods pertaining to the said Thomas at the time of his decease,
nis debts being paid, and one sheep with a lamb in addition.
Likewise Gilbert appointed James Kennedy of Crochtba his
assignee to half of all the goods which Neil Davesoun might
recover from Alexander Eklis or any other having goods of the late
Thomas McTeyr. Done at Blayr in Kildonane at about 6 p.m.
Witnesses: Thomas Eklis and James Kennedy of Crochtba. 81r.

116. 2(?) May’, 1554. Instrument narrating that Giles
Carswald, relict of Andrew McChruter in Pynmore, appointed her
son, John McChruter, her assignee in and to all the goods, “mobilia
et immobilia 7, belonging to her by the death of her spouse, or by
her office of executor dative in or to any goods omitted belonging
o the said Andrew at the time of his decease but not contained in
his legal testament, giving John full power of intromitting with the
goods and transferring to him all her rights and those of her other
children. And in testimony of the foregoing she invested him with
sundry of the said goods, in special “cum uno le yallow bove, cum
una crinata le haret kow et cum una le broun kow”. The said John
e return obliged himself to maintain his mother, as it appeared to
him she stood in need. Done at “le carne in Dalchornele” at about
10 a.m. Witnesses: Fergus McDowell and Andrew ému-rquhe.

Sr.

117. 6 May, 1554. Instrument narrating that Marion McTeyr,
sister and one of the executors of deceased Thomas McTeyr,
intimated to Neil Davesoun that Gilbert McTeyr, her brother and
the other executor, quitclaimed and discharged Marion of all goods
and gear belonging to him by reason of half the said executry and
that he had received payment of the same. At the same place and
date and before the same witnesses James Kennedy of Crochtba
intimated to Neil Davesoun that Gilbert had appointed him

9 MS. defective.
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brother, Robert McGe, Andrew McGe, James McKee in Balholme,
Thomas Cathcart and Gilbert McIlmun.  29r.

123. Same date. John McNele in Barnawennak protested that
whatever was done between the said David Grahame and Hugh
Wallace, younger, as to the said lands of Strabrakan it should not
injure his right, possession or goodwill of the lands. Also Hugh
Wallace, younger of Strabrakan, obliged himself to warrand and
defend the said John McNele, because at his command the said
John had with peril of law claimed and retained the lands of
Strabrakan, from Robert Grahame of Knokdolean. On which John
McNele sought instruments. Same place and hour as in no. 122
supra. Witnesses as in no. 122 supra and also Michael McNele and
John Kennedy, brother of David Kennedy of Knokdaw. 29v.

124. 19 May, 1554. Instrument at the instance of David
Kennedy of Pynquhirre and David Grahame, in name of Robert
Grahame of Knokdolean, narrating that the said David Kennedy
claimed with peril of law the lands of Drumwachty or at least as
much as was contained in a precept of warning by Robert Graham
of Knokdolean. Done at Altykane at about 7 p.m. Witnesses:
James Kennedy in Kirkdomine, David Kennedy of Bardochat,
Gilbert Mcllmun, John Paterson and Alexander Ramsey.  30r.

125. 19 May, 1554. Instrument narrating that Hugh Wallace,
elder of Strabrakan, having liferent of the lands. leased the 20s
lands of Strabrakan to Robert Grahame of Knokdolean for one
year from Whitsunday for the rents of the lands of Altykan and £3
in money. Hugh Wallace, younger, acknowledged that his father
had the liferent of the said lands but the profits of one half
belonged to himself and the rest he referred to his evidents. And he
did not consent to the said lease. On which Marion Cathcart, in
name of Robert Grahame of Knokdolean, and Hugh Wallace,
vounger, for himself and his father, craved instruments. Done at
the cross of Innertig at about 9 p.m. Witnesses: John McAngelus,
John Patersoun, John Cathcart of Glendouisk and Hugh Wallace,
younger of Strabrakan. 30r.

126. May, 1554. In presence of John Glen and John
Nelson, younger. Hugh Wallace, elder of Strabrakan, bailie of Mr
Walter Kennedy, rector of Douglas, produced a precept of sasine
under his subscription manual and seal.!  28v.

127. 4 June, 1554. Instrument at the instance of David

Grahame narrating that Marion Cathcart, lady Knokdolean, one of
the heirs portioners of the barony ef Carltoun, passed to the 20s

1 1ncomplete and deleted.
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he had right thereto. Both parties asked instruments. Done at
Gervane. Witnesses: David Kennedie in Drummuir, Gilbert
McMurtre, servant of Thomas Kennedy of Ardmillane, and
Andrew McCallane in Pynnanacht. 92v.

167. 18 Nov. 1578. Instrument (in vernacular) narrating that
Alexander Kennedie of Smeythstoun passed to the presence of
Marion Campbell, lady Corswald, widow of John Kennedie of
Ardmillane, conjunct-fiar of the steading of Litill Smethstoun, and
offered the sum of 30s 4d money for feu mail of the said steading
for Whitsunday and Martinmas last in terms of Alexander’s
infeftment. The lady replied that it was true that Alexander had the
steading in feu and heritage for the said feu mail, held of the late
John Kennedie, and was infeft by him as superior in the same,
which she as conjunct-fiar of her late husband ratified and
approved for her lifetime. As to the feu mail offered, she had
assigned it for her lifetime by contract to her “guidsone”, Thomas
Kennedie, now of Ardmillane, and she had no right to receive the
same. She acknowledged herself and her late husband paid by
Alexander for all years since the decease of Janet Corrie, Lady
Ardmillane, to Whitsunday and Martinmas last, which she had
assigned to Thomas, and she discharged Thomas and all others
from molesting Alexander by craving any ferm or other duty in
her name for the said steading, “except the said few male yerlie and
myln maile, usit and wont” in her time and in her late husband’s
time. And because the lady refused the 30s 4d feu mail, Alexander
Kennedy consigned the same in the hands of John Kennedy, his
natural son, to be forthcoming to the lady or to Thomas Kennedy,
her assignee; and he protested that neither the lady’s refusal nor
that of her assignee should prejudice him as he made offer of
payment. Done at Maybole in John Bannatyne’s house. Witnesses:
Gilbert McNele, son of Michael McNele in Myltonysche, Patrick
Kennedy in Pirrestoun and Michael McCrekan, burgess in
Wygtoun, notary public. 98v.
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